
It was so wonderful to see our new Year 7s and Year 12s this week. Each group had a fantastic induction 
programme and left the school smiling and looking forward to returning in September.  
 
The last few weeks have been full to bursting—the Year 11 and Year 13 Leavers’ Services; the Jack 
Petchey Awards Evening: the Year 10 Celebration of Excellence, followed by their Sixth Form Taster 
Day; the Year 5 Enterprise /Science Day and the list goes on and on. Each event has been a wonderful 
occasion, supported by fantastic staff, governors, pupils and parents.  
 
The celebrations continue over the next few weeks with the Year 11 Prom; Celebrations of Excellence for 
years 7-9; and Activities Week.  
 

I am always so proud and privileged to be the Headteacher of such an amazing school and I 
would like to thank each member of our school family for all their support, hard work and care of 

others throughout the whole of this academic year.   
 
There are a few members of staff that I would like to recognise at this point. Each of them have given 
service to St Mark’s and especially to the pupils that they have taught or supported. Each of them is 
moving on to new roles or lives. It is therefore with great regret that we say goodbye to the following staff: 
Ms Conway (RE), Dr Coplestone Crow (Head of Music), Dr Eddison (English), Miss Hughes (Assistant 
Sixth Form Leader –Enrichment/Leadership), Mr Kilduff (D&T Technician), Mrs Marti (Mathematics),  
Miss Peckham (English), Mr O’Sullivan (Data Manager), Mrs O’Sullivan (Reprographics), Mr Radics 
(Mathematics), Mrs Stevens (English), Mrs Thomas (English) and Ms Trafford (PE). 

As we say good bye to some of our community, we are also delighted to welcome Mr Hoy to our PE 
Department, Mr Richards to our Art Department and Mrs McGee,  who joins us as the Head of Modern 
Foreign Languages. 

 

We look forward to celebrating with our A level pupils on 15 August from 10.30am and our GCSE pupils 

on 22 August from 10.30am, when they collect their examination results.  

 

I would like to wish you all a restful, safe and happy summer holiday, and 

look forward to seeing you all again in September.  

Dates to remember 

Friday 19 July 2019 school finishes at 12.30pm 
Wednesday 4 September 2019 - Years 7 and 10 return to school at 8.50am 
Wednesday 4 September 2019 - Year 12 return to school at 10am 
Thursday 5 September 2019 - All years return to school at 8.50am 
Thursday 26 September - School closes at 1.30pm to prepare for Open Day 
 
Elaine Heaphy — Headteacher  
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Sporting Achievements 

Athletics Training Camp in Portugal 

20 year 8 and 9 pupils were fortunate enough to attend an athletics 
training camp in Portugal during  the May half term.  

During this trip they trained at international facilities; competed in 
an inter-school competition; and visited Zoo Marine Water Park.  

Well done to all the pupils who worked tirelessly to refine their    
athletic skills.  

I would like to say a big thank you to Mr Hoy and Mr Manzaroli for 
attending this trip.   Miss Webster  - Trip Organiser 

District Sports Day 

The PE Department took our athletes to District Sports on 
Friday 5 July 2019. The pupils collectively gave a phenomenal 
performance.   

St Mark's came 2nd with 804 points and were placed as the 
winning school in Harlow.  There were a number of district 
records broken by our pupils.   

Keep up the hard work and very well done. 

Essex athletic achievement 

Congratulations to Grace, who represented St Mark’s and the West Essex 

Athletics team this term at the Essex County Championships.  

 

Grace finished 3rd, getting the bronze medal.   

Well done Grace, we are very proud of you and your achievements.. 

Pentathlon success!  

Congratulations to Millie, Year 10 who won the U17 pentathlon at the Hertfordshire 

County Open Combined Events match at Hemel Hempstead recently.   

Despite the extremely hot weather Millie began the day with a new personal best in the 

80m hurdles at a super speedy 12.1s.  She also achieved a new personal best in the 

shot, 7.12m and won the high jump with a best pe4rformance of 1.44m. 

 

Well done Millie, we are very proud of you and your achievements. 



Community 

A group of sixth form students sampled student life at Girton College, Cambridge University.  They  
participated in a workshop where they impressed others with their discussions to questions such as 'Can 
music without words be political?' and 'Does free will exist?'. 

They then had a talk about the attributes that universities are looking for and how to write successful  
personal statements. Afterwards they toured the college, including the library, the chapel, the bar and a 
student room before heading into Cambridge city centre to visit the main university buildings.  

 Congratulations Holli! 
We are so proud to announce that Harlow Playhouse have 
chosen Holli for their Creative Directors Outstanding 
Achievement Award!    
 
Holli was awarded this prize for the amazing skill and talent 
she showed when delivering the interactive theatre into 
Hare Street this week.   Well done Holli! 

LOST PROPERTY 

We have a number of items in lost property that have yet to be reclaimed.  Please contact Reception if 

you wish to search for your missing items.  Unclaimed items that are in good condition will be held until 

the last day of term and then donated to charity, whilst all remaining items will be disposed of.  If you 

have lost any PE kit then please contact the PE department before speaking with Reception.  

Parents/carers are respectfully advised that they are not permitted to drive into the car park 

to drop off or collect their child at the start or end of the school day (unless a senior member 

of staff has given permission, due to health and safety).  This is to safeguard our pupils.  

Please also be mindful of our neighbours when parking including not blocking drives and the 

free flow of traffic on the road.   

Your assistance in this matter would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.   

UNWANTED UNIFORM REQUEST 

It’s that time of year when new uniform has been purchased and the children returning 
to school after their summer break are looking extremely smart and grown up, a real 
credit to St Mark’s School and their parents. 

We would like to make a request, that if you have any unwanted, clean uniform in 
good condition, could you donate it to the school as it would be greatly appreciated. 
Donations received would be used as a spare supply of uniform for the pupils.  May 
we take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support.   Mrs S Long  -  



Learning 

Battlefields World War One Trip 

The history trip was one of the best experiences of our 
lives. There were lots of things to see and learn... even 
the little things such as Mr. Wootton's obsession about 
roundabouts.  

One of the best parts about the trip was the trenches;   
reliving what the soldiers saw when they were fighting 
was incredible. Seeing what they saw and the conditions 
they had to deal with daily was mind blowing.  

Going through underground tunnels at Sanctuary Wood, 
which were small and confined, with your mates was 
an enjoyable experience - one to remember. One of the 
most interesting parts about our trip was that we visited 3 
countries; Belgium, France and Canada.  

The Vimy Ridge monument was a gift from France to 
Canada meaning that Vimy Ridge was a part of Canada 
this came as a surprise to us as. Lochnagar was a huge 
explosion that took place in WW1, it was recorded that the 
sound radius was heard in England, this explosion        
created a massive crater which was deceiving to the eye. 
One of the days we went to Ypres, it was emotional to see 
how many people attended the Last Post.  

Also seeing the Menin gate which had 54,896 names of those who died in battle, which really made you     
realize the great size of how many people served in the first World War.    

Ben Siggers & Louis Thompson  

Year 10 and Year 12 Pupils Work Experience.  

We are delighted that Year 10 will once again be going out on Work Experience for the next two weeks. 

This year we have formalised and extended our Year 12 work experience to include all pupils. 

We would like to express our gratitude to the employers, whether locally based or further afield, as well 

as the parents and the pupils for being so proactive this year.  

We hope the placements provide a good insight into what the 'world of work' is all about and that this is 

reflected in both the Year 10 pupils work experience diaries and the feedback forms that will be issued 

on their return in September.  

We would like to wish them the very best of luck in this new adventure. 



JACK PETCHEY 

Winners 2018-19 

 

 

The Jack Petchey Achievement 

Award Scheme is a reward and 

recognition initiative which enables 

schools to celebrate the        

achievements of their young people 

and adults and receive additional 

funding.  

This year at St Mark’s, our winners 

were given their award for a number 

of reasons but ultimately because 

they are young people who make a  

wholehearted, unselfish and       

dedicated contribution to our school 

community. 

Congratulations to Alfie, Shruthi, 

Harmony, Lanelle, Grace, Bianca, 

Evie, Eddy and Ben along with Mr 

Gordon, who won our Leader Award 

this year. 

With the funding allocated to each 

pupil over the past year, the pupil’s 

have been busy making                

improvements across the school. 

They have funded bookshelves in 

the library; badges and stationary for 

the School Council; resources for 

the Liturgy Group activities; Sports 

and Athletics kits; a camera and   

watercolours for the Art Department; 

Headphones for the Music Depart-

ment; and an Attendance Board for 

a Year Area; the Sixth Formers will 

benefit from  new patio table and 

chairs for their Common Room.. 

The whole school is grateful for 

all of their contributions and to 

The Jack Petchey Foundation for 

their generosity and support 

through the scheme 



Deanery Mass 

St Mark’s joined with our partner Catholic schools in 
West Essex, at St Edmunds Church, Loughton, to  
celebrate our annual Deanery Mass.   Thank you to 
everyone involved. 

School Council—Tea at St Mark’s 

Some members of St Mark’s Student Council 
came together this morning to discuss their 
achievements this year. We look forward to 
their contributions next year.  

Thank you for all your hard work  

Attendance Matters! 

Congratulations to Eddy for winning the Jack    
Petchey Award for his outstanding            
contribution to the school community. He 
chose to spend the money on the year 7 area.  

Thank you to 
School Signs 
for designing 
the new year 
7 attendance 
board with 
Eddy.  

 

 

Congratulations Harmony! 

Harmony recently attended a special celebration at 

St Mary and St Helen’s Cathedral in Brentwood 

where she was presented with the Brentwood 

Citizenship Award for St Mark’s, by Bishop Alan.   

Harmony was nominated because of the way she 

lives her faith in her daily life.  She shares her faith 

with others, is kind, generous, contributes a great 

deal to the life of the school and inspires her peers.    

Well done! 

Confirmation 

Father Bernard welcomed this year’s cohort from Holy 
Cross Parish for the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Sunday 9 June 2019. We would like to congratulate all 
the candidates on this special occasion.   

Spirituality and Community 

https://twitter.com/SchoolSigns


Learning 

 

GCSE Geography Fieldtrips 

On Monday the 10 June, 57 Year 10 pupils travelled to Rye Meads Nature Reserve at Stansted Abbotts 
to complete their physical Geography fieldwork. The aim of the day was to investigate the differences in 
biodiversity between two ponds. In the pouring rain, pupils collected different invertebrates from each of 

the ponds and then tried their best to identify them using species identification sheets.  

On Tuesday the 11 June, the Year 10 pupils went on their second fieldtrip to look at the human  
Geography in two contrasting coastal towns. The pupils travelled to Frinton-on-Sea and then, after  
conducting fieldwork, walked on to Walton-on-the-Naze. In contrasting, brilliant sunlight, the pupils  
collected data on traffic, pedestrians and even asked members of the public questionnaires.  
Lunch consisted of a picnic on Frinton Green, before a final afternoon of collecting data.  
 

Now all that needs to be done is write up the day’s events over the summer! 

Year 10 Sixth Form Taster 

Day  

Our Year 10 pupils got a glimpse 
of the future by taking part in a 

Sixth Form Taster day on 2 July 
2019. 

They had a great experience and 
thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

  



Junior Maths Challenge 

On 30th April 2019, around 90 talented St Mark’s mathe-
maticians took part in the UK Mathematics Trust’s annu-
al Junior Maths Challenge.  Well done to everyone who 
took part, especially the   following students who have 
been awarded certificates: 

Year 7 

Bronze Award:  Freddie, William, Jessica, Jonathan, 
Maithili, Abigail, Nicolas, Nicole  

Silver Award:  Frank (Best in Year), Richard (Best in 
Year), Luca, Pati  

 

Year 8 

Bronze Award:  Jhona, Rebekah, Danny, Jay, Jerome, Joe, 
Kyle, Mohamed, Angel  

Silver Award:  Jorens, Alexander, Adam, Luke  

Gold Award:  Jinthiya (Best in School and qualifier for 
‘Kangaroo’ round), Harry, Samuel  

Well done! 

Achievement 

  

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 
Tripton Road, Harlow, Essex CM18 6AA   

01279 421267 
website: www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk 

                         

The Governors, Staff and Pupils, cordially invite you and your child to 

Year 6 Open Evening 
Thursday 26th September 2019 

7pm - 9pm (Headteacher talk at 7.00pm and 8.00pm) 

http://www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk

