
We are coming to the end of a very busy term. 
There has been so much to celebrate this 
academic year.  

Firstly, I would like to congratulate pupils in Years 
11-13 for completing their mock examinations in 
the past few weeks. I hope that they use the 
experience and feedback in a positive way to 
support their future learning. 

Secondly, we were delighted to welcome the 
Section 48 Inspection Team to our school on 7 
November 2018.  It was wonderful to be part of 
the feedback group, which heard the fantastic comments made by the team.  They were amazed by our 
pupils, whose behaviour, hard work and learning were commented on very positively; in addition, to the 
hard work and dedication of our staff and Governors.  

I am delighted to inform you that the Section 48 Inspection Team has judged that St Mark’s is an 

Outstanding school. 

A big thank you for the continuing support of our pupils, parents, staff and Governors, who share a 
commitment to ensuring that St Mark’s continues to be an outstanding School. 

Thirdly, on the 5 December 2018, it was wonderful to be part of the audience celebrating the Harlow 
Progress Awards. St Mark’s had a large number of pupils who received awards for their progress from 
KS1-2, KS2-3 and KS3-4. For further details please see page 5. 

I could continue with all the fantastic achievements and events this term but we would have to extend this 
newsletter to a book. However, I would like to congratulate all our pupils who attended their Presentation 
of Certificates ceremony today. Well done for all your success and hard work over your years at St 
Mark’s. 

FAREWELL AND THANK YOU 

At this time of year it is always sad to say goodbye to valued members of our school. We therefore would 
like to thank the following staff for all their service and hard work to  the pupils at St Mark’s and wish them 
every success in their future life and/ or careers. Mr Barnes, Head of Sociology and Psychology and Mrs 
Lawlor who is going on maternity leave. 

Congratulations to all who took part in the many events throughout this term. A big thank you to 

the parents and carers who have been so supportive (and unofficial taxi drivers). 

A reminder for parents / carers that school will begin again in the new year on the  

3 January 2019 at 8.50am.  

    I WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

P.S.- Look out for our ‘new look’ website and Twitter next term….  Elaine Heaphy — Headteacher  
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Community & Service 

SIXTH FORM ENRICHMENT 

This term has been a very busy one for the Sixth Form, with the run up to Mock 
Exams, Charity Weeks and trips, but we are  
happy to say we made it through - and set an amazing example while doing it! 

12 BEDE were instrumental in the organising of Operation Christmas Child     
during Bede's Charity week in November. And as a school, we donated an      
incredible 88 boxes for this wonderful cause. 

12 ELGAR did an equally    
amazing job during Elgar’s    
Charity week this month, with 
all   proceeds being donated to 
Streets2Home, a local charity that 
help the homeless. The school 
mini-bus was filled to the brim with donations, ranging 
from bags of hats, scarfs and gloves, to sleeping bags, 
pillows, and toothpaste. It is always so heart warming to 
see our pupils open up their hearts to such a great cause. 

 

There were are two great educational trips 
this term. One to St Margaret's Hospital in 
Epping for our Sixth Form pupils interested in 
the Medical and Health Care profession, 
where pupils were given first hand              
experience of using a defibrillator, blood   
pressure machine, oxygen tank, and received  
invaluable training on dealing with mental 
health issues among youths 
- an ever present issue in our society. 

 

The second trip was to 
the British Film Institute in 
Southbank, where our 
Sixth Form media pupils 
had a training day on all 
things news! A key part of 
their A Level course.  

Miss Hughes - Head of 

Sixth Form Enrichment 

Carol Concert 

Our annual Carol Service took place at Holy Cross last week, 
this was a lovely event and one which certainly enabled the   
congregation of pupils, parents, staff and friends of the school to 
reflect in the true meaning of Christmas.   

The collection at the service for Regina Coeli raised £180.72. 

Well done to all staff and pupils who were involved and thank 
you to father Bernard for hosting the event at Holy Cross 
Church. 



 

Community and Service 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

The Staff at St Mark’s got in to the festive spirit last Friday by wearing their Christmas Jumpers in support 

of ‘Save the Children’.  A big 'Thank You' for all their support last week with Christmas Jumper Day.  We 

managed to raise £150, which is brilliant.  

Congratulations to Mr Gordon! 

Congratulations to Mr Gordon who was awarded runner up for the ‘Changing Lives 
through Sport and Physical Activity Award’ in the Active Harlow Awards  
Ceremony held at Council Chamber at the Civic Centre on the evening of 22  
November 2018.   

The aim of the Harlow Sports Awards is to celebrate 
and recognise local sporting talent and achievements 
in the Harlow area.  Well done Sir!  

Jack Petchey Award Winners 

Well done to our winners 

September 

Harmony has encouraged other pupils to join the School Council and the  Lit-
urgy Group.  She gives up her times to help others, especially with Liturgy Activities 
during feasts and festivals and School Council events and projects.  She is a very 
committed member of the school and is always there to help  others. 

 

October 

Alfie involves himself in the life of the school and wants to 
make it a happy and positive place for pupils to be in.  He works 
hard to support others, especially younger  pupils. He is always 
there to be a friend, especially to those in the Liturgy Group.  

 

November 

Shruthi  has always worked tirelessly in the Library to  
   support other pupils, both with their work and with a smile. She is 
   there to listen to all those pupils who come to the Library for a  
   friendly chat .    



Berlin hat Spass gemacht!  

The MFL department took 40 pupils on a four-day trip to Germany's    
vibrant capital. During the stay in Berlin, pupils visited a number of      
historic sites, from the Holocaust Memorial and Frederick the Great's  
palaces in Potsdam to the iconic east Berlin TV tower and the zoo in the 
western part of the city.  

One of the highlights was a trip to the top of the Reichstag - the       
equivalent of our Houses of Parliament: pupils took a night-time stroll 
atop the Reichstag roof and viewed the city lights before climbing the 
curved walkway that takes you to the top of Sir Norman Foster's dome.  

We were very impressed with the pupils' confidence in trying out their 
German, and they behaved impeccably. The department is currently   
organising next year's trip. Letters have gone out, and if you have any 
questions, please speak to Mr Manzaroli. 

Learning 

Year 6 Masterclass   
On Tuesday 4th December, St Mark's welcomed Year 6 pupils to a History        
Masterclass evening. They learnt about life in the trenches during WW1 and the lack 
of protective uniform that was worn. Their task was to design a new uniform to help 
soldiers brave the conditions of WW1 trenches, and obstacles such as barbed wire. 
Afterwards, pupils learnt about the type of food that soldiers were able to keep   
safely and eat on the Front Lines. To their uniform designs, the pupils then added a 
'Perfect Picnic' for the soldier which ensured they kept their energy up whilst 
fighting. Year 6 pupils worked fantastically well - it was a really enjoyable event.  

Geography Fieldwork 

Over the past couple of weeks the AS and A-Level  
Geography pupils at St Marks have been undertaking their field-
work.  

In their final year, each pupil has to come up with a question that 
they will go and collect data for and attempt to answer.  

Questions this year have 
ranged from how regeneration 
of an area has an effect on 
crime levels, to if planting     
certain species of trees in an area can increase its carbon storing    
potential (a particularly relevant topic right now).  

Pupils spent two days in Epping Forest and two days in Stratford     
collecting their data, which will hopefully lead to them either proving or 
disproving their questions." 

On 6th November 2018, Mathematics pupils from Year 12 & 13 
were invited to take part in the Senior Maths Challenge,         or-
ganised by the UK Mathematics Trust.   Congratulations to the 
following St Mark’s pupils, who were awarded certificates in 
recognition of their success: 
Meg Gumble – Silver Award & Best in School; Ryan Draper – 
Silver Award; Eddie Soetsane, Jordan Washington, John Hoang, 
Jennifer Saikumar & Celiat Rajotola – All received Bronze 
Awards. 

The positive integer 2018 is the 

product of two primes.  What is the 

sum of these two primes? 

1001      B.  1010      C.  1011      

D.  1100      E.  1101   



Harlow Educational Progress Awards 

The outstanding educational progress of young people educated in 
Harlow schools was recognised at the annual Harlow Educational  
Progress Awards held on Monday 5 December 2018 at the Civic   
Centre.  

In front of a packed Council Chamber, the young people collected their 
awards from Michael Beard, Public Health England.  The awards are 
for young people who were nominated by their Primary and Secondary 
Schools for the progress and contributions they have made at different 
learning stages, some overcoming significant challenges to do so.  

The Pupils were awarded with a framed certificate and given a  
voucher for their achievements.  Jennifer Saikumar was the overall 
winner of the progress for Key Stage 3 to 4 and St Mark’s was   
awarded the winning school for the Key Stage.  We are all so proud of 
our pupils both those who have attended St Mark’s throughout their 
school life and those who have recently joined us in Year 7 and the 
Sixth Form. 

St Mark’s Winners:  
Keira Brice, Jerome Egharevba, Max Lingwood,  
Archie Dundridge, Filip Rzecholka, George Siggers,  
Cian Moroney, Ryan Draper, Daynyus Halinaukas,  
Mia Griffiths, Hollie Uwins, Emmanuel Omotoyo and  
Curtis Swqanzy Impraim  
 

Well done to all. 

Achievement 

Tomorrow’s Engineers Energy Quest 
On Thursday 15 November 2018, sixty year seven pupils participated in this year’s EDT energiser    
workshop called “Tomorrow’s Engineers Energy Quest”. 
 
This is a free schools programme which encourages young people (aged 11-14) to find out all about  
sustainable energy and learn about associated engineering careers. 
 
The Energiser Workshop is an interactive STEM workshop packed with hands-on activities, careers  
information and stories from real engineers working in energy.  Pupils received their own workbook to 
capture learning as they explored concepts of energy generation, sustainability and technologies.  
 
They also had the opportunity to explore concepts in physics, design & technology and engineering. The 
workshop sees pupils team up and draw on their STEM skills, creative thinking, problem solving and 
teamwork to imagine innovative solutions that could one day power our future cities.   It was a fantastic  
opportunity for our future young engineers! 



Globe Theatre 

On Tuesday 11th December, 45 GCSE History pupils visited the 
Globe Theatre as part of their Elizabethan England course.  

Pupils learnt about the history of the Globe, and questioned how 
well it reflected wider society during Elizabeth I's reign. They also 
were given a Elizabethan Actor dressing demonstration to show 
this reflection further, as Shakespeare ensured that the actors on 
stage followed the societal laws in relation to the wealth status of 
their character that they played.  

Pupils were given a tour of the area to understand the difference 
in society between the City of London and south of the River Thames in the Elizabethan period, and 
shown where events such as Bear-baiting took place. In the afternoon, pupils visited the Old Operating 
Theatre Museum and Herb Garrett, as part of their Health and the People module.  

Here, the pupils listened to a presentation on Victorian Surgery within the operating theatre room, which 
dates back to 1822. This is the only surviving operating theatre from the 19th century. It was built in the 
eaves of the redundant St Thomas' Church and was used as an operating theatre for women patients, as 
it was adjacent to the women's ward at the original site of St Thomas' Hospital.   

They learnt how brutal surgery was during this time, and how pivotal the inventions of anaesthetic and 
antiseptic were. They then looked around the Herb Garrett which showcases how medicine has          
developed since the 19th century. The first case of herbal medicine being used at St Thomas' Hospital 
dates back to the Elizabethan period. Pupils were captivated by the grandness of the Globe and by the 
oddities of the Old Operating Theatre. They found the day very useful towards their studies.  

Learning & Service 

Christmas Dinner 

To end a busy term a large number of 
excited pupils and staff entered the 
Canteen to enjoy their school      
Christmas Lunch which was  
prepared and served to them by Santa 
and his elves, Mother Christmas and a  
massive Christmas present (usually 
known as the Canteen staff).  The    
traditional Christmas meal of turkey 
with all the trimmings, plus a vegetarian 
option, was on offer. 

The Dining Room looked very festive 
and the sounds of snapping crackers 
could be heard, alongside the groans resulting from the telling of the cheesy jokes inside the crackers!  
Staff and pupils very much enjoyed their lunch .   

Many thanks to the Canteen staff who worked so hard to make it a special time, and for all their work 
throughout the year to keep us all well fed. 



 

Netball  

St Mark’s v St Nicholas  

13-3 Win  

Player of the match - Carly S 

St Mark’s v Passmores 

Passmores 9-0 Win  

Player of the Match -  Nicole 

Essex Cup   

Year 9  

Saffron Walden in the Essex Cup Lost 12-34  
however are through to the Essex plate  

Confidence 

Football 

Year 12/13 football v Davenant lost 3-4 Player of 
the match Charles Asante 
Basketball 
Year 8 won 20-0         MVP Rhody Y 
Year 9 won 23-6         MVP Joseph K 
Year 10/11 won 34-24 MVP Tre G 
Basketball v Epping St John 
Year 10/11 won 33-23  MVP Daniel T 
District Rugby Finals 
Year 7 v Davenant won 30-20    MVP Jay B 
Year 8 v West Hatch won 40-10 MVP Raphael O  
Year 9 v Davenant lost 24-30      MVP Israel A 

Senior Girls Basketball won 59-16 

Year 8 Rugby Champions Year 7 Rugby Champions 

U14 Basketball Tournament Winners U14 Won 7 v against  Davenant 

 BEFORE SCHOOL 

8.00—8.30AM 

LUNCHTIME 

13.40-14.10 PM 

AFTER SCHOOL 

3.30—4.30PM 

 

MONDAY 

 HANDBALL YEARS 7-9 GYM 

BOYS FUTSAL (YEAR 7) Sports Hall 

NETBALL (ALL YEARS) Courts 

BOYS FOOTBALL (YEARS  9-11) Field 

 

TUESDAY 

YEAR 10-13  

MULTIGYM 

GIRLS BASKETBALL (ALLYEARS) Sports Hall 

DODGEBALL (Y7-9) GYM 

TRAMPOLINING YEAR 7 3.30-4.15pm 

TRAMPOLINING YEAR 8-11 4.15-5pm 

 

WEDNES-

DAY 

YEAR 10-13  

MULTIGYM 

INTERFORM TABLE TENNIS (ALL YEARS) GYM 

BADMINTON ( ALL YEARS) Sports Hall 

BOCCIA (Y7-9) GYM 

FOOTBALL (YEARS 7&8) Field 

FIXTURES 

 

THURSDAY 

 YEAR 10-13 MULTI GYM 

RUNNING CLUB (YEAR7-9) Field 

BOYS BASKETBALL  (YEAR 7-9) Sports Hall 

 

FIXTURES 

 

FRIDAY 

 YEAR 10-13 MULTIGYM 

SENIOR BASKETBALL (YEAR 10-13)  Sports Hall 

NETBALL PRACTICE (YEAR 7) COURTS  

TABLE TENNIS (ALL YEARS)  Gymnasium 

 

Year 7 Netball v Greensward 7-10 



Community  


