
It seems that every half term gets busier than the one before. This half term has been fully of goodbyes 

and welcomes.  
 

Firstly, we saw our Year 11 and 13 pupils complete their examinations and say their good byes to this 

stage of their education. We wish them well for the next stage and know that, with their parents, St 

Mark’s has prepared them for the next step.  
 

Next it was wonderful to see our new year 7s and new year 12s walk through the doors to join us last 

week. Each group had a fantastic induction programme and left the school smiling and looking forward to 

returning in September.  
 

Now there are a few members of staff that we would like to recognise at this point. Each of them have 

given service to St Mark’s and especially to the pupils that they have taught or supported. Each of them 

is moving on to new roles or lives. It is therefore with great regret that we say goodbye to the following 

staff:  

• Mr Kerins (Language Teacher and previous Head of Year) retiring after 32 years of dedicated 

service to the staff and pupils at St Mark’s;  

• Mrs Opperman (Head of Health and Social Care and Science Teacher) retiring after 13 years of 

devoted service to the pupils and staff;  

• Mrs Plowman (Learning Centre Manager) retiring after nearly 14 years loyal service to the staff and 

pupils;  

• Ms Kelekun (Mathematics teacher);  

• Mr Flowers (Head of PE) 

• Mr Boachie (Mathematics teacher). 

• Mrs Panton  (Exam Invigilator) retiring after 11 years service to the school; 

• Mrs Clements (Cleaner); 

• Mr Burling (Mid-day Supervisor 7 Exam Invigilator); 

We wish them well in their new endeavours.  
 

Currently Years 10 and 12 are on work experience. We all wish them success in their endeavours and 

look forward to seeing them back on the 5 September, with all their news and tales of their time during 

this work experience.  
 

This week, Years 7—9 will be taking part in Activities Week. This is a time of learning and fun outside of 

the normal classroom. We know that will enjoy all the different activities that have been planned for them. 

We look forward to welcoming them all back on Monday 5 September 2022.  

A reminder to parents, summer term will finish for pupils on Wednesday 20 July 2022 at 12.30pm 

As we come to the end of this academic year, we would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the pupils, staff, governors and parents for their unending care, support and 

hard work.  
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LEARNING OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM 

On Friday 24
 
June, Year 12 attended the 'UK University & Apprenticeship Search' event at     

Tottenham Hotspur Stadium. 
 

Pupils were able to speak to a variety of different university representatives and attend seminars 

on a range of topics.  

Andrew, our newly appointed Head Boy, found it very useful, "The University Summer Fayre was      

insightful. Alongside the University of Cambridge, which is my first University choice, the fayre 

has given me the opportunity to look into other Universities that suits my needs and have        

attracted me the most. The universities I chose to look at were Bath, Leicester, University of the 

Arts London, Kent, Sheffield, Dundee, Lancaster, and University for the Creative Arts. Each    

university was interesting as it showed me the appealing facilities, various societies and the 

achievements and breakthroughs that the universities have accomplished in the past. In addition, 

I also attended seminars about tips on how to construct a striking Personal Statement and      

employment and degrees in university. Overall, the day was a great opportunity in looking into 

multiple universities and gaining useful insight and information.  Aspiring to a career in            

Architecture, these universities gave me plenty of scope into which of them is the best for me." 

 

In school, Year 12 have begun their university (UCAS) applications and this experience has    

enabled them to find out more about various courses, pathways, and university life. We are     

excited to see what future careers they pursue and are confident their efforts in Year 12 will      

facilitate working towards these. 

  
 



LEARNING OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM 

St Mary’s University Enrichment Day 

This summer term, the RE and PE Department teamed up to 
take a group of Year 10 and Year 12 pupils to St Mary’s        
University for an enrichment day. St Mary’s University is the 4th 
highest riser on the league table (behind Oxford, Cambridge 
and Durham), but perhaps more importantly, they are ranked 
5th in the country for pupil satisfaction. At St Mary’s University, 
our pupils received a tour of the campus from university pupils, a comprehensive talk on          
university life and finances, and excellent taster seminars: (1) Sports Sciences and (2) Ethics.  

A Year 10 pupil said: “I really enjoyed the talks. It has inspired me!” 

A Year 12 pupil said, “I have been visiting universities close to home, so being able to visit a   
university that is further away helped me widen my options. Comparing the facilities and the   
calibre of the lectures here, I feel that St Mary will be one of my options when applying to        
universities.” 

Half of the pupils on the trip already planned to go to university and the trip nurtured their        
aspirations for Higher Education. The other half was not sure if university was a viable option, 
but after hearing the talks and receiving a deeper understanding of the requirements and        
finances, not to mention the excellent facilities and lectures, all pupils realised that university is a 
realistic option. Mr Hyde, Head of RE, said “Days like these are crucial to enrich and inspire our 
pupils to realise and aspire to be all that they can be.” Ms Webster, Head of Year and PE    
teacher, said: “Today was a great success for both our GCSE and A-Level pupils, and the staff 
also got a lot from the day, too.” 

Thank you to all the staff at St Mary’s for their exceptional welcome and to the staff who         
supported our pupils with this enrichment day.  



LEARNING OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 and 8 Robotics club 

Congratulations to our Year 7 and 8 pupils who participated in the Robotics club this year. 

They have designed and built a number of models and  tested them in  competitions against 

each other. 

Computing department 

Intermediate Biology Olympiad 

Year 12 Biologists sat the Intermediate Biology Olympiad this year. It is a competition open to 

pupils in the first year of post-16 education anywhere in the world and has questions designed 

to challenge their understanding of Biology. The pupils are pictured here with their Certificates. 

Well done to all. 



Another 
successful 
day full of 

talent. 

Well done 
to all who 
competed. 

                

 

 

 

Thank you to all the staff 
who organised and 
supported the day. 

SPORTS DAY 2022 
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On Wednesday 6 July, the Brentwood Diocesan 

Vocations Team visited St Mark’s School. The 

vocations team consisted of two priests, two 

religious sisters and two married couples (one 

couple brought their 3-month-old baby girl with 

them) from the Marriage and Family Life 

Association. Year 9, who have spent much of their 

year considering GCSE options and reflecting on 

their future, was given the opportunity to hear 

testimonies and receive workshops on vocations, 

exploring how their gifts and talents might be used in 

their chosen careers and vocations. 

 

 

 

Pupils enjoyed the energy 

that the vocations team 

shared and all pupils were 

engaged, asking relevant 

and pertinent questions, 

which the speakers were 

very open to exploring with 

them.  

 

The day finished with collective worship, in the context of Mass, celebrating everyone’s gifts and 

reflecting on what they had explored and their own vocations.  

One pupil said: “When I first saw a ‘nun’, I wasn’t sure, but then I got to chat to them and heard their 

stories. They were truly inspirational.”  

Another pupil said: “I got a lot from all the speakers, but I was surprised at how much I enjoyed the Mass. 

It was calm and peaceful – a great opportunity to think about things.” 

Many thanks to Fr Mark and the entire 

Vocations Team for an inspiring day.  

 

VOCATIONS DAY 



SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 

A lot of things have happened this academic year: where members of the School Council have 

helped to support, organise or participated in. Just ot name a few things, the year 12 & 13 trip to 

the supreme court, the Year 11 Globe Theatre trip, BBC’s share your story, the Oliver production 

and sports day. So, what else have the school council been up to this year? 

 

Stationery week & Stationery on a Monday: 

For starters, each member of the 

School Council has taken turns every 

Monday since the start of 2022 selling 

stationery for the pupils who lack      

certain items in their pencil cases.    

Stationery week made it possible to 

spread the word of the stationery on 

sale in a quick and effective manner. 

We’ve ensured anyone and everyone 

can access necessary equipment and 

have made it cheap and affordable.   

 

Year 7 Induction day and welcome stationery 

packs 

For the year 7’s induction day, the School Council 

members put together the essential items that pupils 

will need when they start at St mark’s in September.  

Pupils remembered their first days at secondary 

school and  looking for stationery packs.  As a 

thoughtful way to welcome the new pupils, the School 

council decided to put together the packs and make 

them feel more comfortable as the newest pupils in 

our school. 

 

 

School suggestions  

During the year 7’s walking and talking event on the 

field the school council was able to gather             

suggestions for the school. Form reps and pupils 

have also been asked on their opinions about how to 

make the school an even better place. After which 

they were all organised and sent to Miss Heaphy to 

be reviewed and thought over. 



SIXTH FORM INDUCTION DAYS 

We had the pleasure of welcoming our new Year 12 

pupils into school for 2 days of induction, giving them 

the chance to experience the life of a sixth former. 

Once they had consumed their pastries, pupils were 

given the opportunity to try out a variety of lessons 

and consolidate the choices they have made for           

September. This was well met and staff were full of 

praise for the way in which they took to the lessons.  

We also looked at the broader aspects of sixth form 

life covering, growth mindset, well-being, finance,    

enrichment and the important role it will play going   

forward. They finished their day with some group   

challenges resulting in some excellent chair building, 

tested by our very own Mr Hembling. It was wonderful 

to see so many pupils and the enthusiasm as they 

begin the next chapters of their lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to seeing 

many of them on results day 

where we will be available if 

any help is required.  



GRADUATION DAY—THE SCHOLAR’S CLUB 

Jesus College Brilliant Club Trip, Cambridge 

This term, pupils from Years 9, 10 and 12 have had the opportunity to take part in The Brilliant 

Club Scholar's Programme. This has been conducted before school and during lunch each week 

and gives pupils from non-selective state schools the opportunity to work with a PhD researcher 

to experience university style learning. It helps pupils develop their skills, knowledge and       

confidence to secure a 

place at a highly          

selective university. All 

pupils complete a     

challenging final         

assignment pitched one 

key stage above their 

current level.              

Assignments are 

marked and moderated 

with university gradings. 

On Thursday 14
th
 July, our 

scholars attended a           

graduation ceremony at Jesus 

College, Cambridge             

University, where they         

received their certificates for 

successfully completing the 

programme. Out of the 20 

graduates; 13 were graded 

First Class (1st) and 7 with Upper-Second Class (2.1) - well done to all who took part. 



THE START OF ACTIVITIES WEEK 

At this time of year we provide pupils with the opportunity to work on projects that can be    

developed throughout the day. So our Activities week starts with training our pupils in First 

Aid, building different types of rockets, protecting and understanding our oceans and           

understanding what makes a good relationship.  



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

We would like to wish you all a restful, safe and 
happy summer holiday, and look forward to     

seeing you all again in September..   

School finishes on  

20th July at 12.30pm 


