
Dear Parents/Carers  

We reach the end of a tiring and exhausting term that has tested everyone’s ingenuity, patience 

and fortitude. I know that students and staff are looking forward to their break. It has been an 

especially difficult time for students – a long period of ‘lockdown’ in the spring and summer, 

many months out of school, missing those important ‘Rites of Passage’ such as Leavers’ Service 

and the Induction Programme and then finally returning school full time in September under the 

new Covid rules. It has been a challenge for students, a challenge for parents and a challenge 

for staff.   

But, students have, on the whole, coped extremely well with the challenges they have faced and 

this newsletter will show that despite significant disruption our core values of aspiration, 

achievement, service, concern for others and determination have been at the heart of what we 

do.  

As I reflect over the last term, despite its many obstacles, the overall feeling is one of joy and 

excitement. It meant a great deal for us to welcome the students in September and to see how 

excited they were to be back in the familiar routines of education, to be with their friends and 

peers, to be learning in the classroom and to be making great strides towards their futures. Both 

staff and students have felt that nothing compensates for the special experience of being in the 

classroom and the familiar learning environment. ‘Remote learning’ was invaluable; being in the 

classroom is irreplaceable.  

Therefore, I would like to thank the teaching staff who have worked incredibly hard in trying 

circumstances to keep lessons engaging and challenging, and to support enthusiastic (but often 

anxious) students. I would also like to thank admin and support staff who have worked so hard 

to keep the school welcoming, operational, clean and safe. Finally my thanks go to students and 

parents who have supported us this term and engaged willingly in the education we have 

offered.  

Next term promises to be a very busy one. Year 11 have been given the certainty that their 

GCSEs will take place and they have much hard work ahead of them. I also remind them of the 

many exciting opportunities available in our Sixth Form (about which much more is in the 

newsletter) and I know the majority of our Year 11 will continue their studies with us. Year 12 & 

13 have also been assured that their exams are to go ahead and, as with Year 11, their success 

will be determined by their efforts over the next few months. Work and determination always 

eliminate the element of surprise on results day.  
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Year 7, 8 & 9 have much required of them as we bridge the gaps in their progress caused by the 

interruptions of the last months. Year 9 also have the all important ‘Options’ choices’  to make. 

Year 10 continue with their GCSEs, which they have started well, again in not the easiest of 

circumstances.  

We end our term with some goodbyes, firstly to Mrs Uytun who will be leaving the Business 

Studies Department after 5 years of service. She will be taking time out to focus on her family. 

Secondly, we say goodbye to Mrs Sladen who is retiring after 13 years with us as a Science 

Technician. We are grateful to both of them for the service, care and support they have given to 

the school.  

So, as we end a challenging 2020, I trust that the New Year will be a better one for us all. They 

are many reasons for us to be optimistic and we can all hope that 2021 brings us a return to 

normality. However, whatever the year throws at us, we will meet the challenge as a school 

community. 

Once again, my thanks go to everyone and I wish all staff, students, and parents a very Merry 

and Peaceful Christmas. Term commences on 4 January 2021 at the usual time 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

John Taylor  

Associate Headteacher  
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Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas  

& Happy New Year, 

Stay Safe 

Welcome  



Achievements 

 

Jack Petchy Award Winners 

 

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award winners are young people who have gone 

above and beyond to achieve – perhaps when others thought they might fail. The Achievement Awards 

are primarily about recognising those who put in the effort and do their best.  

 

Here are some of our Jack Petchy winners, Well done! 

 

Winner : Joe 

Reason for award : Joe demonstrated his extraordinary skills in engineering 

helping his team with the best innovative group in the Faraday Challenge  

finals held in London. He also participated in the STEM Coding Club and was 

awarded the best overall pupil in an app design competition. Joe was also 

part of a team on Tomorrow’s Engineer Quest. He came up with brilliant ideas 

on how to reduce the use of non-renewable energy and use more renewable 

energy resources. 

Was spent on : Equipment  

Equipment brought : Laboratory overalls and safety goggles    

  

Winner : Gracey 

Reason for award : Gracey supported the lower School Council Reps by 

guiding them on how to carry out their roles, serving the various year 

groups. She helped immensely in the organisation and collection of the food 

items for the Harlow food bank. Gracey was the secretary of the School 

Council and was an invaluable support to all. She also played a major role 

in organising year 10/11 Charity week, which was a great success 

Was spent on : Equipment  

Equipment brought : Recycle Bins 

 

 

Winner : Rosie 

Reason for award : Despite the challenges of the lockdown and the new 

way of working remotely, Rosie completed every single task that was set 

for her lessons during lockdown. 

Was spent on : Equipment  

Equipment brought : First Aid Blanket 



Achievements 

 

 Faraday Challenge 

Thirty-six enthusiastic pupils made up of 6 teams, took part in 

this year’s IET Faraday challenge in collaboration with Network 

rail. Pupils were engineers for the day, designing and 

engineering a prototype for Network rail, which will help 

manage one aspect of increased passenger use in their 

stations. Their design had to include at least one electronic 

circuit. They also had to take into consideration the following: 

Energy – how they can decrease the amount used and what 

sources were available; Sustainability – what materials they 

could use which won’t contribute to global environmental issues 

and capacity for growth – how to continue to increase the 

number of passengers. 

After five fun-filled hours, the teams came up with brilliantly well
-engineered prototypes  and a team of IET Network rail judges 
will be deciding the winner based on their planning, 
development of product, use of budget, product engineering, 
presentation and teamwork. 

 

A big congratulations to team 3 who won the IET Faraday challenge  

They built a motor-powered ramp to give easy access  to wheelchair and pushchair users 

They also built an environmentally friendly solar-powered buzzer to allow blind and people know when the 

ramp comes down. 

Each member from the winning team was awarded a ten-pound gift voucher, a certificate and a goody 

bag, sponsored by Institute of Engineering and Technology, Sir Jack Petchey and Network rail.  

       

      Well done to our winners! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria, Harrish, Connie, Bella, Liarna and Nadia  



Community & Service 

Harlow Food Bank 

 

 

Over the years, St Mark’s has been supporting both 

local and national charities and this advent, we have been collecting 

various food items for the Harlow food bank. Harlow food bank support 

the local community by providing emergency food and support to people 

locked in poverty. More than 14 million people in the UK live below the 

poverty line and especially in this pandemic times, more people need 

support more than ever. 

On behalf of the Harlow food bank, we would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to parents, carers, staff and pupils for your amazing generosity. 
Your support is helping the food bank to change lives. Thank you very 
much and have a fantastic Christmas and a happy new year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Mass Welcome 

The Welcome Mass took place on Thursday 19th November. This was a special occasion that gave 
thanks for our new Year 7 and their special place in the community. As ever it was a joyful and moving 
occasions. As part of their induction to St Mark's, Year 
7 pupils were asked to create a shield that represents 
them. On the shield the pupils express their interests 

and aspirations. These were then presented in the year 7 welcome mass along with their form banners.  



Sixth Form Update 

St Mark’s Sixth Formers Aim High  

Students with the highest of aspirations are celebrating 

at St Mark’s, with a record number applying to the so-

called Russell Group of universities.  The Russell Group 

are the top 24 universities in the UK, renowned for 

academic excellence and high-quality research. Among 

the students are Daniel Till who was recently interviewed 

for a place at Downing College, Cambridge, to read 

Human, Social and Political Sciences, and George 

Sapcaliu, who has applied to Imperial College, London, 

to read Aerospace Engineering.  

 

Both pupils praised the advice and encouragement given them by teachers and the pastoral team at St 

Mark’s. “I am very grateful for all the support and help the sixth form leadership team and my subject 

teachers have given me throughout my university application process,” said Daniel. “They provided me 

with guidance on what I should include in my personal statement as well as completing the final checks 

before submission to UCAS. This support continued right through to the week of my interview with the 

University of Cambridge, which included arranging mock interviews to help with my preparation. Their 

advice has been invaluable, and it has been reassuring to know that I could rely on the school.” 

 

George added “To apply to universities such as these, you need to have an expertly-crafted personal 
statement that will stand out from everybody else's. Luckily for me , I had the support of my teachers who 
helped me throughout every step of the way. They gave me professional advice and offered their own 
time to ensure my personal statement was up to the required standard” 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George and Daniel now face a nervous wait but are confident that they have done their best and are 
optimistic for their futures. 



Sixth Form Update 

 

In September we were delighted to welcome many of last year’s year 11 pupils into our Sixth 

Form as well as many new faces from other schools. It was also a great pleasure to welcome 

back our new Year 13 students as they embark on the final year of their time at St. Mark’s.  

Despite the difficult challenges this term has brought, our Sixth Form have been a credit to the 

school and they continue to work hard in partnership with their teachers to achieve success.  

There has been lots going on this term. Many year 13 students have completed their UCAS 

applications.  Some of our Year 12 students have been working with Visionpath, our partnership 

organisation from Price Bailey while members of both year groups have created short 

presentations for next year’s prospective year 12 students. Year 11 have also been attending 

short      subject talks on the different A levels on offer at St. Mark’s.  

At this time of year, we would normally look forward to welcoming back our leavers from 2020 to 

receive their A level certificates, we were extremely proud of them and you are able to see the 

University destinations of many of them on our website.  

 

‘It is a shame we are not able to celebrate in their success but some highlights include:’ 

Mr. Connolly , Head of Sixth Form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to once again offer our congratulations  

to all of our 2020 A-Level students.  

 



Sixth Form Update 

Sixth Form Hub 

Our Sixth Form Hub is an area 
where our students can find all 
Sixth Form related information. It 
continues to be updated regularly 
with enrichment, university and 
apprenticeship opportunities. 
These include The Sutton Trust 
Summer School Program (more 
information below), online lecture 
taster sessions, medical work 
experience placements, subject 
masterclasses and The Social 
Mobility Foundation scheme. 

 

The Sutton Trust 

The Sutton Trust Summer School programme offers students to access leading 
universities and careers. In partnership with universities and employers, we run 
engaging programs that give students practical advice and leave them feeling inspired 
and more confident about their future.  Normally, these would be residential events 
that take place in August, however this year, all the activities were online. Despite 
this, our students still had a great experience, Niamh in Year 13 took part in a week of 
Anthropology and Archaeology at Durham University, She said ” it was great to find 
out  so much more about this subject from those that are experts in this field., I 
particularly enjoyed the workshops on biological anthropology@ 

 

 

 

 

It has given us great pleasure to continue our positive working relationship with Visionpath / Price Bailey 

this year. Visionpath are an award-winning social enterprise that have linked students at St Mark’s with 

local chartered accountants Price Bailey. Through their flagship social responsibility program ‘Price Bailey 

Inspires’ staff at the organisation have been working with our students in a range of ways. These include 

• Long term mentoring 

• Time management sessions 

• Mock Interviews for University 

In the coming months, they will be supporting students with 

• Pre-exam stress management 

• Budgeting for life as students prepare to become more independent 

• Work experience opportunities 

Walter in Year 12 recently took part in a Microsoft Teams session on time management and organisation. 

He said “ The session made me think about how organsised I was. I have taken on board some of their 

ideas and it has really helped me over recent weeks2 

Daniel took part in a mock interview to help him prepare for his interview for Cambridge University, he 

found it “very helpful” and felt “it was an excellent warm up”. 



Sixth Form Update 

 

A Level Subject Talks 

In recent weeks, year 11 pupils have been taking the 
opportunity to listen to presentations from 
staff about the A level subjects on offer to them in the 
Sixth Form. Heads of Department have talked about 
the content of their course, the skills that are gained 
from them and the further education and employment 
opportunities that they can bring. The interest from 
year 11 has been excellent as they discover the 
benefits our Sixth Form can provide for them. So far 
pupils have been able to listen what is on offer from 
Psychology, Media Studies, German and Biology and 
we look forward to listening to many more.   
 

 

 

 

Another great success story of one of our 
former Sixth Form Pupils 

We always like to hear the  stories of our former 
Sixth Form students and we were delighted to 
be contacted by Elvis Anoma-Amoabeng who 
has recently graduated from Oxford. 

 

‘I began working with Credit Suisse this summer 
as a Securities Research Analyst. I work with 
investment managers "to consult, encourage, 
and warn" them about the best allocation of capi-
tal in the global equity  markets.  

With the pandemic, climate change and major 
socio-economic transitions happening around 
the world, my work is vital to ensure that pen-
sions, trusts funds and major investment portfoli-
os continue to deliver sustainable returns year-
on-year.  

I completed St Marks in 2015, and Oxford Uni-
versity in 2020 with a degree in Economics and 
Management. 

I remember St Mark’s fondly , especially the sup-
port I had in studying for my A Levels and apply-
ing to university. I am grateful for the help you 
gave me’. 

 

 

 



 
     Work Experience 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

Joining St Mark’s 

A big feature of St Mark’s Sixth Form over the years has been the number of pupils who have joined 
from neighbouring schools and this year is no different. Chinmay and Laura are just 2 of the students 
who have started in Year 12. 
 

Chinmay joined St Mark’s from Passmores after great success at GCSE.  Chinmay 
studies Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Computer science. He says “One of the main 
reasons I decided on St Mark's was because the combination of subjects I wanted to do 
was available. I like the school when I visited and the teaching is good. Everyone is very 
supportive” 
 
 
 
 
Laura Joined us from Mark Hall after achieving some excellent grades in Year 11. She 
siad “St Mark’s was best for me because it was local and it did the subjects I wanted; 
Media, Psychology, Sociology and Law” Some of my friends from Mark Hall came to St 
Mark’s as well which helped but everybody is extremely welcoming and very friendly. I 
have made lots of new friends too” 
 
 
 
 
Aimee is now in Year 13 and has applied to study Midwifery at University. She is 
also Deputy Head Girl. Aimee said “ When I came around the school I knew that I 
would be comfortable here. Staff are supportive and it is a great environment to 
be in”  
 

 
 
 

We already have our Year 12 students thinking ahead and looking for 

opportunities to gain further experience. A-Level Politics student, Emily 

Day is no exception having already secured 1 week working with local 

MP, Robert Halfon at The House sof Parliament. This is a wonderful 

opportunity for her to see how the day-to-day workings of a MP hap-

pens as well as the chance to meet other MP’s and those involved in 

everyday politics 

 
.  

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Sixth Form Open Evening and Conference  

As we have all found this year, we have had to move to the virtual world in order to communi-
cate and share what we are all doing. Our Virtual Sixth Form Open Evening took place in No-
vember and can still be accessed via the school website. It offers a great insight into life in the 
Sixth form and we hear from both staff and pupils on their reasons for choosing us as their 
place of study. We were able to follow this up with a virtual conference with the Sixth Form 
leadership team and parents and pupils interested in finding out more about Sixth Form life. It 
was great to have so many join us and we look forward to welcoming our new students in from 
September.  



Year Group Isolation Procedure 

 

 

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 outbreak we have had to ask 

students to self-isolate at different times this term. 

Unfortunately, every Year Group in the school has had a full or 

partial period of isolation and may have to do so again. I would 

like to remind everyone of the procedure we follow when a 

decision is made that students must self-isolate. 

 

 

 

• Upon notification of a positive case among students we take advice from Essex Track 

& Trace. 

• We identify students who have been a possible contact of the confirmed case during 

the period of infection.  

• A letter is sent, via Parentmail, to the parents/carers of students who will need to self-

isolate 

• Those students are gathered in the hall and informed that they will need to isolate.  

• Students have their mobile phones returned to them and they are asked to start 

contacting their parents to establish how they will get home . 

• Reception staff will call parents of students who do not have a mobile phone on them 

or who have not been able to make contact with parents.  

• Once contact has  been made with parents and it has been established how the 

student is getting home and that they have access to the house, they will be allowed 

to leave site.  

• This will be checked with Senior Staff 3 times per student, before they can leave the 

premises. 

• If we are unable to confirm contact has been made with home, students will remain 

on site, in isolation, until the end of the school day.  

• A general letter confirming a case in the school is sent to all other parents but 

explains that their child does not need to isolate.  

 

Parents can help in this process by:  

 Ensuring all contact details we hold are up to date  

 Adding the St Mark’s phone number (01279 421267) as a 

contact in your mobile phone 

 Ensuring you are signed up on Parentmail  

 Making sure your child follows the instruction to self-isolate 

for the period required  

 Following all current guidance on handwashing, masks, 

social distancing and household mixing  

  



Important information 

Key Dates 
Monday 21 December 2020 - Friday 01 January 2021 - Christmas Break 

06 January-   Feast of Epiphany 

15 January -  Deadline for Internal applications to Sixth Form 

18 January -  Holocaust Memorial Day  

01 February - Intermediate Maths Challenge 

05 February - Deadline for External applications to Sixth Form  

09 February - Internet Safety Day 

12 February - Inset Day  

COVID 19 Contact Tracing Over Christmas Holiday 
Please follow the guidance below if your child begins to show symptoms of COVID19 during the 
Christmas break. 

If your child develops symptoms of COVID19 within 48 hours of being in school 

You must seek a test for your child and the household must isolate at home until the test result is 
returned. If the result is positive, you must inform your school, who will identify if there are any other 
individuals within the school community who are impacted by this. 

Contact the school on admin@st-marks.essex.sch.uk   

You must provide the following: name, Form Group, date of symptoms starting, a copy of the test 
result 

If the test result is negative, you do not need to take any further action. 

If your child has no symptoms of COVID19 but tests positive within 48 hours of being in school 

You should contact the school on admin@st-marks.essex.sch.uk 

If your child develops symptoms of COVID19 more than 48 hours after their last day in school 

You must seek a test for your child and the household must isolate at home until the test result is 
returned.  

If the result is positive, having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, 18 
December 2020 you must contact NHS Test and Trace and follow the advice given by them: 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/  

You should contact the school if your child will be absent, in time for the first day of the new 
term. 

  

 

Reminder - please support the Community Testing Programme that is urging all children 
and their families to get tested, even if you do not have symptoms of COVID19.  
In partnership with the Department for Health and Social Care, Essex County Council have increased the 
number of testing centres locally to support this Programme.  

 

You can book a test by visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  
 

  

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 
01279 421267 

website: www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk 

The Governors, Staff and Pupils,  

cordially invite you to view our  

Sixth Form Opportunities Video  

On our website 
  

mailto:admin@st-marks.essex.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-marks.essex.sch.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
http://www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk

