
We are delighted to welcome back all our pupils and staff after the end of shielding and a very busy 

remote learning term. I would like to thank all the staff, especially the senior staff and Mr Taylor, who 

ensured that our pupils were given the best possible remote learning experiences and support. 

The last 3 weeks of the Spring term were yet another new experience for the school - testing! Each week 

nearly 2500 test had to be carried out and recorded. Mr Taylor and the Team carrying out the Lateral 

Flow Tests have done a magnificent job. The whole process needed a lot of work, communication, 

training and organization. Each member of the Team ensured that the regulations and guidelines were 

put in place, but more importantly, that our pupils were supported and cared for throughout the process. 

Pupils continue to be looked after by the Team when collecting their Home Lateral Flow Tests. A huge 

thank you to all the Team. 

As you will be aware, the safety of our pupils, staff and community is at the heart of everything we do, 

please could I encourage you to complete the bi-weekly tests with your child; complete the Test and 

Trace website, and our Parentmail form, for each result. Remember any positive test should be reported 

to the school asap and the child and family go into self-isolation immediately. 

A very special welcome our new English teacher, Ms Riley. I know that she will be happy at St Mark’s 

and make an excellent contribution to our community.   

It is always difficult to say goodbye to anyone from our community. I would like to thank Mrs Afriyie, 

English teacher and Mrs Arbery, Science Technician for their hard work. We wish them every success for 

their future. 

Elaine Heaphy - Headteacher 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 
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Sharlene, Sharon and Carys      Arabella, Chelsea and Andrew 



After weeks and weeks of remote learning, it has been great to 

have a Sixth Form block that is full of pupils in classrooms once 

again. Despite all the disruption that preceded their return, the 

attitude of the pupils and their approach to their studies has been 

first class. We know that this will continue in the coming weeks, 

and it is great to have them back in school!  

J Connolly, Head of Sixth Form 

 

Pre-Admission meetings 

Throughout the whole of the spring term, the internal Sixth Form pre-admission meetings have been 
taking place with Year 11 and they are due to be completed this week. It has been an immense pleasure 
to discuss their applications, including what they want to study at A level and their future aspirations. 
Mrs. Chisnall, Mr. Hembling and I would like to thank all the year 11 pupils for their outstanding approach 
to these meetings, we look forward to starting to work with them in September.  

 

What next?  

 

 

 

Even though Year 12 are working hard to complete their courses for this year, thoughts are never too far 
aware away from life after the Sixth Form. This week, our careers adviser, Mrs. Moon has been talking to 
all year 12 tutor groups regarding the apprenticeship opportunities available to them and how to start 
exploring what is on offer to them. In addition to this, the UCAS application window for September 2022 
entry opens on May 5, from which time pupils will begin working with their tutors on the applications and 
their personal statements.   

 

 

On Friday April 16th a group of Year 13 pupils took part in an online session with Vsionpath, provided by 

Price Bailey,  that looked at budgeting and finance. The purpose of the session was to prepare pupils for 

life after SIxth Form, whether they have chosen to go to university or not.  

Franklin in Year 13 said  

“The session was extremely informative. It got me to think about things regarding money that I had not 

thought of before. There were some great ideas which I will use when I go to university, for example we 

had to work out a monthly income from things like pupil loans and any part-time work and then we had to 

factor in our expenses such as rent, food, travel expenses. They also gave me some good tips on how to 

save money, so it was really worthwhile.” 

 

Senior Pupils 2021-22 

Do you enjoy responsibility? Are you a good leader? If so, then a senior pupil role could be for you! 

Applications are now open, and information can be found on the Sixth Form Hub. There are a variety 

of roles to apply for, so even if you think being a Head Girl or Boy is not for you, there may be 

something else that you are interested in.  

SIXTH FORM 



 

 

The Virtual Careers Carousel was created in the absence of the usual Year 9 event. Professional 

people who had helped St Mark’s with different careers activities in the past, and some new people, sent 

in stories and films to be included. St Mark’s would like to thank the following for their continued support. 

Careers Champion Profile providers Bob Robertson - MER Associates; Lydia Hyde - Metropolitan Police; 

and Philip Berners - Edge Hotel, University of Essex. Thank you to those who braved the media of film, 

Mr Hones - Edge Hotel School, University of Essex; Ms Munaza - Mind in West Essex; and Ms Robinson 

- Greater Anglia. Simon Dewhurst provided us with both a Careers Champion Profile and a film. We were 

delighted that Greater Anglia also put together an insightful film into many roles, especially for the pupils 

of St Mark’s!  

The Virtual Careers Carousel has had 658 views and new information is about to be added.  

ST MARK’S SCHOOL CAREER CENTRE 

Year 9 Virtual Careers Carousel 2021 Feedback 



St Mark’s Year 10  Win School Team  Maths Challenge!!  

On 16
th
 January 2020, Mr Mehra and I had the pleasure of accompanying twelve of St Mark’s 

high-achieving maths pupils to the University of Hertfordshire for a Year 10 Enrichment Day 
organised by the Advanced Maths Support Programme  

The varied and stimulating programme consisted of informative talks, interactive workshops, 
team challenges and more.  All our pupils engaged whole-heartedly throughout the day and 
were excellent ambassadors for the school.  The pupils found the final talk of the day ‘Creation 
of Number’ particularly awe-inspiring.  When we found out that St Mark’s had won the school 
team challenge, it was the icing on the cake! 

Well done to you all and I hope that you have been inspired to take Maths A-Level in the sixth 
form! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The trip was very inspiring.  Attending the enrichment day has given me an insight into 

Maths opportunities beyond GCSE” (Lanelle) 

“My favourite part was meeting new people and taking part in fun challenges as groups.  

I found it very interactive and a great experience” (Wiktoria) 

“The thing that fascinated me the most was the talk we had at the end.  It was when the 

man talked about the Mandelbrot Set which made me wonder… could this be a map of 

the stable universe...?” (Oliver) 

“Maths is the one key that can open a million doors”.  (Andrew) 

JACK PETCHEY AWARDS 

 

 

Bronte  

Reason for Award: Bronte has been awarded a Jack Petchey award for her 
contribution to Livewire theatre - playing an active part of Livewire drama and 
Dance company. Bronte has been involved in multiple productions and has  
been recognised as an outstanding achiever.  

 

 

  Jack Petchy Award Winners 

 

January 

Winner: George 

Reason for Award: ‘George has set, and continues to set the highest 
standards, as Head Boy at St Mark’s. He is a fine ambassador for our 
school… George is achieving academically with excellence, achieving 4 
Grade As at AS level. He has represented the school on promotional    
videos. He always dresses smartly. He leads by example, including      
supporting other members of the Sixth Form and younger pupils.’ 

 

February 

WIinner: Tudor 

Reason for Award: ‘Tudor is an asset to the school community. He is polite, 
has an exemplary attitude to learning and wears his school uniform with pride. 
He has been kind to members of the Form group who have struggled with  
transition from primary school or those who joined later in the term. Tudor has 
been a great buddy to new pupils. He is always asking if the teacher would like 
help. He involves pupils from different social groups at table tennis club and is 
a Sports  Captain that encourages others, especially those who find PE      dif-
ficult. Tudor is proud of his school and regularly picks up litter around the 
school.’ 

 

 

March 

Winner: Abigail 

Reason for Award: ’Abigail has worked hard to refine her Netball skills 
over the past 2 1/2 years. She has been selected to represent Essex and 
also plays for a regional Netball Team. Abigail has displayed a high level 
of performance and dedication to Netball in and out of school. She has 
helped at younger pupil’s matches and scored at older pupils matches. 
During Covid she has worked hard to improve her levels of fitness to    
become a stronger, better player.’ 

 


