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Hannah - A superlative work ethic, resilience and a clear focus on her end-goal saw 
Hannah finish Year 11 with nine 9s and an 8, making her a standout performer at St Mark’s 
last year. She says her highlights at GCSE were the Sciences, German and Music. She has 
continued with Biology, Chemistry, Maths and German into A Level, with a view to 
pursuing a career in veterinary science. 

In preparation, she has done a range of courses from both Nottingham and Edinburgh 
universities as well as a summer school with the Royal Veterinary College and a canine 
first aid qualification. She volunteers every week at both an alpaca farm and a cattery, 
having also done stints shadowing an equine vet for a week and doing unpaid work at the 
Coda falconry. 

As shown, Hannah’s education is not solely about exam grades, as excellent as they are. A 
keen musician, singer and dancer, Hannah is working towards Grade 7 piano and 
Intermediate Level in ballet, having done a range of exams, from classical ballet through to 
tap and  disco freestyle. Her piano-playing skills have been showcased at numerous 
assemblies as well as at the annual concert at St John’s Church, Epping, for the Christmas 
Tree Festival. 

A representative for both Year 12 and her form group, with a slew of awards to her name -
- the Senior Maths Challenge and Biology KS4 award to name just two --, Hannah is an 
exceptional role model for all at the school. “It’s just hard work, and never giving up,” she 
says.



Anita - An unfussed, organised and disciplined approach helped Anita post some of the 
best GCSE results at St Mark’s. Opening the envelope on results day, she herself was 
surprised at the seven 9s, two 8s and one 7 that she had achieved. With an average target 
grade of an 8, she had expected to do well, but “not this well,” she says. Anita says she 
took advantage of all the extra sessions on offer to ensure she was well-prepared for the 
in-class assessments, and did extensive reading around her subjects, particularly the 
sciences. 

This approach will serve her well in the St Mark’s Sixth Form, where she has taken on the 
challenge of Chemistry,  Psychology, Biology and Maths. Anita aims to go to university to 
study medicine. She has  already had online work experience offered by the University 
Hospitals of Birmingham and has attended a ‘Get Into Medicine’ conference. Maths has 
always loomed large in her school career, be it a Maths Insight Day at the University of 
Hertfordshire or taking part in the Junior and Intermediate Maths Challenges. 

She goes out of her way to contribute to the wider life of the school, helping younger 
pupils with reading as part of the school’s Literacy Leaders programme and supporting 
other pupils in science lessons with their understanding of key concepts. Whether playing 
the steel pans, organising assemblies or helping to showcase the science department at 
Open Evening, she is an outstanding advertisement for the school.  
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Jake  - Jake produced an outstanding performance last year, bucking a national trend that 
once again saw boys underperform their female peers. He made tand two 5s. When he 
most progress from KS3 to KS4, with four 8s, three 7s, one 6 evaluating the strength of his 
results, we need to consider that Jake’s highest target grade -- as calculated by the Fischer 
Family Trust – was for a five. This meant he achieved an average grade of almost a seven --
two above the level indicated by his Key Stage 2 data. 

Now in the Sixth Form at St Mark’s, Jake has picked Computing, History, Biology and 
Physics for his A Levels and hopes to use them as a route to university, where he would 
like to study a subject related to computers. 

Teachers praise him for his relentless focus and work ethic. “He is an excellent 
independent worker, but also works very well with the team,” says one. Jake’s 
performance shows that clear focus and high aspirations lead to academic success, not 
just for girls. “I just knuckle down, get it done,” says Jake. 
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All three pupils received  certificates and vouchers 

from the Harlow Council. 

Well Done!


