
St Mark’s top of the Essex schools’ league table 

for Progress 8  

(in non-selective schools) 

We are delighted to inform you that earlier this term the published Government figures show that  

St Mark’s has come top of the Harlow schools’ league table, top of Essex for non-

selective schools and sixth in Essex when taking into account Grammar schools for 

Progress 8.   

These are outstanding results which have been achieved by a complete cross-section of young 

people.  St Mark’s is a local comprehensive which offers places to all young people living within 

the area regardless of academic ability.  Examination achievement is regarded as an important 

aspect of the education we provide but not necessarily the only important quality.  

We believe that a number of factors have contributed to this success, of which the hard work of 

the pupils themselves, the support of their parents and the skill and dedication of our teachers 

are the most significant.   

These excellent results demonstrate the effectiveness of high quality teaching coupled with team 

work.  St Mark’s has achieved a consistently good standard of examination results for many 

years now, but we are not complacent and will seek to build on this achievement. 

I would like to congratulate all those involved in achieving this wonderful outcome. 

Elaine Heaphy — Headteacher  

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 

FEBRUARY 2019 

Welcome  

Over the last few weeks we have introduced our new website, which we hope you will find easier to 
navigate. In addition, we have started a Twitter account in order to inform parents, pupils and other in-
terested people of the news and events happening at St Mark’s. This account will give you up-to-date 
information and will help us to celebrate all the wonderful work that takes place at St Mark’s every day.  

WEBSITE -  www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk 

TWITTER -  @stmarksharlow 



Learning 

Year 10 enrichment event at university of Hertfordshire 

Within the maths department it is our aim both to support and challenge our pupils to become the best 

they can be in maths. With the problem solving at the heart of new GCSE mathematics, we strive for the 

development of mathematical skills in our pupils to enhance their problem-solving skills. So as part of our 

enrichment program I was delighted to accompany ten of our year 10’s to the University of Hertfordshire 

to take part in their enrichment event on 16th January 2019. 
 

The pupils enjoyed the whole event which offered them an arena in which to demonstrate their          

mathematical skills in a less routine environment. The event challenged their curiosity and encouraged 

them to join with other mathematicians to come up with strategies to solve practical problems. They    

experienced the competition, took part enthusiastically, and enjoyed the triumph of discovering such   

experience in such a way that imprint on their mind and character for a life time.  After all problem-solving 

is about the experience of the individual working and thinking independently but also working as part of a 

community, sharing ideas and working towards a common goal.  Here are some comments of our pupils 

about the day; 
 

“The creation of number” session was innovative, provided an interesting angle to the story of           

mathematics and I thoroughly enjoyed it”; Angela, Summer and Jonathan.  The entire event was great 

we had lots of laughs and learnt a lot. I especially liked “The Magic Maths”, it was fascinating. I also    

enjoyed learning the different ideas of other people. It was a memorable experience.” Isabelle and      

Michael. 
 

“I had fun doing competitions as well as working as a team. I also learnt new skills and a quick way to 

cube root numbers in my head. However, I liked to have more competition like school Vs school too”, 

Niam.  Last but not least, I would like to thank the year 10’s for being a credit to themselves and the 

school for conducting themselves throughout the day with the utmost humility and rising to the challenge 

of a new experience. As a result of their hard work several of the pupils won prizes for their efforts.    

Mrs Ghaleh KS4-Coordinator in Maths 

A-level Drama pupils were treated to a wonderful performance from ex-pupil, 
Theo Ancient, at the Harlow Playhouse. Having recently finished his stint in the 
West End as Albus Dumbldore in The Cursed Child, 
he is currently touring with his new one-man play 
about a young man battling with all the problems that 
come with being shy. 

It was a beautiful performance leaving some of us a 
little teary eyed in the audience.  

It’s great to see live theatre but even more special 
when it’s one of pupils now performing to our current 
pupils.  We were full of discussion post-show and we 
are looking forward to welcome Theo back to the   

Drama department in the future to work with us all 

Mrs Chisnall, Head of Drama 



 

Achievement 

 

IET Faraday challenge Winners for the 
second year running  

Pupils from St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School, 
Passmores Academy and Steward’s Academy took part 
in an IET Faraday Challenge Day (FCD) sponsored by 
Jack Petchey Foundation. The pupils became real-life 
engineers for the day when they researched, designed 
and built solutions to real engineering problems as part 
of the Institution of Engineering and Technology’s (IET) 
Faraday Challenge Day on Wednesday 16th January 
2019.  
 
This year’s challenge is in association with the James 

Webb Space Telescope but the brief for these young  
engineers is shrouded in secrecy to avoid unfair       
preparation and research. Teams must race against the clock to solve a real-life engineering problem, 
putting their engineering and technology knowledge and skills to the test. All the teams battled out      

brilliantly, presenting fantastic ideas about how to 
transport and deploy a telescope in space. After 
a hectic five-hour challenge, teams were judged 
on their planning skills, team work skills,        
budgeting skills and pitching and St Mark’s team 
emerged winners for the day!  
  
Each team member in the winning group will be 
awarded a prize and a trophy for their school. 
The top five teams from across the UK will      
receive an all-expenses paid trip to the national 
final at The Royal Observatory,  
Edinburgh in 2019 to compete for a cash prize of 
up to £1,000 for their school.  

  Congratulations and good luck in the next 
round. 

Spelling Bee 

Congratulations and well done to all the KS3 St Marks's pupils who made it to the 
semi-final and final.  It certainly was very competitive and challenging for all!  
But we got there eventually, with the following winners: 

1st place Itee 9E 

2nd place Abigail 7N 

3rd place Jacob 7H 

Essex University Practical Sport and Exercise 

Science Visit St Mark’s Year 12 

We had a visit from a Masters Degree Pupil from 

Essex University to lead on a Practical and Theory 

session based around the effects of Altitude  

Training upon the body.   

 

15 A Level PE pupils took part in the session which 

included recording data, analysing test results and 

summarising how this affects a sports performer. 



Mary Poppins Junior 

St Mark’s pupils raised the roof with their practically perfect in every way performance of Mary 

Poppins Junior this term.   

The cast performed to our local primary schools Holy Cross, St Luke’s, St Albans and William 

Martin along with two evening performances to a delighted audience.  Well done to the pupils,  

musicians and teachers for putting together a first class performance.   

Why not come along and  
support the school and have some 
fun at the Friends of St Mark’s 
Quiz Night taking place on    
Friday 29 March 2019 at 7.30pm.  
Entry fee is  £3.50 per person, in 
advance, or £4 on the door. Bring 

along your own drinks and snacks, but tea and coffee will be 
available.   
The teams should consist of up to eight people, but not to 
worry if you don’t have a full team as teams can be arranged 
on the night.  Hope to see you there.    

Jack Petchey 

Congratulations to Ilma 

in Year 7 who recently 

was awarded a Jack 

Petchey by the Shpresa 

Program in Harlow for 

her outstanding efforts 

to their programme.   

Well done Ilma. 

Community and Service 


