
I would like to thank all of our fantastic staff who have 

gone above and beyond to ensure that our 

examination pupils have the best possible chance of 

achieving their aspirational targets. As a school we 

are pleased by the number of pupils who have availed 

themselves of the extra sessions during the Easter 

holidays, lunchtimes and after school. Often the 

‘press’ talk about young people not caring and lacking 

motivation , however, this is not the case with St 

Mark’s pupils. It is a pleasure to see so many of our 

young people keen, eager and motivated to come to school to learn (and not just Monday to 

Friday!). I hope you will keep all our examination pupils in your prayers during this time.  
 

I would also like to recognise the amount of work and organisation that has been put into two 

emotional leavers’ services this week, in particular, I would like to thank Mrs Larke (Head of Year 

11) and  Mr Connelly, Mrs Chisnal and Mr Hembling (the Sixth Form Pastoral Team). Both 

services have been designed to be a true celebration of all the work, support and opportunities 

provided by the partnership of pupil, staff and parents. I am very impressed and proud of the 

way that our pupils have worked hard and conducted themselves as St Mark’s pupils; they each 

deserve the very best possible outcomes and results.    

 

The sun is out and the pupils are sitting their examinations, others are preparing themselves for 

Sports Day, Geography Field Trips, UCAS days, inductions into new Key Stages, Work 

Experience, Activities Week and the list could go on and on.   

With only six and half weeks of this academic year to go, I would like to thank parents and staff 

in advance for all the support and hard work that you give to the pupils and the school. To the 

pupils I wish them every joy of the many activities in which they will be taking part.   

A reminder to parents that the summer term will finish for pupils on Wednesday 20 July 

2022 at 12.30pm.   

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 

MAY 2022 

WELCOME  



St Mark’s Feast Day—25th April 2022 

St Mark’s legacy is his authorship of the gospel and his founding of the Church and Christian 

school in Alexandria. Many churches and educational establishments are named after him,  

including our own school here in Harlow.  

In Food Tech, pupils honour his legacy by decorating their pizzas with the cross and the         

St Mark’s logo - making the Feast Day a tasty one! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mark the Evangelist is the author of the Gospel of Mark and is one of the 70 Apostles. He 

was known for his ascetic nature, and accompanied St. Paul and St. Barnabas on their      

journeys. His influence is known worldwide; with his name scribed on many famous buildings 

and city squares such as in Venice.  

In Maths, pupils plotted their graphs, scribing the name of St Mark with great accuracy. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING - MATHEMATICS 

On 28
th
 April 2022, 89 pupils from 

Years 7 & 8 took part in the Junior 

Maths Challenge, organised by the 

UK Mathematics Trust. 

The pupils had 60 minutes to solve 

as many of the 25 interesting prob-

lems as they could, with nothing 

but pencil and paper. 

Year 7 Winners 

Gold:      Jack (Best in School), 

Levi 

Silver:    Stas, Henry, Demi, 

Ishwar, Alexis, Amelia, Shane 

Bronze: Dominic, Eleanor, 

Alex, Caitlin, Yasir, Emine,    

Jayden, Jonathon,             

Joshua O, Nahide, Pierre,   

Joshua R 

 
Year 8 Winners 

Gold:     Jared (Best in Year) 

Silver:   Vaughn, Julian, Sean, Sebastian, Leah, 

Yousef,  Peter, Nikodem 

Bronze: Francheska, Evan, Kajus, Thomas, 

Evie, Arthur, Kusai 



May – the Month of Our Lady, the Virgin Mary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The month of May is traditionally considered the month of Mary, a month especially dedicated 

to devotion to Our Lady, the Mother of God and the Mother of all of us. In May, many countries 

celebrate Mother’s Day, and it is only fitting that we spend a whole month celebrating  the 

Mother who is model of all mothers, the Mother God chose for His own Son.  

 

This year, pupils joined Deacon Tony, the school Chaplain, to make their own rosary beads, 

which were blessed. Pupils were then invited back the next day to prayer the Rosary. The   

Rosary consists of five decades. One decade of the Rosary will be the Our Father prayer,    

followed by ten Hail Mary prayers, followed by the Glory Be Prayer. The Rosary is a prayerful 

way of meditating and asking Mary, the Mother of God to join her prayers with ours as we 

prayer to God.  

 

During lunchtimes, many pupils visited the school chapel, making their Rosary, either for   
themselves or for a loved one, and they prayed using them. This month, we have focused our 
Rosary prayer on two intentions: Peace in Ukraine and the success of all GCSE and A-Level 
exam pupils. 

 



SCHOOL EVENTS 

Law, Government & Politics Pupils Visit Parliament & the Supreme Court 

Year 12 & 13 pupils were    

provided with an exciting     

opportunity to visit and obtain 

first-hand experience into the 

work of the UK parliament and 

its relevance today. Pupils took 

part in a guided tour which   

involved an outline of how the 

working space within            

parliament is used, including  a 

tour into the House of Commons and House of Lords. Guided tours also included an insight into the    

democratic processes and how they can get involved individually within the judicial system as well as a 

tour around the Supreme Court.  

Bayfordbury Conservatory Trip 

Sixth Form Physics and Chemistry pupils visited the Bayfordbury 

Observatory, which is part of the        University of Hertfordshire. 

After a very informative lecture about the universe, they were able 

to spend some time in the Planetarium before heading to the 

'domes' to see the telescopes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 School Disco 

The Year 9 Young Enterprise team organised a brilliant  

disco for year 7. Lots of fun was had by all and they even 

managed to make some money for their chosen charity. 

Excellent effort from the Year 9 Young Enterprise group 

who organised the event, and a big thank you to the Sixth 

Form volunteers!  



HARLOW EDUCATION PROGRESS AWARDS 

 

Hannah  - A superlative work ethic, resilience and a clear focus on her end-goal 
saw Hannah finish Year 11 with nine 9s and an 8, making her a standout performer 
at St Mark’s last year. She says her highlights at GCSE were the Sciences,      
German and Music. She has continued with Biology, Chemistry, Maths and       
German into A Level, with a view to pursuing a career in veterinary science. 

In preparation, she has done a range of courses from both Nottingham and        
Edinburgh universities as well as a summer school with the Royal Veterinary     
College and a canine first aid qualification. She volunteers every week at both an 
alpaca farm and a cattery, having also done stints shadowing an equine vet for a 
week and doing unpaid work at the Coda falconry. 

As shown, Hannah’s education is not solely about exam grades, as excellent as 
they are. A keen musician, singer and dancer, Hannah is working towards Grade 7 
piano and Intermediate Level in ballet, having done a range of exams, from       
classical ballet through to tap and disco freestyle. Her piano-playing skills have 
been showcased at numerous assemblies as well as at the annual concert at St 
John’s Church, Epping, for the Christmas Tree Festival. 

A representative for both Year 12 and her form group, with a slew of awards to her 
name -- the Senior Maths Challenge and Biology KS4 award to name just two --, 
Hannah is an exceptional role model for all at the school. “It’s just hard work, and 
never giving up,” she says. 

   

 

 

 

 



HARLOW EDUCATION PROGRESS AWARDS 

 

Anita - An unfussed, organised and disciplined approach helped Anita post some 
of the best GCSE results at St Mark’s. Opening the envelope on results day, she 
herself was surprised at the seven 9s, two 8s and one 7 that she had achieved. 
With an average target grade of an 8, she had expected to do well, but “not this 
well,” she says. Anita says she took advantage of all the extra sessions on offer to 
ensure she was well-prepared for the in-class assessments, and did extensive 
reading around her subjects, particularly the sciences. 

This approach will serve her well in the St Mark’s Sixth Form, where she has taken 
on the challenge of Chemistry,  Psychology, Biology and Maths. Anita aims to go to 
university to study medicine. She has  already had online work experience offered 
by the University Hospitals of Birmingham and has attended a ‘Get Into Medicine’ 
conference. Maths has always loomed large in her school career, be it a Maths   
Insight Day at the University of Hertfordshire or taking part in the Junior and        
Intermediate Maths Challenges. 

She goes out of her way to contribute to the wider life of the school, helping   
younger pupils with reading as part of the school’s Literacy Leaders programme 
and supporting other pupils in science lessons with their understanding of key  
concepts. Whether playing the steel pans, organising assemblies or helping to 
showcase the science department at Open Evening, she is an outstanding         
advertisement for the school.   

 

 

 

 



HARLOW EDUCATION PROGRESS AWARDS 

 

Jake  - Jake produced an outstanding performance last year, bucking a national 
trend that once again saw boys underperform their female peers. He made the 
most progress from KS3 to KS4, with four 8s, three 7s, one 6 and 2 two 5s.     
Evaluating the strength of his results, we need to consider that Jake’s highest    
target grade -- as calculated by the Fischer Family Trust – was for a five. This 
meant he achieved an average grade of almost a seven -- two above the level     
indicated by his Key Stage 2 data. 

Now in the Sixth Form at St Mark’s, Jake has picked Computing, History, Biology 
and Physics for his A Levels and hopes to use them as a route to university, where 
he would like to study a subject related to computers. 

Teachers praise him for his relentless focus and work ethic. “He is an excellent   
independent worker, but also works very well with the team,” says one. Jake’s   
performance shows that clear focus and high aspirations lead to academic        
success, not just for girls. “I just knuckle down, get it done,” says Jake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All three pupils received  certificates and vouchers from  

Harlow Council. 

Well Done! 



CATHOLIC  AWARDS 

Catholic Citizenship Award 
There has been a 10-year tradition of awarding pupils 

around the Diocese of Brentwood (Essex and East 

London) with the Catholic Citizenship Award each 

year. Catholic schools were invited to nominate pupils 

who had displayed outstanding awareness of good 

citizenship. This year, a pupil from our Sixth Form re-

ceived the Catholic Citizenship 2022 award for St 

Mark’s school for his continuous desire to help others 

in their        academic studies and in their faith, which 

is seen in many of the activities he volunteers for. 

This includes helping Special Needs pupils in their 

lessons during his free periods at school and being 

involved in the catechesis of confirmation candidates 

in his local  parish, where he is also an altar server. He is a    shining example to his peers and 

hopes to study law at university and become an MP to continue to help and serve people here 

in Harlow. We also congratulate all other pupils throughout the diocese. 

CATHOLIC YOUNG WRITERS AWARD 
This Year's 'Catholic Young Writers Award 2022' has been written by pupils throughout the 

school on the topic of the Eucharist, marking the 40
th
 anniversary of Pope John Paul II historic 

visit to the UK. Among the pupils who entered the national competition, special recognition 

goes to these pupils from Year 9, Year 11 and Year 12 for their excellent essays.  

Good luck to them all.  

 



SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 

The u13 rounders team played in their first tournament . They 
learnt a lot and scored some good rounders!  Well played 
girls!  Player of the tournament was Leah!   

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the U14 Netball team who were 
crowned winners of the West Essex and Harlow Schools 
Final. Winning a very physical game 24-14 and proving 
they really are a talented team.  We are  extremely proud 
of you all! Players of the final Libby and Evie  

 

Runners up! Well done to our year 8 netball team who      
narrowly lost in the WESSA final 15-16 against West Hatch, 
in extra time. They had a fantastic season and have all     
refined their skills and developed as players  

 

 

 

 

The PE department are proud to announce we have won the       
Inaugural Essex Inclusive Sports Panathlon competition held at 
Shenfield School. Our pupils won 5/7 of the events being offered  

 

 

 

Well done to our Year 7 Rounders team who played their first 
ever tournament at Passmores. They scored 12.5 rounders in 
total. They all deserve credit for their great performances.  

 

 

CHAMPIONS! The Year 10 boys played in the 
West Essex football final against Roding Valley 
school. It was a close game, being 2-2 at half 
time. However, the team showed resilience  in 
the second half with Maxwell scoring the winner 
and excellent  performances from Jay and   
Thomas.  



WORLD BOOK DAY COMPETITION WINNERS 

 

It is with great pleasure that we were able to run our World Book Day competition this year, (after 

two years of disruption!).  

Pupils in both KS3 & 4, were given four titles to create a book cover and blurb on any of the fol-

lowing genre, these being:  

The locked Door; The Face with No Name; Web of Lies; The Lost Love Letter.  

We received so many fantastic pieces and it was certainly difficult to choose from. However, 

these are our winners and they deserve huge congratulations! – Well done!   

The English Department   

 

 

 

 

 

 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing Everyone  A Lovely Half Term 

    KEY DATES 

    06 June - Term Starts 

    06 June - Year 10 Geography Field Trip—Rye Meads 

    07 June - Year 10 Geography Field Trip—Walton on Naze 

    10 June - Year 9  DTP, Meningitus Vaccination Catch Up 

    20 June - Year 9 HPV2 Vaccinations 

    21 June - RE & PE Enrichment Day—St Mary’s 

    24 June - Year 12 Higher Educational Fayre 

    27 June - 4th July Year 10 End of Year Assessments  

    30 June - Sports Day 

    01 July - District Sports  

    01 July - Sixth Form Prom 

    05 July - 06 July Year 12 Induction Day 

    06 July - Year 9 Vocations Day  

    06 July - Year 11 Prom 

    08 July - Year 10 Celebration of Excellence 

    08 July - Year 10 Sixth Form Taster Day 

    08 July - Year 8 HPV1 Vaccinations  

    11 July - 20th July Year 10 & 12 Work Experience  

    15 July - Year 7 Celebration of Excellence 

    15 July - Year 8 Celebration of Excellence 

    15 July - Year 9 Celebration of Excellence 

    18 July - 20th July Year 7 Bushcraft Trip 

    18 July - 20th July Activities Week 

    19 July - Year 8 & 9 Trip to Thorpe Park 

    20 July - End of Term — school finish at 12.30pm 

Key dates 


