
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL)– Curriculum Map 
 

Intent of the Curriculum  
Learning languages opens the door to our globalised world. “One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the way.” (Frank Smith) 

Our goal is to develop pupils’ linguistic competencies, their knowledge of different cultures, their understanding of the practical opportunities offered by foreign languages 

and - most importantly - their enjoyment of learning them. Through their study of German and French, pupils will hone their communication skills, enhance literacy, become 

more resilient and confident in their day-to-day interactions, gain more cultural awareness and understanding and use their languages and developing skills as a springboard 

for further study and in their future careers.  

St Mark’s offers German from Year 7 to Year 13 and French through to A Level when there is demand for it. Each key stage paves the way for the next. The MFL curriculum has 

been designed to give pupils confidence in the key skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking. The classroom experience is enhanced by an extensive range of 

extracurricular opportunities from intervention sessions through to residential trips to Berlin and Paris, giving pupils the chance to make practical use of their learning and 

experience the satisfaction and pride of making themselves understood in a live situation.  



Language learning forces pupils to step outside their comfort zone and take risks with their learning. Our aim is to provide an environment in which pupils feel safe to do this, 

where every contribution is valued and where everyone treats one another with tolerance and respect, core British values. This is crucial as we look to foster pupils’ natural 

interest in the world around them, enabling them to develop into open-minded learners who can access and learn from different linguistic and cultural experiences.  

Promotion of the practical value of MFL is integral to what we do. We are very proud that we continue to send pupils to university to study languages, whether focusing solely 

on MFL or taking advantage of the many courses that combine German with other subjects, such as Business, Economics or International Law. Germany remains one of our 

biggest trading partners and German is the language most often cited as desirable by employer associations. Being able to communicate in a second language is an undoubted 

boost to any CV.  

Implementation of the Curriculum  
All pupils at St Mark’s study German from Year 7, with the many similarities to English allowing pupils a speedy start in their language-learning in the two lessons they have 

each week. From Year 8 and Year 9, around a third of each year has one lesson of German and one of French, while the remainder continue with two lessons of German. The 

expectation is that the vast majority of pupils take German or French at GCSE, part of our goal of ensuring as many students as possible experience a broad and balanced 

curriculum. Pupils follow the Edexcel exam route at GCSE for both German and French. 

Key topic areas covered in Years 7-9 include School, Free time and Holiday. These are revisited in more detail at GCSE, where there is a particular focus on getting pupils to 

evaluate and justify their opinions on more complex topics, such as the ills of social media or initiatives for reducing carbon footprints. At A Level, the complexity is ratcheted 

up further, with pupils finishing the course able to write and speak on a range of complex issues, such as Germany’s continuing attempts to come to terms with the past and 

the country’s leadership of the European Union.   

By revisiting topics, layering on more complex grammar, vocabulary and content, pupils approach each new segment of learning from a position of strength, reinforcing and 

building on what they know as they acquire new knowledge.  

There are many cross-curricular links, most notably in literacy and English, where consistent use of key terminology allows pupils to make connections with their existing 

knowledge. All key stages in the languages curriculum touch on other subject areas, for example, in Key Stage 3 and 4 there are clear connections to Geography in the 

environment topics and PSHE with online behaviours, while at A Level, pupils draw on their knowledge of the Holocaust and the rise of Hitler from Key Stage 3 and 4.  

A range of approaches to learning is deployed:  

◼ Thinking skills, critical evaluation and creativity are important for helping pupils to develop their problem-solving 



◼ Communication skills are an obvious focus and one that supports pupils through the wider curriculum 

◼ Social skills ensure pupils can work well in pairs or groups to share knowledge, test hypotheses and problem-solve 

◼ Pupils need a high level of self-management and discipline, not least to engage in the learning of the vocabulary needed to become an effective communicator in a 

foreign language 

◼ Research skills are required at all key stages, from exploring a geographical area of Germany to improving understanding of a specific grammatical concept 

◼ Literacy and numeracy are a core component of language learning 

There are language clubs and interventions to support with specific skills; small group speaking sessions at GCSE to build confidence; and one-on-one speaking sessions at A 

Level to help develop personal areas of interest. 

The five-day residential trips to Berlin and Paris in Year 10 and 11 are popular, annual fixtures. Alongside the language-learning and cultural appreciation, the trips aim to bring 

languages to life outside the classroom, connecting it with the real world, and to provide pupils with life-long memories. We have run an exchange to Germany in the past, 

and this is something we aim to replicate going forward, as the benefits of living with a German family are manifold. 

Impact of the Curriculum  
Take-up of languages has always been high at St Mark’s, and we are on track to meet the government goal of 90% of pupils taking a language at GCSE. A quality classroom 

experience, high levels of uptake at KS4 and KS5, a track-record of strong results at GCSE and A Level and high levels of participation in the various trips are key performance 

indicators. 

There is a carefully structured assessment calendar, allowing pupils to show off their capabilities in all four skills. Pupils receive regular feedback, allowing them to redraft 

essays and develop their oracy. It is a core expectation that pupils respond to the feedback by improving their work as well as develop the skills needed to spot and correct 

their own mistakes. There are a range of marking grids that help them with this. 

Many of our pupils continue to study German as part of their university course or incorporate it into their future career. This highlights the importance and practical use foreign 

languages have in an evolving global culture. 

 

 

 



German 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Year 7 

Meeting and greeting 
 

School Family and friends Free time Where I live Town and Country 

 
Year 8 

 
Holidays 
 

Shopping and food 
After school 
activities 

Health Going out City visit 

 
Year 9 

Free time 
 

Free time School School Relationships Relationships 

 
Year 10 

School 
 

Free time 
Local area, holiday 
and travel 

Local area, holiday and 
travel 

Local area, holiday 
and travel 

Local area, holiday and travel 

 
Year 11 

 
Work 
 

Environment Revision Exam preparation Exam preparation  

 
Year 12 

Family 
Digital world 
 
“Lives of Others” 
 

Digital world 
Fashion/Music/TV 
Festivals and traditions 
 
“Lives of Others” 
 

Festivals and 
traditions 
Art/Architecture 
 
“Lives of Others” 
 

Cultural life in Berlin 
 
“Lives of Others” 
 

Revision 
Exam preparation 
 

Immigration 
 
“The Reader” 

Year 13 
Immigration 
 
“The Reader” 

Integration 
 
“The Reader” 

Racism 
 
“The Reader” 

Germany + EU politics 
 
“The Reader” 

Reunification 
Revision 
Exam preparation 

 

French 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Year 8 

My family and me My family and me School Free time Culture and media Local area / Tourism 

 
Year 9 

Local area / Tourism 
 

Free time / Past tense Leisure and culture School School / World of 
Work / Future plans 

Health and concerns 

 
Year 10 

 
Who am I? 
 

Free time Family 
Festivals 
Traditions 

Local area, holiday and 
travel 

Local area, holiday 
and travel 

Local area, holiday and travel 

 
Year 11 

 
School 
 

Work Environment Revision Exam preparation  

 


