
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – Curriculum Map 
 

Intent of the Curriculum  
Religious Education is an incredibly interesting and rewarding subject that teaches students about different cultures, beliefs, and practices within 21st century Britain and 

the world. Studying Religious Education provide students with vital skills that are important for future careers, such as understanding, explaining, and analysing key 

information, evaluating different interpretations, formulating arguments, debates and judgements, research and critical thinking. The key skills focus in Religious Education 

includes understanding and applying the concepts of significance, cause and effect, change and continuity and utilising a range of sources of evidence to help with 

theological, philosophical and ethical enquiries. As a Catholic school, we focus on Catholic Christianity primarily across the Key Stages, however, students also explore the 

diverse religious beliefs and practices of 21st century Britain, such as studying Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and Sikhism. Philosophy and Ethical is embedded in all units, but is 

also explored in separate units of study across the Key Stages to support students in their understanding of religious belief which impact real world issue, such as human 

rights, holocaust, anti-Semitism, British values, tolerance, diversity, freedom of speech, peace and justice. 

 



Implementation of the Curriculum  
Key Stage 3 Religious Education provides a foundation of knowledge and skills for students to understand a range of religious belief and practices, through studying the 

schemes of work that develop literacy through extended reading and writing tasks, essay writing skills, analysing sources of evidence and evaluating diverse religious and 

non-religious perspectives and interpretations. In Year 7, students will begin their study of Christianity, making connection with the liturgical Christian calendar and their 

own vocation. They will also explore two other religions: Hinduism and Islam, which will deepen their understanding of the multifaith Britain in which they live. In Year 8, 

students continue to develop their understanding of Christianity, but are also introduced to two more religions: Judaism and Shikism. In addition, students will explore 

Philosophical and Ethical study, to provide a foundation for their next steps into GCSE studies. In Year 9, students complete their Key Stage studies and begin to bridge into 

the GCSE course. 

In Key Stage 4, students study for the Edexcel GCSE (Specification A). This includes studying contemporary and philosophical topics such as the existence of God, the Problem 

of Evil, Life after Death, Abortion, Euthanasia, Freedom of Speech, Marriage and the Family.  However, pupils also gain a deeper insight into the Roman Catholic faith 

studying such topics as the Trinity, Apostolic Tradition, Papal Authority, the Sacraments, Vocation and the Sermon on the  Mount. This Specification includes three areas:  

• Catholic Christianity as the main religion of study (accounting for 50% of the qualification).  

• Judaism (accounting for 25% of the qualification).  

• Philosophy and Ethics (accounting for 25% of the qualification).  

Each of the three areas of study is examined at the end of the course in the form of three examinations. These are taught in a sequence which accommodates the needs of 

our students.  

At Key Stage 5, student continue their study of Theology, Philosophy and Ethics, but in much greater depth, following the curriculum set out by the Eduqas WJCE exam 

board. In this Specification students grapple with some of the most profound questions of the human experience.  

A variety of teaching and learning styles are implemented across the Key Stages to make lessons well-paced, pitched at the right level with differentiation and extension of 

activities where appropriate, to make lessons fun, interesting, engaging, enriching and provide the right environment to allow progress to be made by all. The department 

calls up plethora of resources and learning aids including an extensive library of books, videos, digital resources and teacher-made materials. 

 



Impact of the Curriculum  
At Key Stage 3, students are given assessments that imbed key skills that are applicable to the study of Religious Education, including recall of core knowledge, using key 

vocabulary, understanding the nature of theological, philosophical and ethical enquiry, and using various sources of evidence. The curriculum allows for the development of 

key ideas and themes over time that follows a chronological narrative, but also makes links to past topics throughout. This enables effective retrieval of knowledge and links  

between topics to be forged, along with a sense of cultural capital being fostered as the topics are made relatable to the modern world. Essays and mock exams are 

completed throughout Key Stage 4 and 5, with extensive feedback and assessment for learning initiatives implemented to all students.  

As a result, the course across the key stages encourages pupils to search their own conscience and be equipped to articulate their faith in the wider world. Moreover, they 

will also have the critical thinking skills and the knowledge to follow their own vocation with confidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Group Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

Year 7 Introduction to R.E. & 
Creation 

Vocation & religious 
figures 

Hinduism Lent & Holy Week Easter & 
Christianity 

Islam 

Year 8 The Church in Britain Catholic Social Teaching Judaism Sikhism Philosophy of 
Religion 

Ethics & Morality 

Year 9 Sources of Wisdom & 
Authority 

Catholic Forms of 
Expression 

Jewish Beliefs Jewish Beliefs Jewish Practice Jewish Practice 

Year 10 Philosophy Philosophy Ethics Ethics Catholic 
Christianity Beliefs 

& Teachings 

Catholic 
Christianity Beliefs 

& Teachings 

Year 11 Catholic Christianity: 
Practices 

Catholic Christianity: 
Practices 

Revision: Judaism Revision Philosophy 
& Ethics 

  

Year 12 Philosophy of Religion Philosophy of Religion Religion of Ethics Religion of Ethics Christianity Christianity 

Year 13 Philosophy of Religion Philosophy of Religion Religion of Ethics Religion of Ethics Christianity Christianity 



Curriculum Outline 

 

 

 

 


