
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH – Curriculum Map 
 

Intent of the Curriculum  

At St. Mark’s West Essex Catholic School, we believe that a quality English curriculum should foster and develop our young people’s love of reading, writing, discussion and 

debate. Our intent is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word. We aim to ensure all 

students appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage by opening them to an array of voices, experiences, and cultures through a diverse reading list at Key Stage 3 and 

through reading increasingly challenging text choices by each teacher at Key Stage 4 and 5. We aim to develop an appreciation of literature by allowing students to choose 

and read independently for challenge, interest and enjoyment. Our intent is to develop pupils socially, emotionally, culturally, intellectually and spiritually. We provide pupils 

with a curriculum which is engaging, inspiring, and challenging for all, regardless of starting point or ability. 

 



We enable pupils to:  

• Develop oracy skills to a high level, in which pupils are encouraged to verbally express themselves clearly, cogently and in a manner befitting the context.  

• Develop active listening skills so that they are able to respond to others in a courteous, respectful and purposeful manner.  

• Develop inference and critical analysis skills when fostering a love of reading.  

• Write accurately and imaginatively for a range of purposes and audiences, using the highest quality language and structural devices.  

• Appreciate the notion that a text is the product of a specific context and authorial intent.  

• Develop a repertoire of ambitious vocabulary so that pupils are equipped with the language required to express themselves in a sophisticated manner.  

• Reflect upon their own social and moral viewpoints.  

• Be passionate about the works of others as well as their own literary works.  

• Make good progress regardless of starting point or social background. 

 

Implementation of the Curriculum  

We deliver our English Language and Literature curricula by setting high standards and aspirational targets whilst ensuring that the needs of learners of all abilities and from 

all backgrounds, including those with special educational needs are supported inside and outside of the classroom.    The curriculum at Key Stage 3 is balanced between 

reading and writing, covering a range of genres and forms across three years. Students have 3 English lessons per week and 1 English Reading lesson whereby literacy skills 

are focussed on and embedded. We deliver two-year GCSE courses in both English Language and English Literature to all students in the cohort. All units are structured 

around the GCSE English Language and English Literature assessment objectives in order to develop and embed the skills necessary for success at GCSE or beyond. The units 

are devised by the department through collaborative planning and are regularly revised and rewritten from year to year following evaluation of their success. The English 

Key Stage 3 curriculum is designed in such a manner that all of the skills necessary for success are practiced and honed throughout the pupils’ initial three years of study. All 

assessments are designed with this in mind in which all skills are assessed against the National Curriculum criteria; however, deliberate structuring and scaffolding is used 

lower down school to ensure that all assessments are accessible (yet still suitably challenging) to all pupils. Students will encounter a variety of text types and will read 

critically through knowing how language, including figurative language, vocabulary choice, grammar, text structure and organisational features presents meaning. They will 

explore a range of different perspectives – knowing and understanding the purpose, audience for and context of the writing will allow students to spot their use in the real 



world. The teaching of subject-specific vocabulary and tier two words is explicit within English. All schemes of learning contain key vocabulary that is to be covered as part of 

a given unit. These words are appropriate for both the topic and the age of the pupils and additionally contain suggestions for extension vocabulary that will stretch our 

highest achievers. Words are power and we want all our pupils to be equipped with the linguistic skills needed to achieve. We deliver the curriculum by engaging, 

developing, and constantly improving methods of teaching. Members of the department continue to receive CPD for new initiatives and new ways of teaching. This has 

taken the form of external courses in which members of staff are expected to share resources and concepts upon their return, or internal training organised by the Head of 

Department. Keeping constantly abreast of new pedagogies and schools of thought is essential for continued development and all members of the department are 

passionate about evolving as top-class practitioners. 

Impact of the Curriculum  

The impact of our curriculum is clear: progress, sustained learning and transferrable skills which prepare students for their next stage of education, employment or training. 

Results at GCSE continue to show that achievement and progress in English is high. The 2019 GCSE results, for example, show that over 80% of pupils achieved a Grade 4+ in 

English. Internal monitoring of pupils continues to play a key role in this as teachers are able to closely track the progress of their pupils and intervene where necessary. For 

the last few years, for example, the department has used a weekly intervention slot as a means of supporting those pupils who need additional one-to-one tuition. This 

initiative has proven to be highly successful with the vast majority of pupils selected going on to achieve their target grade. As an English department, the moderation of 

pupil work continues to be an important aspect of our subject. Moderation takes place at all key stages and is a means of ensuring consistency of marking across the 

department and quality assuring the work that is scrutinised. A comparison of the departmental tracking grids with final GCSE results proves that all members of the 

department are able to mark accurately, subsequently allowing us to accurately determine which pupils are in need of additional support. Work sampling meetings are also 

held at various points in the year as a way of firstly ensuring that the curriculum intent is being met and secondly as a way of ensuring that there is a consistency of approach 

and standard across the department. Such meetings, furthermore, provide members of staff with an opportunity to discuss their individual approaches to teaching which 

can subsequently be adopted by other members of the team to good effect. 

The English department continues to foster an enjoyment and curiosity of the subject. The leadership within the department continues to place particular emphasis on 

selecting the very best texts to engage and interest our pupils. Keeping abreast of new releases as well as new technologies is a vital way of keeping the subject fresh and 

relevant; however, we also understand the benefits and importance of celebrating our diverse and fascinating literary heritage so that pupils can see the importance that 

texts play within society. Pupils are always encouraged to share their opinions of the texts that they study. 


