
It is always sad to say goodbye to valued members of our school but it is even 

more difficult when they have given 29 years of service and hard work to  the 

pupils at St Mark’s. Mr Gordon, is a popular, dedicated and motivational PE 

teacher. Over 40 pupils nominated him for the Jack Petchey Leaders Award 

2018-19. We would like to thank him for all his time and energy spent in 

developing our young people and wish his every happiness in his retirement. 

As we say good bye to some of our community, we are also welcoming those 

who will be joining us in September. It was lovely to see so many of our 2019 

Year 7 pupils at our afternoon tea in early March. The new term will give us 

another opportunity to meet and work with you when you come to meet our 

Governors.  

IMPORTANT DATES  

Polling Day - St Mark’s is required to be a polling station for the local elections, on Thursday 2 May 

2019, this means members of the public will be coming into the school grounds to vote.  School will be 

open for all pupils as normal. 

Inset Day - Tuesday 23 April 2019, is an inset day for the whole school.  Pupils will return to 

school at 8.50am on Wednesday 24 April 2019. 

  

At this special time of year when we are all busy preparing for Easter we can often miss out on some of 

the most important things - that is, the people around us. I would like to thank all those parents who have 

attended so many different events over the last few months. Your support of your child and the school is 

greatly appreciated.    

On behalf of all the pupils, staff and governors, I would 

like to wish you all a safe, restful and happy Easter.  

Elaine Heaphy — Headteacher  
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Learning 

Senior Maths Challenge 

Over 250,000 pupils from more than 3,000 schools across the UK participated in the Intermediate  
Mathematical Challenge on 7th February.  Pupils had 60 minutes to answer 25 varied multiple-choice  
mathematical problems.  High scorers are awarded certificates to recognise their success. 

At St Mark’s we had 86 pupils from Years 9-11 take part and we are delighted to announce that the     
following pupils have been awarded a certificate: 
Bronze Award:  
Year 9 - Anita , Phoebe, Andrew, George, Oliver  
Year 10 - Angela, Gerard, Isabelle, Aba, Brook 
Year 11 - Emma, Dylan, Roya, Temitayo  
Silver Award: 
Year 9 - Abdullah (Best in Year) 
Year 10 - Niam, Benjamin, Michael, Michael, Ivor  
Rohan (Best in Year) 
Year 11 - Gabriel, Mark  
Gold Award:  
Isaac, Amir (Best in School) 
Amir and Isaac were also invited to take part in the European ‘Kangaroo’ round – we eagerly await their 
results… 
Sample Question from this year’s Intermediate Mathematical Challenge: 

 

Year 9 Master Mathematics 
 

Over the course of the Spring Term, three of our Year 9 pupils 
(Andrew, George and PJ) attended Saturday morning  
Mathematics Masterclasses run by the Royal Institution.   

Their places were secured following nominations by the St 
Mark’s Maths Department.  They joined other high flyers from 
across Essex at the six workshops, led by experts from         
industry, academia and education.  Pupils were offered in-depth 
investigations of topics in mathematics, combining theory with 
interactive investigation. They were extremely well received: 

“Mathematics Masterclasses helped us learn about things that run the modern world.  It’s not just Maths 
we learnt about, but also how complex, analytical and logical problem-solving keeps our world running 

smoothly, for example in many areas of engineering.”  Andrew  

  

There are 120 000 red squirrels living in Scotland.  This represents 75% of their total UK popu-

lation.  How many more red squirrels live in Scotland than live in the remainder of the UK? 

A  30 000 B  40 000 C  60 000 D  80 000 E  90 000 

Cambridge University Chemistry Visit 

A group of our Sixth Form pupils were given the opportunity to 

visit Cambridge University Chemistry Department for a lecture 

about the Periodic Table. Each pupil thoroughly enjoyed their   

visit, as well as, learning new methods to develop their knowledge 

and skills for their A level Chemistry examination. 



Community and Service 

LENTEN ACTVITIES 

This year Lent Activities were a great success with more pupils involved than any other year. The events 

ranged across several subjects from Stain Glass Windows in Art to experiments in  

Science.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils and staff also took part in a Poverty Lunch.  The money 
raised was donated to Cafod.  
All pupils took part in our  
Lenten Services of  
Reconciliation on Thursday,  
with a lovely peaceful,  
prayerful atmosphere in the Hall  
during the services. Thank you  
to Father Bernard for leading  
the services for us. 
On Wednesday, pupils took 
part in an Easter Egg Hunt  
around the school site. 
Winners of the this year’s hunt 
are as follows;  
Connor, Yusuf, Annie, Carly,  
Abigail, Bibi, Olivia, Kristie, Natasha, Chelsea, Bliss and Georgina.  
  

 

 

 



 

Achievement 

 

Spelling Bee 

Congratulations and well done to all the KS4 St Mark's pupils 

who made it to the semi-final and final.  It certainly was very 

competitive and challenging for all!  But we got there eventually, 

with the following winners: 

1st place Sean 11B 

2nd place Gabriel 11B 

3rd place Emily 10E 

Congratulations to  

Harmony in Year 9 

who designed a 

book cover in a 

recent              

competition. 

 

Harmony won  a 

box set of The 

Hunger Games 

books.   

 

Well done! 

Congratulations to  

Charlotte on her 

recent success in 

winning The     

London and      

Middlesex Award 

from The Royal      

Academy of 

Dance.  

 

We are very proud 

of you.  

 

A few of our winning sporting teams. For more details see our Twitter feed. 


