
 

St Mark’s top of the Harlow schools’ league table 

for Attainment 8  

 

We are delighted to inform you that earlier this week the published Government figures show 
that  

St Mark’s has come top of the Harlow schools’ league table for Attainment 8; the 
percentage of pupils achieving 4 or above in English and Mathematics; the EBacc 
average point score; and the percentage of pupils staying in education or entering 

employment (2017 leavers).   

These are great results which have been achieved by a complete cross-section of young people.  

St Mark’s is a local comprehensive which offers places to all young people living within the area 

regardless of academic ability.  Examination achievement is regarded as an important aspect of 

the education we provide but not necessarily the only important quality.  

We believe that a number of factors have contributed to this success, of which the hard work of 

the pupils themselves, the support of their parents and the skill and dedication of our teachers 

are the most significant.   

These excellent results demonstrate the effectiveness of high quality teaching coupled with team 

work. St Mark’s has achieved a consistently good standard of examination results for many 

years now, but we are not complacent and will seek to build on this achievement. 

I would like to congratulate all those involved in achieving this wonderful outcome. 

 

A very special welcome all our new staff. I know that they will be happy at St Mark’s and make 

an excellent contribution to our community. It is a privilege to introduce the new staff at St 

Mark’s— 

Mrs Ashdown—Exams invigilator, Mrs Barber—Midday Supervisor, Mrs Day —Exams 

invigilator, Mr Gurnett—Senior Science Technician, Mrs Hopkins—Exams invigilator, Mrs 

Hughes—Exams invigilator, Mrs Hyder—Head’s PA, Mr Lumby—Geography teacher, Mrs 

Marti—Maths teacher and Mr Venerables—RE and Music teacher.   

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 

FEBRUARY 2020 

WELCOME  



LEARNING THROUGH HISTORY 

Year 11 in London!   

Year 11 pupils had a fantastic day in  

London on Tuesday 17th December 

2019, visiting various places of interest in 

relation to their GCSE History course. 

First they toured the Globe theatre,  

learning about how the theatre reflected 

Elizabethan Society in  London. Then 

they visited the Golden Hinde, a remake 

of Sir Francis Drake's ship that he used 

to circumnavigate the globe between 

1577-1580. Here, they learnt about the 

Spanish Armada and how improved    

naval warfare and tactics lead England to become victorious. After a quick stop for lunch, the 

pupils climbed 52 spiral steps within a church tower to a London hidden treasure; the Old Oper-

ating Theatre and Herb Garret Museum. Once within the theatre, they listened to a talk on the 

history of surgery and learnt about the gruesome operations that took place there, including gory 

am- putations 



 

 

LEARNING THROUGH HISTORY 

Year 12 and 13 pupils had an excellent 
day at the Tower of London in December 
2019, learning about the Mid Tudor Crisis. 
As part of the day, pupils had a 
personalised tour of the Tower in relation 
to their A Level course, which focused on 
the elements of power and authority 
during the Tudor period. They asked very 
pertinent questions and represented the 
school very well.  Pupils were also able to 
explore the Tower; the prison cell and the 
torture chamber being some of the 
popular highlights!  

Tower of London Trip   

Year 12 & 13 

 Holocaust Memorial Webcast 

On Friday 24th January 2020, GCSE and A 
Level History pupils took part in a Holocaust 
Memorial Webinar, organised by the 
Holocaust Educational Trust. Pupils listened 
to survivor Susan Pollack MBE discuss her 
experiences as a Jewish child during the 
Holocaust. Born in 1930 in Hungary, Susan 
became quickly aware of growing  anti-
Semitism, which only got worse after the 
start of the Second World War. Susan was 
deported in May 1944 to Auschwitz-
Birkenau, where she was separated from her 
family. After 10 weeks, she was forced on a 
death march to Bergen-Belson. When the British army liberated Bergen-Belson on 15th April 
1945, Susan was one of the few survivors.  (A more detailed version of her experience is 
available on the HET's website). Pupils specifically commented afterwards that hearing Susan's 
story helped them to understand the tragic brutalities of the Holocaust further. Despite her 
harrowing experience, Susan Pollack's words of support and encouragement to younger 
generations were inspirational, and will be remembered by all who joined the webinar. 



St Mark’s Year 10  Win School Team  Maths Challenge!!  

On 16
th
 January 2020, Mr Mehra and I had the pleasure of accompanying twelve of St Mark’s 

high-achieving maths pupils to the University of Hertfordshire for a Year 10 Enrichment Day 
organised by the Advanced Maths Support Programme  

The varied and stimulating programme consisted of informative talks, interactive workshops, 
team challenges and more.  All our pupils engaged whole-heartedly throughout the day and 
were excellent ambassadors for the school.  The pupils found the final talk of the day ‘Creation 
of Number’ particularly awe-inspiring.  When we found out that St Mark’s had won the school 
team challenge, it was the icing on the cake! 

Well done to you all and I hope that you have been inspired to take Maths A-Level in the sixth 

form! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The trip was very inspiring.  Attending the enrichment day has given me an insight into 

Maths opportunities beyond GCSE” (Lanelle) 

“My favourite part was meeting new people and taking part in fun challenges as groups.  

I found it very interactive and a great experience” (Wiktoria) 

“The thing that fascinated me the most was the talk we had at the end.  It was when the 

man talked about the Mandelbrot Set which made me wonder… could this be a map of 

the stable universe...?” (Oliver) 

CAREERS — ADVICE AND GUIDANCE 

 

The Year 9 Careers Carousel has been a great success so far and inspired our pupils as they 
start to think about their subject options and career prospects. Dedicated professionals         
volunteered their time to tell their 'working life' story. The Carousel brought in experts from the 
fields of Banking, Policing, Hair & Beauty, Biomedicine, Mechanical Engineering, Property, IT, 
Law, and many more!  

The pupils were given a great opportunity to gain insights into different careers and they were 
very inspired, here’s what some of them said when 
asked which session they enjoyed the most and why: 

Year 9 Careers Carousel 

 

'Biomedicine and medical 
care/nursing because it 

helped me think about what I 
want to be when I'm older'. 

'Police because he 
acted it out to help me  

understand it more' 

'Motor vehicle            
engineering, it's  

inspiring' 

'I think hair, beauty and barbering 
because that's what I want to do' 

'IT and cyber security 
because we learn 
how to be safe on 

the internet' 

'Teaching as it was 
very detailed' 
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EXTRA CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES 

. Apple Sponsored Coding Programme 

A group of year 9 pupils had their first session of a three-week coding programme at Harlow   

College. There are three, 1 hour after school sessions that cover the following (all using iPads 
and Swift Playgrounds): 

Session 1: Introduction into Swift Playgrounds coding learning basic commands and functions. 

Session 2: Maze design and programming the robots around the maze . 

Session 3: Creating a small photo app and an app design competition. 
 
Pupils will get a certificate at the end of their training and will also have the opportunity to           
continue a more advanced coding programme if they wish to. 

https://www.apple.com/uk/swift/playgrounds/ 

Year 5/6 Masterclass in PE  

47 Year 5/6 pupils from local primary schools attended our Masterclass session on Tuesday 
28th January 2020. The pupils took part in a mini-Olympics circuit whereby, they had to  
complete different activities. These activities included a timed sprint, an obstacle race, indoor 
javelin, vertical jump, long jump and speed bounce. To finish off the evening of events, each 
team competed in a relay. Well done to all the primary school pupils that attended, and a big 
thank you to the 11 year 8 pupils that helped run the evening.  

https://www.apple.com/uk/swift/playgrounds/


Our ‘High Flyers Ambassadors’! 
Congratulations to Michael and Abdullah who have been offered a place as ‘High Flyers 

Ambassadors’ for aerospace engineering at Stansted Airport. As the UK has the second largest 

aerospace industry in the world, highly 

skilled aerospace engineers are in serious 

demand. With challenges from 

environmentally friendly travel to the 

development of space tourism, there has 

never been a more exciting time to explore 

this industry. As a High Flyer Ambassador, 

you get to: 

• Have a behind the scenes tour at Ryanair 

and Stansted Airport 

• Take part in engineering skills workshops 

at Stansted Airport College 

• Receive 1:1 aviation industry careers 

advice 

• Represent your school and Stansted Airport College as a High 

Flyer 

This is a fantastic opportunity for the 2 pupils. Congratulations and 

we wish them the best of luck. 

    PS IMMO Cup 

Ryan, a year 7 pupil, played in the PS IMMO 
Cup in Basel, Switzerland on the 8th & 9th 
February. Ryan played against many 
European teams. He scored against Bayern 
Munich, Juventus and Barcelona. Ryan was 
awarded top goal scorer across the two 
tournaments where Chelsea U12s finished 

3rd.  Well 
done Ryan, 
what a 
fantastic 
achievement.      

 

 

 

 

 

HARLOW YOUTH COUNCIL  

ACHIEVEMENTS 



SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 

On Thursday 9th January, 20 year 7 and 8 
pupils competed in a District Indoor Athletics 
Competition at Mark Hall School. St Mark’s 
pupils dominated the sprint and field events 
winning all four categories. They have now 
secured a place in the County Final at Garons 
Park on Wednesday 11th March. Well done 
on this fantastic achievement and we wish 

Year 7 & 8 Pupils Secure a Place 
in the Indoor Athletics County 

Final  

Year 9 Rugby Essex Cup Final 

Having played and won all their group    
matches convincingly, scoring over 230 points 
in the group and only conceding 38 points 
across the 4 matches. This dominance of  
performance continued into the Quarter final 
and Semi finals. Beating Harris Academy 67-
7 and St Martin’s 49-0 respectively.  

Co-captains Danny and Kai have led this 
team to 3 years’ worth of district trophies, a 
runners up trophy in the Essex Waterfall    
tournament in year 8 and they have only lost 
4 games in 3 years. This upcoming final is a 
culmination of exemplary levels of teamwork 
and sportsmanship, that this group of boys 
have shown since the start of year 7, back 
when many of them had never even touched a rugby ball before. Wishing them the very best of 

luck in bringing back a trophy they          thoroughly 

District Champions! 

Well done to our year 8/9 girls Basketball 
team for  winning the district tournament at 
Stewards School on Tuesday 4th February 
2020. In the final game of the tournament St 
Mark's went on to gain victory over       
Passmores. The final score was 4-2, with 
Breanna scoring the winning basket.   

Well done to all. 

 

For more results and news follow 
our Twitter  account or see our   



Year 11—13 Charity Week 

As part of the sixth form charity week, staff and pupils of        

St Mark’s chose to support a local charity, streets2homes, to 

donate winter coats to. Streets2homes is a homeless charity 

organisation based in Wych Elm, Harlow. Pupils felt the need 

to support this organisation with winter coats especially this 

time of the year when temperatures have plummeted drastically. On behalf of the staff and 

pupils, I will like to say a big thank you to everyone that made this possible .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the recent wild fire devastation in Australia, Year 11 decided to raise money to 

support the Australian Red Cross and WIRES, supporting them by donating the money towards 

the disaster relief and recovery process as part of their charity week. Pupils from all years took 

part in Australian themed events such as ‘Name the Koala’ and ‘Pin the Capital on Australia’. 

Pupils also organised Futsal competitions and raffles. Congratulations to all the prize winners 

and thank you for supporting it. A 

special 

thank you to 

the Year 11 

pupils that organised and ran each event.  

COMMUNITY AND SERVICE 


