
CELEBRATIONS 
We are coming to the end of a very busy term. I would like to 
congratulate pupils in Years 11-13 for completing their mock 
examinations last week.  

OFSTED 

We were delighted to welcome the Ofsted Team to our school on 
Thursday 5th October 2017. It was wonderful to be part of the feedback 
group, which heard the fantastic comments made by the team.  They 
were amazed by our pupils, whose behaviour, hard work and learning 
were commented on very positively; in addition, to the hard work and 
dedication of our staff and governors.  

I am delighted to inform you that the Ofsted Team has yet again judged that St Mark’s is a 

good school. 

A big thank you for the continuing support of our pupils, parents, staff and governors, who share a commitment to 
ensuring that St Mark’s moves to an outstanding judgement, as soon as possible. 

FAREWELL AND THANK YOU 

At this time of year it is always sad to say goodbye to members of our school. We therefore would like to thank     
Ms Wilson, Law teacher, for all her service and hard work for the pupils at St Mark’s and wish her every success in 
her future life.  

It is also with great sorrow that we say goodbye to Mr Watts, after 38 years service to St Mark’s. As our Head of 
Design and Technology, Mr Watts has helped to lead his area and the school to success after success. He has 
always put the best of each pupil at the heart of everything that he has done. He will be greatly missed by all. 

 

Congratulations to all who took part in the many events throughout this term. A big thank you to the 

parents and carers who have been so supportive (and unofficial taxi drivers).  

A reminder for parents / carers that school will not begin again in the new year until the 2nd 

January 2018 at 8.50am.  

    I WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.  
  

Elaine Heaphy — Headteacher 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 

AUTUMN SECOND 

HALF TERM 2017 

Welcome  

Beauty and the Beast—The Musical 

Coming soon to St Mark’s School Hall   

Wednesday 24 January and Thursday 25 January 2018. 

Tickets are available to purchase via ParentMail.   



Inspiration and Individuality 

YEAR 6 HIGH ACHIEVERS   

The Art department were joined by a group of Year 6 pupils from surrounding schools on 28 
November 2017, where they wowed Mr Wynne with their artistic flair producing some       
wonderful pieces of work.   
The next opportunity to participate in the Year 6 High Achievers’ programme at St Mark’s will 
be  

Tuesday 16 January 2018.  
The event will begin at 3.45pm and finish at 5.45pm.   

For more details contact Mrs Long.  

SENIOR MATHS CHALLENGE SUCCESS! 

On 7
th
 November 2017, Mathematics students from the Sixth Form were invited to take part in the Senior 

Maths Challenge, organised by the UK Mathematics Trust. 

Congratulations go to Ruchi Masih, Halle Andrews-Clark and Taylah Andrews-Clark who all received 

Bronze Awards.  Ruchi also received the title of ‘Best in School’.  Well done! 

ST MARK’S CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION 

Congratulations to the winners 

of our annual Christmas Card 

Competition.  There were 

many interesting entries this 

year and the judging panel of 

the Student Liturgy Group had 

a hard job in making their         

decision.  The overall winner 

was Chloe Lingwood (8M), 

whose mosaic depiction of the      

nativity scene was beautiful, 

and entries from Bronte 

Humphrey, Oskar Walczak, 

Yonna Ogode-Amawo, Natalia 

Asemota and Anita Davidson 

Osuagwu were also selected.   

The profits from the sale of 

the cards are  

donated to St Clare Hospice. 

   

Congratulations to our winners! 

PROBLEM SOLVING COMPETITION 

Are you interested in Codes & Ciphers?  

Do you enjoy a challenge?  Are you a pupil in Year 7-11? 

If you answered ‘YES’ to all of the above, why not enter the FMSP Problem 

Solving Competition …Win a signed copy of Simon Singh’s book  

Please see Mrs Miziolek for details. 



PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD 

We are thankful to Father Bernard, Deacon Duncan and Deacon Michael for  
leading our Services of Reconciliation which were a positive start to the Advent  
Season, provoking pupils and staff to think about how they are preparing to  
welcome the Child Jesus at Christmas.  We were prompted to consider how much preparation we 
do in terms of decorations, food and presents yet often side-line the real reason for the season.  
During December displays, challenges and lunchtime activities have maintained the impetus for us 
all to keep the birth of Jesus at the forefront of our minds.   

Spirituality and Community 

 
 

ST MARK’S CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

There was a festive buzz in the air on Sunday 19 November at our annual Christmas 
Fayre.  We had various stalls selling toiletries and sweet hampers; teddy bears; Christmas 
decorations; books; and St Mark’s Christmas cards.  There was also a children’s arts and 
craft stall for those with a more creative flair.  We also had stalls run by visitors to the 
school selling, candles, and beauty products.  The Friends of St Mark’s tombola was well 
supported, as was Santa’s grotto.  We would like to thank Santa for making an appearance 
as we know he has a very busy schedule this time of year. The St Mark’s Wind Band also sounded wonderful.   

The raffle was drawn at a later date, 1 December to allow as many people as possible the opportunity to take part 
to win some fabulous prizes.  Lucky winners Bridgette Poko and Sarah Lingwood bagged top prizes which were an 
iPad and a Smart TV as well as over 30 other winners.   

The money raised from the event will be used in school for the pupils, which amounts to over £1,500.00.   We 
would like to thank all parents, pupils, staff and visitors who came along to the Christmas Fayre, as well as their 
generous donations over the past few weeks.  In particular we would like to thank the generosity of those that 
contributed the raffle prizes.  We couldn’t have done it without the support from our pupils, parents, staff, local 

businesses and governors.        Mrs Long - Assistant Headteacher                                                                                

CHRISTMAS JUMPERS   

The Staff at St Mark’s got in to 
the festive spirit last Friday by 
wearing their Christmas 
Jumpers in support of ‘Save 
the Children’.   

A big 'Thank You' for all their 
support last week with 
Christmas Jumper Day. We 
managed to raise £184, which 
is brilliant.  

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

A delicious, traditional Christmas lunch was enjoyed by staff and pupils last week, served by some elves who had 
managed to make their way into our kitchen that day - oh, sorry, they were our cooks in disguise!  We were        
delighted Deacon Duncan Whitehouse and Deacon Michael Smith were able to join us to share in the                  
festivities.  Thank you very much to our kitchen staff who provide such scrumptious food not just at Christmas time 
but throughout the year. 



JACK PETCHEY AWARDS 
 

Fleur selflessly, gave up time in the   
summer  holidays to work as a Youth Leader 

at a Camp for disadvantaged children. Her award 
has been used to provide study Bibles for A Level 
Theology students. 
Samantha is a talented artist whose work       
inspires others.   She is a great support and        
encouragement to her peers.  Her award has been 
used to buy cameras for  the Art Department.  
Emma is a talented performer who plays a     
significant part in the success of our school productions; she contributes to assemblies and services in and out of 
school. Her award will be used to pay for a theatre trip for Drama students. 

Learning and Success 

NEW PERFORMING ARTS TECHNICIANS 

APPOINTED 

We are delighted to have a new team of pupils from Years 8-
10 to support our school productions and events: Ben Bester, 
Tom Wolff, Connor Baker, James Reed-Langley, Amelia 
Tookey, Megan Smith, Chelsea Yamgoue and John Yadao.  
Having completed a formal application process, including an 
interview, the pupils took part in a training day last month to 
learn how to set up and use the sound and lighting equipment.   

They very much impressed our external trainer with their interest, attention, understanding and enthusiasm and 
now they are all looking forward to their first “gig”.  

HARLOW PROGRESS AWARDS 2017 

The outstanding educational progress of young people educated 
in Harlow schools was recognised at the annual Harlow 
Educational Progress Awards held on Monday (4 December 
2017) at the Civic Centre.  

In front of a packed Council Chamber, the young people 
collected their awards from the former Chief Executive of Harlow 
Council, Malcolm Morley OBE. The awards are for young people 
were nominated for the progress and contributions they have 
made at different learning stages, some overcoming significant 
challenges to do so.  

St Mark’s winners: Lleyton Humphrey, Louis Gasson, Muskan 
Ram, Ivaylo Grigorov, Szonja Nagy, Robbie Clark, Dylan To, 

Raphael Patches and Brian Chmielewski.      Congratulations to all winners. 

YEAR 7 DISCO 

Over 100 year 7 pupils attended a disco at St Mark’s on Friday 24 November to celebrate their first term here. The 
event was organised by our year 13 Travel and Tourism students (Eleanor Farley, Connor Garner, Emily Luker, 
Charlotte Mercer and Saige Middlecott) as part of their A level coursework. The disco had a travel theme to fit in 
with the course and competitions were run throughout the evening,  
including  “Name that flag”, “Guess how many sweets in the jar” and a 
dance-off.   
The 6th form students had worked incredibly hard to make the event 
happen, organising a professional DJ,  raising funds by selling           
refreshments at the “St Mark’s has Talent” evening and running a stall 
at the recent Christmas Fayre. 
Early feedback indicates that the year 7 pupils thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and the DJ commented that they were the best behaved 
group of youngsters he had ever entertained.   
Well done Year 7, and well done to the 6

th
 form students involved. 


