
CELEBRATIONS 
We are proud to announce another excellent set of results achieved by our pupils this summer.  

 
Key Messages from our GCSE results 2017  
We are delighted by the achievements of our pupils this year; they are a testament to their hard work, 
support of families and the high quality teaching they receive. All our pupils, whatever their ability, follow 
a broad, but challenging curriculum that enables them to progress smoothly into Key Stage 5 studies in 
the Sixth Form.  

These results, and those of last year, show that 
pupils at St Mark’s, whatever their ability: 
 Are more likely to be studying the English 
Baccalaureate (EBacc) 
 Are more likely to achieve the English 
Baccalaureate   
 Are more likely to be studying GCSEs 
than ‘equivalent’ courses 
 Are more likely to achieve 4+ in English 
and Maths  
 More likely to stay in education 
 More likely to go on to study at University  
 

 
Key Messages from our ‘A’ Level results 2017  
A Level Data 2017  St Mark’s Results   National Results 
A* - C                                60% 
A* - E                                97%                         97% 
85% of our pupils went on to university, a fantastic achievement. 
 

At St Mark’s we recognise that every pupil is an individual and is unique in his or her own right. 
We also believe that prior achievement is no barrier to learning and encourage each pupil to 

attain his or her best. 
  
All these messages were highlighted in our recent Ofsted Section 8 Inspection. We look forward to 
seeing the published letter on the Ofsted website from 2 November 2017. A copy of the letter will be sent 
to all parents. A big thank you to all who supported us during this inspection.  
 
A special welcome to all our new pupils and staff. I know that they will be happy at St Mark’s and make 
an excellent contribution to our family.  It is a privilege to introduce the new staff at St Mark’s:  
Ms Peckham– English teacher, Mrs Davenport - English teacher and Ms Dutch - Design and Technology 
Teacher.          
           Elaine Heaphy — Headteacher 
                   

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 

AUTUMN FIRST HALF 

TERM 2017 

Welcome  

Measure St Mark’s Harlow         
Average 

Achieving 5+ A*-C with a 4+ in 
Maths and English 

62% 59% 

Achieving 5+ A*-C with a 5+ in 
Maths and English 

38% 34% 

Achieving 4+ in English 84% 72% 

Achieving 4+ in Maths  67% 67% 

Entered for the Ebacc  58% 52% 

Achieving the Ebacc  30% 19% 



Friday 13th October marked a very busy evening for staff and pupils at St Mark’s, 
where a sold out crowd watched our fantastic 13 finalists take the stage. The whole 
process started in September, where 35 acts, ranging from singers to dancers, got 2 

minutes to prove to the judges that they have what it takes to win St Mark’s Got Talent! 

The finalists worked tirelessly to make sure their performance was perfect, and we were not 
disappointed! There was a buzz of excitement in the audience, as the acts performed, some even 
bringing a tear to the judges’ eyes.  The judges: Mr McCarthy, Mr Whelan, Mr Rowley and Miss Webster 
were overwhelmed with the talent that took to the stage.  Congratulations to Mackenzie Sarkies for her 
winning performance, 'I Can't Make a Mistake' and runners up: Shalom Chizanga, who sang 'Rise Up' to 
secure 2nd place, and the Afro Queens (Jerodine Boamah, Mya Charles, Susan Ngobili, Lanelle 
Amissah, Kitan Oluwole, Estelle Kyei-Mensah , Ellisa Appleton, Joesabella Agyemang-Darkwa, and 
Benedicta Okubire) who danced their way into 3rd place.   

Thank you to everyone who took part, and be sure to start practicing your acts for next year! 

 Do you have what it takes? 

Inspiration and Individuality 



Year 7 Welcome Mass 
We were delighted to welcome family members and friends of the school to Year 7’s Welcome Mass this 
week, which formally marks them joining our school . During the Mass Year 7’s presented  individual 
symbols of their talents, hopes and ambitions and a collective banner from each Form Group.  It was a 
lovely occasion ; thank you to Father Bernard and Deacon Michael and to all the pupils, staff and fami-
lies, who contributed to making it such  a very special service. 

Well done Year 7 for a very successful first half term. 

Spirituality 

Diwali 

We hope our families who are celebrating 
Diwali this week (October) have a very     

special time and that the year ahead is one of 
prosperity for them.   

Activities celebrating the festival and its      
meaning took place at lunchtime in the Hall. 



Tomorrow’s Engineers’ Energy Quest  

109 pupils from across the years 7,9 and 10  took part in a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths) Day on Wednesday 10th October. The theme of the day was ‘Tomorrow’s Engineers’ Energy 
Quest’. During the day, through discussion and practical tasks,  the pupils explored energy sources and 
a range of engineering opportunities. By the end of the day, the pupils were tired but excited to have had 
the opportunity to investigate how great minds can help solve real life issues. 

Learning and Success 

Musical Achievements 
Congratulations to the following pupils who received certificates from London College of Music 
Examinations: Bethany Turner—Merit—Music Theatre Grade 2, Alisa Rada—Pass—Music Theatre 
Grade 3, Summer Mamouri—Merit—Music Theatre Grade 2 and Emily 
Williams—Merit—Music Theatre Grade 3  



Black History Month 

Celebrating Black History Month pupils from all year groups presented a 

celebration of their heritage in assemblies over the past fortnight.  There 

was dance from Years 8 

and 9, which included a 

contemporary and Afro-

beats mix, drumming from 

Ghana and a display of 

national costume brought 

the celebrations to a lively 

and colourful conclusion.  

Well done to all who     

participated. 

Respect 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal: Operation Christmas Child 

For their Charity Project 2017, Years 11-13 are organising the Christmas Shoebox 

Appeal.  Filled with gifts for a boy or girl aged 10-14 years, it is designed to spread the 

message of God’s love to children in need across the world.  In the next couple of 

weeks every Form Group will be given a box to fill collectively and they will be asked to 

donate 20p per person to help cover the costs incurred by the charity in distributing the boxes across the 

world.   

Families who would like to fill a shoebox at home are invited to do so and details of what they 

need to do can be found on the website of Samaritan’s Purse: Operation Christmas Child.  

(www.samaritans-se.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child) 

Filled shoeboxes need to be brought in to school by 2 November.    

When we supported this appeal in 2016 we sent off 95 boxes in total; can we beat it? 

Open Day and Evening—October 2017 

The doors were busting at the seams with the large number of visitors 

who attended our Open evening and daytime tours. It was lovely to see 

the pride shining from the faces of the pupils, who were conducting 

tours or demonstrating in different departments.  Well done to all.  

Tours are still available upon request. 



Remembering Judith Pieris ( R.I.P.) 
It was with great sadness our community learnt of the death, at the end of June, 
of a highly-respected former member of staff, Mrs Judith Pieris, aged 81 years.  
Mrs Pieris joined St Mark’s as Head of English in 1966; she was an inspirational, 
kind, yet demanding, teacher who instilled a life-long love of literature in many of 
her pupils.  During her time at St Mark’s she went on to become Senior Teacher 
and Acting Deputy Headteacher, before retiring in 1993.   Those who taught 
alongside her greatly valued her willingness to mentor and guide young teachers, 
her sense of humour and her generous spirit. 
 

Mrs Pieris was passionate about access to education, and particularly 
comprehensive education, as she felt young people of all abilities, especially late 
developers, should be given the same chances to grow and to attain their potential. Her attitude was 
formed by her own experience as a child; her father insisted she left school aged 15 years and seek 
employment. Whilst working as a clerical assistant, and supported by her former teachers who had 
recognised her ability, she used her lunchtimes and evenings to study. She managed to complete her O 
Level and A Level exams and gained a place at Bedford College at the University of London -  a very 
determined woman and a remarkable achievement. 
 

Mrs Pieris was passionate about animals, their welfare and rights; she was also a supporter of Hearing 
Dogs for the Deaf.  Those who remember her will also remember her love for her Cocker Spaniel dogs.  
Hard to believe in these times, but she used to bring her dogs into school where they would sit quietly 
under her desk during lessons and staff coming to St Mark’s for posts in the English Department were no 
doubt surprised by their presence in the interview! 
 

A former pupil got in touch with the school this week with a tribute to Mrs Pieris; an extract follows: “I, 
myself, have become an English teacher because of the influence that she had. Some of us went on to 
become editors, managers, directors, nurses etc. but all agreeing that she opened our minds to reading. 
Many of us are acutely aware of how much impact she had on our lives as youngsters and how her 
strength of teaching and coaching resounds in our lives to this day….She was absolutely forceful and by 
no means ‘cuddly’. She kept us on our toes but somehow we knew that she cared because of how she 
inspired us through her teaching. We may have resented the hard work and her reproaches but we 
respected her immensely.” 
 

St Mark’s will remember Judith Pieris  as an inspirational teacher and caring colleague, and for her 
intellect, her  kindness and her dry humour, but above all for her loyalty and commitment to the pupils of 
our school.  

Year 7 ‘Deadly Distractions’ TIE  

On 10 October, year 7 pupils, had a visit from The Riot Act Theatre 
Company to perform ‘Deadly Distractions’.  This is part of Safer Essex 
Roads Partnership’s (SERP) road safety programme and delivered to highlight key road safety 
messages at a time when pupils will be making independent journeys.  

‘Deadly Distractions’ is delivered in a thought provoking way using powerful theatrical action, and 
imagery via a projection screen, the audience is guided powerfully through the key messages to  raise 
awareness of the importance of road safety amongst transitional Key Stage 3 pupils. Going beyond the 
basic road safety guidance they may have received in primary school, this play aims to challenge 
perceptions of safety amongst pupils as well as exploring the impact and consequences of bad road 
safety and equip them with the information and guidance they need to stay safe around roads, with 
specific reference to the home-to-school journey.  

Community 

Year 6 HIGH ACHIEVERS   

The High Achievers’ programme at St Mark’s is designed to support Year 6 pupils. High 

Achievers are pupils that have been identified as those who have the potential to achieve 

or exceed expectations.  Our next opportunity to participate in the year 6 High Achievers’ 

programme at St Mark’s on Tuesday 28 November 2017. The event will begin at 3.45pm 

and finish at 5.45pm.  For more details contact Mrs Long.  



 Netball  

St Mark’s v St Nicholas  

Year 7 v St Nicholas won 9-1 PoM Keren Loko 

Year 9 v St Nicholas won 25-5 PoM Niamh Peake 

West Essex round of National schools competition 

Year 9 won 6 games and lost only to Chigwell school.  

PoT Tracey Yamgoue. 

This puts the team through to the Essex County round of 

this competition with Chigwell. Well done girls! 

St Mark’s v Passmores 
Seniors won 38-16 PoM Tayo Rajitola 

Year 8 lost 9-18 PoM Issy Tuck 

Essex Cup  Year 9 v Honeywood Coggeshall,  
Won 23-10 PoM Hikmat Kazeem. 

Year 10 v Burnt Mill lost 14-20 PoM Tayo Rajitola 

St Mark’s v Stewards 

Yr 7 won 23-0 PoM Kiara Baker 

Yr 9 won 39-6 PoM Lauren De Souza 

 

National Netball tournament 

The Seniors won all three matches in the local round and 

go forward to the County round. 

PoT Tegan Lintonbon-Baker and Rianna Collins 

 

St Mark’s v Mark Hall 

Year 7 lost 7-19 PoM Shaneze Nganga 

Year 8 lost 9-13 PoM Rosie Dollard 

Year 9 won 29-6 PoM Niamh Peake 

Seniors won 32-15 PoM Rebekah Wadhwani 

 

West Essex District Cross Country  

At Burnt Mill last Monday the teams ran very well  

especially the senior Girls team who were led home by  

Holly Donoghue.  Huge congratulations to Jessica Smith in 

Year 7 who got an incredible 6th place.  

 

Other individuals who ran well were: 
Jessica Smith year 7 came 6th. 
Ronnie Nickolds year 9 came 8th. 
Erin Anderson year 9 came 9th. 
Freddie Corbett year 7 came 13th. 
Raphael Oppong year 7 came 14th. 
Andrew Byram year 11 came 14th. 
Ruby McCrudden year 7 came 16th. 
Holly Donoghue year 11 came 16th. 
Ben Siggers year 9 came 17th. 
Ellisa Appleton year 8 came 18th. 
 

PoT—Player of the Tournament 

PoM—Player of the Match 

Rugby  

Harlow schools rugby tournament Week 1. 

Year 7 

Team A won three games and drew one.  

PoT: Raphael Oppong 

Team B won all four games.  

PoT: Abdul-Rahman Kazeem 

Year 8 

Won all four games. 

PoT:  Joseph Olawoyin 

Year 9    Lost all four games 

Year 10/11  Won 3 Lost to St Nicholas  

PoT: Nathan Sandford 

 

Harlow schools rugby tournament Week 2. 

Team B won all their games again  

PoT: Michael Oppong . 

Team A won one lost one and drew two  

PoT: Kobe Roget  

Year 8 won all their games  

PoT: Israel Adjei.  

The boys continue to be unbeaten in Harlow, well 

done! 

 

Essex schools U17 Rugby Tournament 

The boys lost to Campion (eventual winners),  

King John and Mayflower. 

Then in the final play off they beat Westcliff to be the 

7th best team in Essex. 

PoT: Dom Diamonde. 

 

Essex Cup Rugby  

Year 9 v Albany School Hornchurch Lost 15-45  

PoM Reece Emerson 

 

Harlow schools rugby tournament Week 3 

Year 9 Played 4 games lost 3, winning their first game 

of this season with some much improved play on the 

first tournament of 2 weeks ago. Gaining confidence 

from the cup match the day before.  

PoT Ronnie Nickolds 

Year 10/11 Won 2 lost 1, including beating the team 

they lost to last tournament. The boys continue to  

improve their teamwork and self belief.   

PoT Daniel Eby-Thomas 

 

Harlow schools rugby tournament Week 4 

Year 7 Team A won all four games with some great 

play.  PoT Kyle Barnard 

Team B won three and lost to Stewards. 

PoT Kynan Vythelingum 

Year 8 won three games but lost their first game in two 

years in this tournament to Passmores.  

PoT Lewis Morl 

Confidence 



  

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 
  

                        

Mr Connolly, Head of Sixth Form, cordially invites you to our 

Year 12 Open Evening 
Wednesday 1 November 2017 

7.00pm - 9.00pm 

(The Headteacher and Head of Sixth Form will address parents at 7.15pm) 

Christmas Fayre Sunday 19 November 2017 
 

The Christmas Season is fast approaching (NO – I hear you say!!) and we need your help again to make 

this event on Sunday 19 November 2017 even better than last year. We 
need DONATIONS and have listed below items that we would like each 
year group to donate.  
 
Year 7—Toiletries (sealed and unused) and Year 8—Sweets (wrapped) 

Year 9—Chocolate (wrapped) and Years 10 and 11— Biscuits (wrapped) 
All food items in date please. 

All monies raised will come back into school through The Friends of St Mark’s.  In the last year, The 
Friends have supported numerous activities totalling in excess of £2000. 

Please can you help by sending in any unwanted gifts as prizes for the tombola and raffle stalls plus 
items like toiletries, sweets, chocolate, stationary and toys.  All donations can be sent into Mrs Dundridge 
(for safe keeping) and pupils will receive a merit for each item donated. 

There will be stalls run by the school, by pupils (Year groups) and by The Friends of St Mark’s. As well as 
these stalls there will be a number of external stallholders who sell their different variety of products.  
Please contact (admin@st-marks.essex.sch.uk) if you would like further information or would like to have 
a stall of your own at the Christmas Fayre.     Mrs Long - Assistant Headteacher                                                                                

Next Steps... 

Beauty and the Beast—The Musical 

Coming soon to St Mark’s School Hall -   

Wednesday 24 and Thursday 25 January 2018. 

Tickets available nearer to the date—please watch out for more details so that you do 

not miss out on this wonderful event. 


