
We are coming to the end of a very busy term. 

There has been so much to celebrate this 

academic year., as well as, keeping an eye on our 

ever changing world. 

Firstly, I would like to congratulate pupils in Years 

11-13 for completing their mock examinations in 

the past few weeks. I hope that they use the 

experience and feedback in a positive way to 

support their future learning. 

Secondly, I want to congratulate all our pupils, staff and parents for embracing all the changes over the 

last few months with care, resilience and patience. At this Christmas time, we need to be looking after 

each other understanding the difficult times that people have gone through. 

FAREWELL AND THANK YOU 

At this time of year it is always sad to say goodbye to valued members of our school. We therefore would 

like to thank the following staff for all their service and hard work to  the pupils at St Mark’s and wish them 

every success in their future life and/ or careers. Ms Taylor, Receptionist, Mr Mackenzie, Head of Music, 

Mrs Khodadeen, Mathematics teacher and Mr Ramphal, Mathematics teacher.  

 

Congratulations to all who took part in the many events throughout this term. A big thank you to 

the parents and carers who have been so supportive (and unofficial taxi drivers). 

 

A reminder for parents / carers that school will begin again in the new year with a staggered start 

in order to carry out Lateral Flow Device Testing for all pupils. This will start from the   

4 January 2022. Please check the time that your child will be expected into school. A letter has 

been parentmailed out and the times can also be found on our website in the Parents section.  

 

    I WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 

DECEMBER 2021 

Welcome  



Supporting Others 

Red Wednesday at St Mark’s 

#RedWednesday takes place every year in November (this year it 
was on 24 November 2021). Red Wednesday is the day that         
millions of Christians rally together to take a stand for Religious   
Freedom (one of our basic human rights set out by the United       
Nations in 1948 in the Declaration of Human Rights) by campaigning, 
raising awareness and funds for those around the world that are   
persecuted for their religious beliefs. This year the Aid to the Church 
in Need UK (ACN) are especially focusing on the kidnapping, forced 
marriage, forced conversion and sexual enslavement of women and 
girls. 
 
As a school, our pupils and staff were invited to participate by:  

• Wearing something red on Wednesday 24 November  i.e. a red ribbon. 

• Praying/reflecting during Form time for nine days (a Novena), especially remembering those 
in Syria, Mozambique, Nigeria, Lebanon, Iraq and Pakistan. 

• Donating spare change throughout the novena week (12 - 24 November) for the work of 
ACN. 

A Year 8 pupil commented on their experience of #RedWednesday saying:  

“By campaigning for Red Wednesday, I’ve learnt a lot about my own human rights, as well as, 
those who are being persecuted for their beliefs”.  

A Sixth Former pupil said:  

“Young people are very passionate about, and are against, injustice of every kind. It’s so           
important that we have the opportunity to channel our passions for human rights and social     
justice. Red Wednesday is a great opportunity to say ‘No’ against injustice and stand in           
solidarity.”  

Thank you to all pupils, staff and governors for supporting Red Wednesday. 

 

 

 



 Achievements 

Our Pupils shine in Senior Maths Challenge 
On 10

th
 November 2021, 12 Mathematics pupils from the Sixth Form put themselves forward to 

take the Senior Mathematics Challenge, run by the UK Mathematics Trust. The pupils had 90 
minutes to attempt a range of  
interesting  
problems, armed 
only with paper 
and pencil. All    
pupils received a 
certificate of      
participation, but 
there were notable 
performances 
from: 
Adrians  (Silver 
Award & Best in 
School) 
Oliver (Silver 
Award) 
Danny (Bronze 
Award & Best in 
Year) 
Bronze Awards:  
Robert, Ashish  
Andrew, Wiktoria, Angela, Jonathan  
Example Question from this year’s challenge:  

 
 

International Computer Science Contest in St Mark’s 

During the week 8-12 of November, St Mark’s pupils from years 7 and 8 participated in the      

international online 
computing contest, 
Bebras (called Beaver 
in UK). They  compet-
ed in the Junior and 
Intermediate age cate-
gories solving various 
logical puzzles and 
finding solutions to 
problems of increasing 
difficulty. Congratula-
tions to all pupils who 
achieved Gold Certifi-
cates (top 10% nation-
ally) in our school: 

Junior (Year 7) – Jack, 
Pierre, Adam, Shane, 
Amelia, Eleanor, Stas 

Intermediate (Year 8) 
– Yousef, Julian 



Achievements 

Year 9 Young Enterprise 

 The Year 9 Young Enterprise 
team went to the Chelmsford City 
Centre Trade Fair on Tuesday 7 
December . They were chosen to 
win the Judges  award for their 
efforts, as well as,   ending the 
day with a profit.  

The team have been raising     
further money by selling       
Christmas sweets and gifts at 
lunchtime this week.  

 

 

 

 

Jack Petchey Award Winners  

September    

Winner : Simona-Marie 

Reason for award : Sporting excellence and support of other pupils 

 

 

October 

Winner :  George 

Reason for award : Resilience in keeping fit 

and support of others to do the same. 

 

 

 

 

November  

Winner : Mary 

Reason for award : Contribution to school life, including running charity 

events. 

 

 

Well done to all of our winners. 

 



Learning outside of the classroom 

 

The Freud Museum 

Year 13 pupils went on a trip to the Freud Museum 
where they took a tour around Sigmund Freud's 
house to get a more in-depth view of his life and 

works.  

They then took park in a workshop with                  
Psychoanalytic Therapist Stefan who gave a          

comprehensive and detailed seminar on Freud's most 
famous case study - "Little Hans" 

Geography Field Trip—Harlow 

As part of their AS & A level courses, Geography pupils are required to undertake fieldwork, whereby 
they go out and collect primary data. Due to Covid restrictions, a more local location was chosen to     
facilitate this change. Groups of year 12 pupils, led by a year 13, collected questionnaire data in Harlow 
Town centre. Each year 13 has chosen a topic to investigate, with this year's enquiries ranging from 
"Does gender affect the perception of safety around the town?" to "What are your views of the new 
junction 7a of the M11?".  This was the first time many of the pupils had interacted with the general  
public in this way, and they did so in a brilliant manner. Hopefully some interesting conclusions will be 
drawn from the data collected! 

 



Learning outside of the classroom 

The Tower of London 

On Friday 10th December, Year 

12/13 History pupils visited the 

Tower of London. Pupils learned 

the landscape of London in the 

Tudor period, and then explored 

the wealth of History within the 

Tower itself. Highlights included 

seeing the differences in armour 

between each monarch, and  

reading the carved inscriptions 

within the prison tower that had 

been preserved over centuries as 

insights into the lives of the inhab-

itants of the Tower. It was really 

great to see History brought to 

life!  

Globe Theatre Trip 

On 15th December 2021, Year 11 pupils visited 

the Globe Theatre, the Golden Hinde and the Old 

Operating Theatre and Herb Garret Museum.    

Pupils studied how life in Elizabethan England was 

reflected within the creation and structure of the 

theatre, and were lucky to see actors practising for 

a play. On board the Golden Hinde, Sir Francis 

Drake's ship; they realised very quickly how hard 

life was aboard a galleon during the Tudor period! 

They took part in trying to lift the anchor, before 

learning the route of the Spanish Armada. At the 

Old Operating Theatre Museum, pupils took part in 

a seminar on operating before anaesthetic .    

Highlights included acting out lines from  Macbeth, 

trying to move a cannon on a gun deck and    

learning the ropes of a 19th century amputation 

surgeon to avoid gangrene!  All in all, it was an  

excellent day out and the pupils were a credit to 

the school.  



Some of our Sporting Achievements 

 

 

The Year 8 boys played in their first rugby   

tournament of the year. The boys won 25-5 

against St Nicolas and 30-0 against Stewards, 

with a man of the match performance from   

Isaiah.  

 

 

Our Year 7 girl’s football team played their second  

friendly  tournament at Passmores  winning all their 

matches. A special mention to Scarlett who scored 5 

goals. Well done ! 

The year 8 basketball team played in the first 

round of competitive matches finishing the 

evening unbeaten. Man of the tournament  

David  

Well done to all who participated in the Year 10/11    

seven-a-side football at Passmores. It was great to see 

more players making their debut in the school team.  

 

 

The year 9 netball team put in a good         

performance at the county round of the       

National School Competition in Colchester, 

coming 4th.  A brilliant experience against 

some tough opposition.  Well done girls! The 

only school that qualified from Harlow - 

You did St Marks proud! 



EARLY CLOSE FOR PUPILS   

Friday 17 December — End of Term Finish 12.30pm 

04 January 2022 - School Term starts (Staggered Return) 

Important information 

Please join our school Twitter account which is used to inform parents, pupils and  
other interested people of the news and events happening at St Mark’s.  This account 
will give you up-to-date information and will help us celebrate all the wonderful work 
that takes place at St Mark’s every day.   TWITTER -  @stmarksharlow   WEBSITE -  
www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk 

Homework Club is open 8am - 8.50am each Morning, Break and Lunchtime. 

After school sessions run until 4.30pm.  Homework Club is open to all year 

groups in A2/A3 and is supported by at least 4 members of staff.  Children 

have access to the computers for ShowmyHomework, internet research 

and school applications. 

Parking outside the school 
Could parents/carers, when parking outside the school, please take pedestrians and 
local residents into consideration.  We have had a number of complaints regarding 
vehicles obstructing the pathways and roads outside the school, making it difficult for 
pedestrians to pass when pupils are being dropped off or collected from school at the 
beginning and end of the day.  Your assistance in this matter would be greatly appreciated.   

Absence Reporting   

St Mark’s uses the ‘Absences’ facility on the ParentMail App.  
This means that you will be able to inform the school of your 
child’s absence without having to telephone or write a letter to 
explain why they are off school. 
The absence reporting will only work through the ParentMail (PMX) App, so it is 
important that parents / carers download the App onto their iPhone or Android device. 
You will be able to report absences in 4 easy steps: 
1. From the ParentMail App, open ‘Absences’ and select your child’s name. 
2. Select a reason for the absence from a drop down menu. 
3. Select an amount of time that your child is likely to be off school for. 
Add a comment / note to clarify the reason for the absence eg Flu, Sickness bug etc, and then 
send to the school. 

You must report any absence BEFORE 9am.  Please be aware that holidays cannot be 

authorised. 

Key Dates 
 
5 January 2022 - Year 11,12 & 13 return to school (Testing in school the day before) 

6 January 2022 - Year 9 &10 return to school (Testing in school the day before) 

7 January 2022 - Year 7 & 8 return to school (Testing in school the day before) 

06 January 2022 - Feast of Epiphany 

12 January 2022 - Year 12 & 13 Parents’ Evening (Online) 

19 January 2022 - Year 9 Parents’ Evening (Online) 


