
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HISTORY – Curriculum Map 
 

Intent of the Curriculum  

Our ambition is to create enthusiasm for the study of History. Our curriculum is broad and balanced and largely chronological in nature. It allows our students to develop key 

historical knowledge about Britain, Europe and the wider world. Our curriculum emphasises the development of the skills required to move to the next level of their 

education. These skills centre around a core of: learning to describe what happened in the past, explaining why things happen and what the consequences of events were as 

well as the interrogation of contemporary historical sources/interpretations.  

Students are drawn to the subject of History because of its interesting ‘stories’, ‘heroes’ and ‘villains’ from the past. Through an enquiry-based approach, students study 

these ‘stories’, ‘heroes’ and ‘villains’ through the prism of social, economic and political change over time. It covers important topics that clearly resonate with the modern 

world, for example; the slave trade, civil rights, the Holocaust, anti-semitism and British values of respect, tolerance, diversity, freedom of speech and peace. Our curriculum 

also deals with topics that are repeated (at a higher level) in future key stages. For example, Year 7 students study the Tudors in the summer term. Elizabethan England is 

examined further by Year 11s as part of their GCSE course. AS and A Level History develops this knowledge/understanding across Years 12 and 13. Similarly, Germany is 



taught in Year 9 with a focus on Nazi Germany/Holocaust. This is built upon in Year 10 with the GCSE Germany topic and then extended further in Year 12 and 13 at AS/A 

Level. Students are constantly consolidating/building on their prior knowledge. This gives students a sense of initial familiarity and confidence to tackle new concepts.  

Implementation of the Curriculum  

We have engaging and exciting programmes of study at all levels of history teaching, with plenty of opportunity to acquire essential cultural capital. Students will revisit the 

core skills to provide a foundation for future success. Our teaching encourages the development and continual refinement of core historical skills: acquiring knowledge, 

development of argument, extended writing, evaluating sources and recognising how, where and why opinions about the past differ amongst historians. In combination 

these skills provide the crucial foundation for success at all levels of history learning. 

KS3  

In KS3, Year 7 students begin by examining Britain before 1066 before moving onto the Norman Conquest. This is followed by a focus on society in Britain with a look at life 

in Medieval England. Year 7 finishes by looking at two important dynasties: The Tudors and religious change and the Stuarts and the English Civil War.  

Year 8 students take a comprehensive look at the origins and development of Industrial Revolution in Britain. They then move onto examine its impact on society with a 

focus on life in Victorian England. Following this, students study the Atlantic slave trade and the British Empire.  

Year 9 is a leap into the history of the twentieth century. It begins with a study into the causes of the First World War before moving into the experiences of soldiers in the 

trenches. From this point on, much of Year 9 is spent introducing many of the topics, students will encounter at KS4, for example; the Treaty of Versailles, League of Nations, 

democracy vs dictatorship, the rise of Nazi Germany and the Holocaust.  

KS4/5 

KS4 students follow the AQA GCSE syllabus that includes Conflict and Tension 1918-1939, Germany 1890-1945, Elizabethan England c1568-1603 and Health and the British 

People c1000-present day. At AS and A Level, students follow the AQA GCE syllabus with examined units on the Tudors, 1485-1603 and Germany 1918-1945. Students in 

Year 13 also complete their NEA coursework on the collapse of Tsarist Russia, 1825-1917 

 



Impact of the Curriculum  

The historical topics studied across all key stages act as a vehicle for students to develop their core historical skills (description of past events, explanations of 

cause/consequence/change/continuity, making judgements, source/interpretation interrogation). Consequently, as students reach each stage of their studies, they are in a 

position to tackle the demands of increasingly complex questions presented to them.  

Throughout KS3, students are challenged by assessments which help to consolidate and embed core skills in History. These include the recall of factual knowledge which is 

applied in students’ descriptions of the past. Secondly, assessments also focus on students’ ability to explain causes/consequences, evaluate the extent of change/continuity 

and make judgements about these in their answers. Finally, through their assessments, students are expected to use contemporary source material to make judgements 

about its value to an historian, as well as evaluate the convincingness of historians’ interpretations of the past.  Students receive extensive feedback on their written 

assessments and are expected to improve their answers. This helps to develop students’ resilience and a growth mindset to their studies. Across the key stage, these core 

skills are refined through this focus on skill development. An example of this can be seen in how source work is completed. In Year 7, the main focus is to get students to be 

able to recognise inferences contained within sources to reveal their ‘message’. By Year 8, we see students that can build on this by using their contextual knowledge of the 

topic evaluate the accuracy of sources. Year 9 students extend this evaluation further by commenting on the reliability of the authors of such sources. In doing this, KS3 acts 

as a training ground for what is to come next at KS4/5 where students are expected to demonstrate these source interrogation skills.  

At KS4/5, assessment of students is central to our process. In class, they routinely practise exam-style questions under timed conditions that they will eventually meet in 

their examinations. Through this rehearsal process, students get to know the rigours of the real examination and develop further resilience in dealing with them. A good 

example of this is the question with a stem of ‘How convincing...’ in relation to historical interpretations of the past. This style of question is relatively new and therefore 

seems complicated to students. Students tackle these questions in Year 10 on the Germany paper and then again in Year 11 on the Elizabeth paper. This forms a good 

foundation for them to progress further with this skill at AS and A Level where they are expected to answer questions on extended interpretations from academic historians 

in the Tudors section of the course. Thorough feedback is given and students are expected to refine and develop their answers. Time is spent in class to do this, so that 

students gain maximum experience from the marking and feedback that takes place.  

 

 



History Curriculum Map overview 

 Autumn1 Autumn2 Spring1 Spring2 Summer1 Summer2 

Year7 Norman Conquest Norman Conquest Life in Medieval England Life in Medieval 
England 

The Tudors The Stuarts 

Year8 The Industrial 
Revolution 

The Industrial 
Revolution 

Life in Victorian England Life in Victorian 
England 

The Atlantic Slave 
Trade 

The British Empire 

Year9 The First World War The First World War The Inter-War Years Nazi Germany The Holocaust The Civil Rights 
Movement 

Year10 Conflict and Tension, 
1918-39 

Conflict and Tension, 
1918-39 
 

Conflict and Tension, 
1918-39 
 

Germany, 1890-1945 Germany, 1890-
1945 
 

Germany, 1890-1945 
 

Year11 Elizabethan England, 
c1568-1603 

Elizabethan England, 
c1568-1603 
 

Health and the British 
People, c1000-present 
day 

Health and the British 
People, c1000-present 
day 
 

Exam preparation  

Year12 Germany, 1918-1945 
 

Germany, 1918-1945 
 

Tudors, 1485-1603 
 

Tudors, 1485-1603 
 

Exam preparation 

 

Coursework – Russia, 

1825-1917 

 

Year13 Germany, 1918-1945 
/Coursework – Russia, 

1825-1917 

Germany, 1918-1945 
Coursework – Russia, 

1825-1917 

 

Germany, 1918-1945 
Coursework – Russia, 

1825-1917 

 

Germany, 1918-1945 
Coursework – Russia, 

1825-1917 

 

Exam preparation  

 

 

 

 


