
Dear Parents/Carers  

We reach the end of what has been an extremely busy and exhausting half-term. I am 

sure that students (and certainly staff) are looking forward to their well-deserved break. 

Our term started on a celebratory note with the arrival of new students – notably an 

eager and enthusiastic Year 7 who have thrown themselves into every conceivable club 

and activity, their energy enriching the school every day. We have also seen the arrival 

of a mature and sophisticated Year 12 who – having reached the lofty heights of 

‘students’ – are tackling their Sixth Form Studies in a way that has impressed their 

teachers. They are a fine example to Year 11 of what can be achieved through hard 

work.  

We also end our half-term on a celebratory note. The exam results we achieved in the summer were outstanding and I am 

delighted that the publication of the league tables has shown just how successful we have been. On EVERY measure – 

Achieving Maths & English, entering the English Baccalaureate (Ebacc), achieving the Ebacc, Attainment 8, Progress 8, staying 

in education – St Mark’s has the best results in Harlow. Exams are only one measure on which to judge our school, but I am 

immensely proud of what our students have achieved. These results validate their hard work, the efforts of the staff who gave up 

weekends and holidays to run revision sessions and extra classes and, of course, the support of parents. Of all the measures on 

the league tables, I am most pleased with the ‘Progress 8’ figure. This shows the ‘progress’ students have made in their best 8 

subjects and it clearly highlights that whatever their ability when they joined St Mark’s, they have done so well.  

I include a link to the league tables and encourage parents to look at our results in detail.  

www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk 
 
As we come to the end of the half-term our celebrations have continued. The wonderful ‘Welcome Mass’ formally welcomed 

Year 7 to the school and cemented their special place in the community. The singing, the liturgy, the offertory and readings were 

very special – and moving.  My thanks go to all involved.  

Looking forward to the next half term, it continues to be a busy time ahead; from the Sixth Form Opportunities Evening, to 

Interview Day, to Parents’ evenings, charity events, sports fixtures, the carol service, rehearsals for the school play – there is 

something for every student and every year group.   

Inevitably, we say some goodbyes to staff as the half-term ends. Firstly, to Mr Heelan, who is relocating to Ireland where he will 

take up a new post at a school in Wicklow. Mr Heelan has worked at St Mark’s for 5 years and has been an invaluable member 

of the science department, a popular and supportive Form Tutor and a respected colleague. He has also been a great supporter 

of extra-curricular events and has run several sports clubs.  We all wish him every success in the next stage of his teaching 

career.  

Secondly, we say (temporarily) goodbye to Mrs Larke as she goes on maternity leave. She now has 

the most important job in the world – being a mum (again) – and we wish her and her family much 

happiness and love in the future. We will see her again in July when she returns to work, but hope to 

see her, and her new baby, before that.  

Finally, I wish all students, parents and staff a restful, enjoyable and safe break. School commences 

on 29 October 2018 at normal time. 

Yours sincerely 

John Taylor, Associate Headteacher  

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 

OCTOBER 2018 

Welcome  

http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk


Year 7 Welcome Mass 
We were delighted to welcome family members and friends of the school to Year 7’s Welcome Mass this 
month, which formally marks them joining our school. During the Mass Year 7’s presented individual 
symbols of their talents, hopes and ambitions and a collective banner from each Form Group.   
 
The singing from the Year 7’s was exceptional this year and they were accompanied by the musical  
talents of Eddy and David.  It was a lovely occasion.  Thank you to Father Bernard and Deacon Michael 
and to all the pupils, staff and families, who contributed to making it such a very special service. 

Well done Year 7 for a successful first half term. 

Spirituality 



Jack Petchey Award Winners 

September  

Harmony has encouraged other 

pupils to join the Liturgy Group.  She 

gives up lunchtimes to help with Liturgy 

Activities during feasts and festivals.  

She is a very committed member.   

October  

Alfie involves himself in the life of 

the school and wants to make it a 

happy and positive place for pupils 

to be in.  He deserves this award for 

his attitude and effort.   

Black History Month Assemblies 
Celebrating Black History Month pupils from all year groups presented a celebration of their heritage in 

assemblies over the past fortnight.  There was dancing from various year groups, which included a  

contemporary and Afro-beats mix.  A display of national costume brought the celebrations to a lively and 

colourful conclusion.  Well done to all who participated. 

Community & Service 

MY BAND Half Term course in BRENTWOOD 
The course is for 11-18 year olds and is a fantastic opportunity 
to try out song-writing, performing, forming a band and 
recording.  Please could you make students aware of this 
course? Find out more about the course on our website with a 
link for booking here https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/site/

events/my-band-october-half-term-holiday-course/ 
  
The course is subsidised by Essex Music Education Hub and is charged at the discount rate of 
£30 for the 2-day course.  This course has recently been featured in an Education Essex 
e-newsletter.  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexmusichub.org.uk%2Fsite%2Fevents%2Fmy-band-october-half-term-holiday-course%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cnatasha.coplestone-crow%40st-marks.essex.sch.uk%7Ca4f523d232f04e8955a808d62ab473b8%7C6f700
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexmusichub.org.uk%2Fsite%2Fevents%2Fmy-band-october-half-term-holiday-course%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cnatasha.coplestone-crow%40st-marks.essex.sch.uk%7Ca4f523d232f04e8955a808d62ab473b8%7C6f700


Respect 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal: Operation Christmas Child 

For their Charity Project 2018, Years 11-13 are organising the Christmas 

Shoebox Appeal.  Filled with gifts for a boy or girl aged 10-14 years, the 

programme is designed to spread the message of God’s love to children in need 

across the world.  In the next couple of weeks every Form Group will be given a 

box to fill collectively and they will be asked to donate 20p per person to help 

cover the costs incurred by the charity in distributing the boxes across the world.   

Families who would like to fill a shoebox at home are invited to do so and details of what they 

need to do can be found on the website of Samaritan’s Purse: Operation Christmas Child.  

(www.samaritans-se.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child) 

Filled shoeboxes need to be brought in to school between 2 - 9 November.    

Open Day - October 2018 
We were absolutely packed at Open Evening with the large number of visitors who 

attended and came on daytime tours.  It was lovely to see the pride shining from the 

faces of the pupils, who were conducting tours or demonstrating in different  

departments.  But, St Mark’s is always on show and we have had many requests for 

tours which are still available upon request.   

Applications have dramatically increased and we look forward to next year with anticipation. 

Streets 2 Homes Speaker 

As part of their English Curriculum, Year 9 have 

been studying the novel ‘Stone Cold’ by Robert 

Swindells.  The story is about the struggles of a 

homeless teacher.  A guest speaker, Wayne Hood 

from the Harlow Charity Streets 2 Homes, gave a 

presentation to Year 9. 

Mr Hood spoke at length about the problems  

homeless people face, followed by a question and 

answer session. 

It was certainly very informative and gave students 

an opportunity to glimpse the harsh realities of 

homelessness and what organisations and  

churches here in Harlow are able to offer. 

Year 6 Masterclass   

The Masterclass programme at St Mark’s is designed to support Year 6 pupils.  Our next opportunity to 

participate in the year 6 Masterclass programme at St Mark’s is on Tuesday 27 November 2018. The 

event will begin at 3.45pm and finish at 5.45pm.  For more details contact Mrs Long.  

  



 Netball  

St Mark’s v St Nicholas  

13-3 Win  

Player of the match- Carly 

St Mark’s v Passmores 

Passmores 9-0 Win  

Player of the Match- Nicole 

 

Essex Cup   

Year 9  

Saffron Walden in the Essex Cup Lost 12-34  
however are through to the Essex Plate  
competition. 

Player of the Match- Ellisa 

Confidence 

Rugby  

Harlow schools rugby tournament Week 1 

Harlow District Tournament 

Year 7 rugby won 3/4 matches  

Year 8 rugby won 2/2 matches  

Year 9 rugby - won 2/2 matches  

Football 

Essex Cup Round 1 

Year 8 football -  round 1;  

Won 4-3 on penalties after a 0-0 draw with 
West Hatch 

Year 9 football - round 1 won against Highams 
Park 3-0 

Year 10 football - won against Passmores 2-1 

District Cross Country - 9 October  

St Marks’ competed in the Annual WESSA Cross 

Country at Burnt Mill School this month.  

Congratulations to all the participants who ran very 

well.  A special mention to Bosco in Year 11 

for coming 8th and Keira in Year 7 for 11th place.  



Careers News Update 

Year 7 registration visits 

Each form group will be visited during registration by Mrs Moon 
and the Careers Ambassadors.  This will provide an opportunity 
for the pupils to meet Mrs Moon, find out more about the 
Careers Centre and about drop in sessions.  The pupils will be 
informed of upcoming careers events and be given a 'Bubbles' 
questionnaire to help think about future careers. 

  

The Year 9 Careers Carousel will commence at the beginning of December and contributors to 
the event are currently being contacted. If any parent/carer would like to come along to discuss their 
child’s career path they are very welcome to call Mrs Moon or Mr Rowland on 01279 421267 for further 
information.  

 

Year 10 Work Experience  

Work Experience for July 2019 is currently in the early planning stages.  An information evening for 
parents has taken place and a Year 10 assembly will follow shortly.  The pupils will be given ‘Own Find’ 
forms to use to start seeking a placement. Work Experience will take place in the final two weeks of the 
summer term. 

 

Year 11 Interview Day - 23 November 2018.  Many pupils have identified their intended career 
path, which enables relevant interviewers to be approached.  Others are being identified through the one 
to one interviews.  

Sixth Form 

A new pilot programme has recently been rolled out and has been received with great interest. Careers 
Ambassadors from the Sixth Form will be offering their experiences and advice of careers events to 
pupils in younger years. A survey has been created and will be issued to all Sixth Form classes next 
week. Any pupil who would like to come forward is most welcome.  

 

Sixth Form work experience is also being planned with the help of the dedicated Sixth Form team 
and some involvement from the Careers Centre with regards to CV advice etc.  Any Sixth Form pupil 
attending work experience is required to complete and return a work experience form to the careers 
office.  

 

Visionpath and Price Bailey: St Mark's have been working very closely with Visionpath and Price 
Bailey, developing events for different year groups.  This month, the CEO of Price Bailey and the 
Director of Visionpath spoke to 30 Sixth Form pupils during a morning dedicated to Entrepreneurship.  
Future events are also planned including Mock Interviews, Upskill Workshops, Mini Career Coaching 
sessions, CV presentation workshops and others.   

We are very lucky to be involved in this initiative and to have so many dedicated volunteers offering their 
time to our pupils. 

 

 

The Future 



  

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 

                   

The Headteacher, Staff, Pupils and Governors, warmly invite you to 

Year 12 Open Evening 
Thursday 8 November 2018 

7.00pm - 9.00pm 

(The Headteacher and Head of Sixth Form will address parents at 7.15pm) 

McMillan Coffee Morning and Wear it Pink Day 

Friday 5th of October marked a very busy 
day for the St Mark's Sixth Form and 
staff. A large group of students, as part of 
their Enrichment Programme, helped 
organise two successful charity 
fundraising events.  

One was Pink Day! This day was    

promoted across the school, where     
students donated £1 to wear one pink 
item to school. This event was to support 
the Breast Cancer Charity Unit at St 
Margaret's Hospital in Epping,  who are a 

charity  devoted to raising awareness of breast cancer in the local community and conducting 
clinical trials researching treatment of breast  cancer. They also support those whilst undergoing     
treatment in such programmes as Fabulous and Beautiful, which gives pampering sessions, tips 
on styling wigs and makeup.  

The second fundraising event to take place this day was the Macmillan Coffee Morning: 

The World's Biggest Coffee Morning!  At break, the Sixth Form students, aided by members of 
the Admin Team, served coffees and cakes to the staff at St Mark's, who were more than happy 
to donate to this worthwhile cause. 

In total, both events raised an amazing £762.83 for cancer research. We are incredibly proud 

of our Sixth Form students who helped plan these wonderful events. 
Miss S Hughes- Assistant Leader of Sixth Form (Enrichment) 



Fastnet5 Netball Trip 

On Saturday 13th October the PE department took 26 pupils to watch the All Stars 
Fastnet5 Netball competition at the Copper Box Arena.  

The event was inspirational to all pupils that attended, some of our pupils were 
lucky enough to meet the players!  

Year 9 Road Safety Play 

The Year 9 pupils watched a Road Safety play performed by the theatre company GINIFICENT this month.  The play 

was called ‘Perfect’ which was a chilling true story which gave a powerful message.   The play addressed the use of 

seatbelts, road safety, driver distraction along with the  

consequences and provided the pupils with a realistic demonstration of what can happen!  Thank you to Ginificent for 

a brilliant performance. 

Required: Senior Midday Assistant 
 Hours between 1.30pm - 2.30pm 

 (Hours subject to change during exam periods) 
 Monday to Friday (term time only) 

 Rate of pay: £8.86 per hour  
The Governors of St Mark’s are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 

people. Successful candidates will be required to undergo an enhanced CRB check. 
Visit our website for an application form and further details or alternatively call 01279 421267. 

Homework Club is open 8am - 8.50am each Morning, Break and Lunchtime. 

After school sessions run until 4.30pm.  Homework Club is open to all year groups in A2/

A3 and is supported by at least 4 members of staff.  Children have access to the 

computers for ShowmyHomework, internet research and school applications. 

Absence Reporting   

St Mark’s uses the ‘Absences’ facility on the ParentMail App.  This means that you will be able to inform the 
school of your child’s absence without having to telephone or write a letter to explain why they are off school. 
The absence reporting will only work through the ParentMail (PMX) App, so it is important that parents / 
carers download the App onto their iPhone or Android device. 
You will be able to report absences in 4 easy steps: 

1. From the ParentMail App, open ‘Absences’ and select your child’s name. 

2. Select a reason for the absence from a drop down menu. 

3. Select an amount of time that your child is likely to be off school for. 

Add a comment / note to clarify the reason for the absence eg Flu, Sickness 
bug etc, and then send to the school. 

You must report any absence BEFORE 9am. 

Please be aware that holidays cannot be authorised. 

Key Dates 
31 October - Year 11 Parents’ Evening 5pm - 7pm 

8 November - Sixth Form Open Evening 7pm - 9pm 

14 November - Year 7 Parents’ Evening 5pm - 7pm 

23 November - Year 11 Interview Day 

27 November - Year 6 Masterclass Evening 3.45pm - 5.45pm 

28 November - 7 December - Year 11, 12 & 13 Mock Exams 

11 December - Year 11 History Trip to the Globe Theatre 

13 December Carol Concert - Holy Cross Church - 7pm 

18 December - Advent Services  

18 December - St Mark’s Got Talent 7pm - 9pm 

19 December - Presentation of Certificates Years 12 & 13  

 

END OF TERM  

Wednesday 

19 December 2018  

Finish 12.30pm 

 

Back to School  

Thursday 3 January 2019 


