
Dear Parents/Carers  

It has been another challenging half-term for students, parents and staff. Once again I have been hugely impressed 

by the ingenuity, creativity, resilience and sheer hard work shown by students and staff as they cope with another 

term of remote education. ‘Lockdown learning’ has continued apace, with a blend of distanced learning, live lessons 

and independent study. While students and teachers have had to learn new skills, grapple with technology and 

develop different ways of working, it is clear that our school community has risen to the challenges. I hope next 

week will give everyone a well-deserved rest. 

Students have engaged fully with their learning and this is greatly to their credit. As we continue with remote 

education after the break, may I remind parents of your extremely important role in ensuring that students are 

keeping to good routines – bed at a sensible hour, up and ready for lessons before 9 a.m. and attending all lessons 

as well as completing all work. Their success and progress depend on all of us working together. 

I have been pleased to see the quality of the work produced, and as we shall see later in the newsletter, whether it 

is doing practical technology at home, some highly industrious English work, lively languages, mastery of Maths or 

scintillating Science, students have followed a broad and rich curriculum that showcases their skills and knowledge.  

As we look over the next half-term there remains a great deal of uncertainty. The consultation period for awarding 

GCSE/AS/A Level grades, as well as vocational qualifications, has now closed and Yr. 11-13 will be hopeful of 

hearing the outcome by the end of February. In the meantime, it is vital they complete all work set for them attend 

all live lessons and continue to hone skills and revise content in preparation for assessments in the spring and 

summer—whatever form they take. We currently expect ‘remote education’ to continue until at least 8 March and 

we anticipate more details on 22 February as to the plans the government has for schools. While there is 

speculation that this will entail a ‘staggered’ start, with exam classes prioritised, recent months have shown that 

pupils can continue to make progress in their learning even under the most trying of circumstances.  After half-term, 

we intend to expand our live lesson offer, so every class has some live input.  

In amongst all the uncertainty, we must remember that there are still exciting times for many students as they reach 

key milestones in their schooling. Yr. 9 will also be selecting their ‘Options’ and have already had their option packs 

sent to them.  Yr. 12 & 13 will be applying to and researching university, apprenticeships and employment 

opportunities. It will be a busy time as we all look to the future and hopefully one that gives us greater normality. 

So, as we end another busy term, I would like to thank staff and students for their hard work and efforts. And I 

would especially like to thank parents who have sent in many emails, cards and messages of thanks and support to 

the school and the teachers who have kept the education we offer the best it can be. It always means a great deal 

to staff to have their work acknowledged in this way. I would also like to formally welcome Mrs Khodadeen who has 

joined the Maths Department. She is very welcome and I know she will be happy here. 

I wish you all a safe and restful break. School will be open for children of key workers on 22 February and remote 

learning commences on the same date. 

Yours sincerely,  

John Taylor Associate Headteacher 
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LOCKDOWN LEARNING  

We are incredibly proud of everything our students have achieved and would like 

to thank you for your commitment to virtual learning. You should be very proud! 

From KS3 to KS5 we have received many examples of excellence and we look 

forward to many more to come. We love your creativity!  

 

Here are some examples from the English Department 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

Lockdown Poem 

Masks up and hopes down. 

Empty streets and ghost towns. 

Should we accept this as our new norm? 

Or should we remain calm throughout the 

storm? 

Hugs and kisses are a thing of the past. 

O’ how much longer will this all last? 

Positive cases every day 

But when will positive news swing our way? 

I pray that the end of this is near. 

But as of now it’s not so clear. 

Hours, days and weeks fly past. 

O’ how much longer will this all last? 



LOCKDOWN LEARNING  

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

Rebekah, Year 10,  Illustrating key quotes from Stave 1 of Dickens ‘A Christmas Carol’  

KS5 students, creativity in response to personifying jealousy in Othello 



LOCKDOWN LEARNING  

                                                                         

Art Year 9  have been working on the ‘Day of the Dead’ masks and Yr.8 have been working on 

observational drawings, which they will use as a basis for some work on surrealism. As ever the level of 

skill and creativity is impressive and the detail stands out. Our budding artists continue to make great 

progress.  

 

 

 

                                                                        

 

 

 

Drama—Year 11 GCSE students have found innovative ways to continue their studies. In the example 

here, Chloe has used models to show how lighting effects can be used in stage direction to bring out or 

hide characters as well as later the ‘mood’ in a given scene.  

 



LOCKDOWN LEARNING  

 Examples from the Geography Department                                                      

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History —Year 7, work around medieval 

punishment 

History —Year 11 GCSE,  work on the 

impact of voyages of trade in Elizabethan 

England 

 

Geography —Year 12, case studies of low-

level energy coastal environments  

 

Geography —Year 11,  work looking at the               

impact of international aid in Nigeria  

 

Geography —Year 7,  work looking at the                 

formation of waterfalls  

 

Geography —Year 10,  

finding and locating  

different examples of the 

following landscapes: 

Coastal, Mountainous 

(Upland) and Lowland  

areas  

Examples from the History Department                                                      



LOCKDOWN LEARNING  

Year 7 No Screen Challenge 

Students in Year 7 were encouraged to spend time away from their screens to attempt one of 

the 12 ‘no screen challenge’ tasks provided. They were given a timed task of one hour to do a 

non-digital activity. Here are some great examples of their achievements. 

Origami 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooking/Preparing a dish  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                               

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

Knitting/Crochet 

Baking 



REMOTE COOKING 

Tower of London Trip   

Year 12 & 13 

 . 

 

 

 

 

Food Technology 

KS4 GCSE students have continued to hone their practical skills. As part of their normal GCSE course 

they have to complete a practical assessment which involves preparing and serving three courses of 

food. The home kitchen has become the classroom as students have cooked at home and uploaded 

their results. Some outstanding examples of their ability can be seen below.  

Year 8 

Upcycling Task Challenge 
We are all conscious of environmental challenges and our need to make sustainability integral to    

design and manufacture. Yr. 8 students were asked to research into  existing upcycled products then   

gather ‘waste’  materials to create one of their own. A great method of ‘recycling’ and ‘reuse’’, to add 

environmental value to a used product and delay its journey to landfill. 

 



COMMUNITY & SERVICE 

Tower of London Trip   

Year 12 & 13 

Rebekah (Year 10) has been a member of the St John’s Ambulance Cadets for almost 2 years 
now and has continued with her weekly meetings over Teams 
throughout the COVID pandemic. 

Last weekend, and over the next 4 weekends, she has volunteered to 
support the National NHS Vaccination Training Programme.  

She thoroughly enjoyed the first weekend, where she was registering 
people, supporting the First Aid Demonstrations and logistics.  

She admitted that it has really helped her have something to look 
forward to and meeting lots of new people.  

 

    Well Done Rebekah! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 15 December the government announced that all schools 

would have to be prepared to carry out mass COVID-19 testing of 

staff and students. These test will be conducted using a Lateral 

Flow Device (LFD) and the intention is to try and pick up 

asymptomatic cases in the school population and help to stop the 

spread of the disease. Staff have worked incredibly hard to set up 

the Covid testing site in the gym and to undertake all of the 

required training.  

We are currently testing staff twice a week and students who are 
in school once a week. When we return to school the testing will 

be offered to all students. Parents have been sent a consent form 
via parentmail and we request that this is completed before 

children return to school. Staff have done an outstanding job in 
setting up and running the testing centre and special thanks go to 
Mrs Ashdown, Mrs Day and Mrs K. Long for their hard work. 

We are also grateful to all our support staff and technicians who 
have stepped forward to help. It has certainly been valued by the 
students who have taken part in the scheme with all of them 

saying that they feel safer and feel that they’re protecting their 
families and their fellow students.  

St Mark’s Covid Testing      
Programme 



St Mark’s Year 10  Win School Team  Maths Challenge!!  

On 16th January 2020, Mr Mehra and I had the pleasure of accompanying twelve of St Mark’s 
high-achieving maths pupils to the University of Hertfordshire for a Year 10 Enrichment Day 
organised by the Advanced Maths Support Programme  

The varied and stimulating programme consisted of informative talks, interactive workshops, 
team challenges and more.  All our pupils engaged whole-heartedly throughout the day and 
were excellent ambassadors for the school.  The pupils found the final talk of the day ‘Creation 
of Number’ particularly awe-inspiring.  When we found out that St Mark’s had won the school 
team challenge, it was the icing on the cake! 

Well done to you all and I hope that you have been inspired to take Maths A-Level in the sixth 
form! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The trip was very inspiring.  Attending the enrichment day has given me an insight into 

Maths opportunities beyond GCSE” (Lanelle) 

“My favourite part was meeting new people and taking part in fun challenges as groups.  

I found it very interactive and a great experience” (Wiktoria) 

“The thing that fascinated me the most was the talk we had at the end.  It was when the 

man talked about the Mandelbrot Set which made me wonder… could this be a map of 

the stable universe...?” (Oliver) 

“Maths is the one key that can open a million doors”.  (Andrew) 

CAREERS — ADVICE AND GUIDANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

The Careers Centre has set up new ways of working in this challenging environment. All 
students are very welcome to email careers@st-marks.essex.sch.uk to raise questions about 
their career ideas and aspirations and any support they may need 
during the lockdown. 

 

Year 11 students informed the Careers Centre of their 'Sector      
Selections' and they have been  receiving links to a wide range of 
different activities, work experience, virtual careers fairs and lots 
more.  

 

They are currently getting in CV writing practice and will receive 
professional feedback from the Department of Work and                
Pensions in the near future.  

 

Year 9 students are able to access information to find out more 
about different careers to help them consider their GCSE options, 
via the Virtual Careers Carousel.  

 

St Mark's is very grateful to the professional Careers Champions 
who stepped forward to provide so much detail about their roles. 

 

Morrisby (was Fast Tomato) has been in constant use of late as 
pupils make 

Latest Career News 

 

mailto:careers@st-marks.essex.sch.uk


Although our Sixth Form students have not been able to come to school, there has still been lots 

going on this term.  

We were delighted that 83% of our Year 13 students submitted applications for University 

before the deadline on January 29th.  

The quality of the applications from students was exceptional, and they should be commended 

for the high-quality personal statements that were written.  

Once again, students have applied for a wide range of courses right across the UK. 

SIXTH FORM UPDATE 

. 

Tia 

Our Year 13 student, achieved outstanding grades at both GCSE and AS level.  

She was recently invited to an  interview at the Queen Mary University of London, which 

is part of the Russell Group.  She said: 

‘Overall, I really enjoyed my interview  experience. It was a bit nerve-wracking, and 

it was a lot different to an in-person interview but getting to talk about my  subject 
with an expert was a very valuable experience. I was only interviewed by one 

person, so it felt a lot more like a   conversation. My  interviewer who was a senior 

lecturer in the subject asked me about the books and ideas that I’d  mentioned in 
my personal statement relating to English, the subject I applied for, and then he 
asked me about my other subjects. When I was discussing my other subjects, I 

made sure to either relate them back to English or to display the sort of skills that 
would be useful when studying English. The interviewer was friendly though - 

they’re not trying to catch you out and they want you to be able to perform to the best of your 
ability. You and your personal statement lead the conversation. It’s easy to think of the 

interview as a scary thing before you’ve done one, but it’s just an opportunity for you to display 

the skills you already have like you would in a classroom discussion.’ 

 

Lucy Wang—another Sixth Form success story  

 

Lucy finished her studies in St Mark’s in 2015. She studied 5 A Levels 
—Chemistry, Chinese, Economics, Maths and Further Maths and 
achieved the highest grades in each case. Following her A Levels she 
went on to read Economics at the London School of Economics and 
Political Science (LSE) (2015-2019). Since graduating Lucy has been 
working in areas that reflect her love of economics and is currently 
involved in Data Research for Bloomberg and based in Hong Kong. 
Lucy remembers her time in the sixth form fondly and is grateful for all 
the help and support she received.  



 

 

 

 

For those students who have decided against applying for University. Taking up an 

apprenticeship is another popular option worth considering.  

This week students in Year 12 and 13 have been encouraged to explore the apprenticeship 
options that are available to them by registering to take part in a variety of virtual opportunities 

that include talks from current apprentices about their experiences and chances to meet and 
speak to employers and apprenticeship providers about what opportunities await them.  

There is also expert advice on what options there are after school or college. 

 

 

 

 

This week, students in both Year 12 and 13 have had the opportunity to take part in the first 
ever virtual event organised by the Russell Group.  

The Russell Group are made up of the leading universities in the UK, and are globally 

recognised for the world class, research intensive work that they do.  

During this event students have had the opportunity to Explore all 24 Russell Group universities 
and chat directly to their representatives and ambassadors. They were able to view information 

and videos about each university, link directly to Virtual Campus Tours to explore university 
facilities and accommodation, download prospectuses and take part in 13 live webinars in the 

virtual auditorium. 

 

Sixth-Form Pre-Admission Meetings 

 

Following a record number of applications for Year 12,  Mr Connolly, Mrs Chisnall and Mr Hembling 
have, this week, started to meet with the Year 11 students that have applied to the Sixth Form for the 
next academic year.  

Pre-admission meetings are a really important part of the application process at St. Mark’s and it gives 
students the opportunity to discuss their A level choices, what they hope to do in the future and how 

study will be different to GCSE. It also gives students the platform to ask any questions about life in the 
Sixth Form.  

We look forward to meeting with more of the Year 11’s after half term  We are still welcoming 
applications from our current Year 11 students.  If you wish to submit an application, please email: 

sixthformadmissions@st-marks.essex.sch.uk  

 

SIXTH FORM UPDATE 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
  

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 

Key Worker Provision 

The school remains open to make provision for children of Key Workers. In line the with      

government guidelines, parents are reminded that where children of Key Workers can work 

from home – they should. We have seen a significant increase in the number of parents re-

questing provision for their children.  

So that we can have the appropriate level of staffing in place we send a form via parentmail 

every Wednesday so that parents can request a place for the following week. The form must be 

returned by 12.30pm on Friday of each week. Given the large increase in numbers, we cannot 

guarantee places for children of Key Workers unless parents have requested one using the 

form. If numbers of children continue to grow and there has been no form completed, we may 

have to send students in this category home. If you have any issues accessing parentmail, 

please email:                                                 

admin@st-marks.essex.sch.uk  

 

Or Call: 01279 421267 

 

 

Please join our school Twitter account which is used to inform parents, pupils and other 

interested people of the news and events happening at St Mark’s.  This account will give you 

up-to-date information and will help us celebrate all the wonderful work that takes place at St 

Mark’s every day.   TWITTER -  @stmarksharlow   WEBSITE -  www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk 

 

Absence Reporting   

St Mark’s uses the ‘Absences’ facility on the ParentMail App.  This means that you will be able to inform the 

school of your child’s absence without having to telephone or write a letter to explain why they are off school. 

The absence reporting will only work through the ParentMail (PMX) App, so it is important that parents / 

carers download the App onto their iPhone or Android device. 

You will be able to report absences in 4 easy steps: 

1. From the ParentMail App, open ‘Absences’ and select your child’s name. 

2. Select a reason for the absence from a drop down menu. 

3. Select an amount of time that your child is likely to be off school for. 

Add a comment / note to clarify the reason for the absence eg Flu, Sickness bug etc, and then send to the school. 

You must report any absence BEFORE 9am.  Please be aware that holidays cannot be authorised 
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