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ST MARK’S NEWS 

The last few weeks have been full to bursting—from our musical, to inductions for our new 

Year 12 and 7 pupils, to the Year 5 Enterprise Day and the list goes on and on. Each event 

has been a wonderful occasion, supported by fantastic staff, governors, pupils and parents. 

I am always so proud and privileged to be the Headteacher of such an amazing school and I 

would like to thank each member of our school family for all their support, hard work and 

care of others throughout the whole of this academic year.   

I would like to wish you all a restful, safe and happy summer holiday, and look        

forward to seeing you all again in September.  

‘Into the Woods’ 

Never one to shy away from a challenge, this year we took on the work of Stephen  
Sondheim, notorious for his complex music and lyrics.  

It was met with huge excitement and applause on Tuesday and Wednesday evening. ‘Into the 
Woods’ took the audience through a journey of fairy tale characters, who all meet at various 
points as the story unfolds.  

Exceptional performances lit up the stage from Hannah Martin, Fern Kelly, Marco Pedata, 
Emma Knudsen, Charlotte Mercer and Ciaran Bruton to name but a few.   

We hope to see many more pupils involve themselves in our next production, auditions for 
which will take place in September for a January 2018 performance.  

Well done to all those involved, both on and off the stage.  



 

Young Enterprise is a Nationwide competition which enables pupils to set up and run their own            

businesses, with support of an external business 

mentor and a school link teacher. This year, 15 

of our Year 12s took part in this competition: 

James Sinclair, Bithiah McSpencer,  

Rose Joseph, Lauren Bone, Anoushey Hussain,  

Tom Festa, Sharon Thomson Raashika Mani, 

Maria Kruger, Sara Afonso, David Chihota,   

Emmeline Tsang, Courtney Knight, Umaima  

Ahmad and Lini Tran. They should be  

congratulated for their efforts. Below is a  

reflection on the year in the life of a Young     

Enterprise group by Bithiah McSpencer. 

 

Creating and managing a business from scratch 

is every teenagers’ aspiration at some point. 

That is why, in September when Year 12 pupils 

were given the opportunity to form a business, as part of Young Enterprise it piqued many people’s       

interest. Around 24 of us were interested to begin with, but that whittled down to 15 in the first couple of 

weeks, as it became apparent that Young Enterprise might take up quite a lot of time!  We all expected this 

journey to be one of fun and making lots of money – however as we got further along the track, we        

realised that there’s a lot more to managing and running a business than we first anticipated.  

 

During our weekly 8:30am Wednesday meetings, we brainstormed ideas for our company name and finally 

decided on Ignite. After considering a range of products from lunch boxes to primary school revision cards, 

the product we eventually decided to manufacture, package and sell, was our ‘Pocket Prayers’.  We also 

attended school fetes – buying products and selling them on like true entrepreneurs – to generate some 

capital for the business. Seen on in the photograph above is one of the fetes we attended, with (from L to 

R) Raashika, Bithiah, Sara, Rose, Sharon, Courtney and Anoushey selling a variety of Christmas gifts,   

including our bestselling personalized baubles. 

 

Furthermore, we were able to participate in the Chelmsford Fayre, , where we were not only selling to the 

public but able to scope out the competition in preparation for the finals. As West Essex Area Finalists, we 

attended a competition against schools from across Essex, where we had to pitch our ideas to a panel of 

judges, a nerve wracking but enjoyable experience.   

To end our journey, we all were awarded a certificate and divided the money we raised between us all. 

Throughout this Young Enterprise journey, we all learnt a few things about our own abilities and even    

surprised ourselves. We persevered to the end, an accomplishment for us all considering the bumps in the 

road, that were overcome by learning to communicate and work together as a cohesive team. We learned 

how to adapt to difficulties and became more confident at public speaking. Young Enterprise was an     

educational and social experience for us all, and given the chance we would do it all again –  although we 

might change a few things with the knowledge we have now! We would like to thank our link teacher     

Mrs Harding and advisor Gill Coates for all their advice and guidance as well as Young Enterprise for the 

opportunity they have given us all.  Bithiah McSpencer 

YOUNG ENTERPRISE 



  

The young achievers of 2016-2017, attended a celebration at the Playhouse on 6 June, and 

were presented with their awards by the Guest of Honour, Counsellor Sue Livings, Chair of 

Harlow Council. During the evening Emma Knudsen, 9 Hume, gave a splendid performance 

of “ I Dreamed a Dream” to a very appreciative audience. 

St Mark’s Leader Award 2017 

was presented to Mr Peter Watts, 

Head of Design and Technology.  

Mr Watts was nominated by     

pupils as an outstanding teacher, 

who never fails to support and 

encourage pupils to achieve their 

best, regularly giving up his free 

time to do so.  He is a kind and 

effective mentor not only to      

pupils, but also to young teachers and newly appointed Heads of Department and is well 

respected by pupils, staff, parents and governors.  It was an inspirational evening and        

St Mark’s is very grateful to the Jack Petchey Foundation for its continued support. 

JACK PETCHEY FOUNDATION SCHEME 

Congratulations to Al-Amin 

Kazeem who wowed our 

Year 10 Celebration of  

Excellence reciting his 

speech from the recent 

Jack Petchey sponsored, 

Speak Out Challenge. His 

speech, titled ‘Freedom’, 

allowed everyone present 

to reflect on our world    

today and how we should  

treat others. 



  

CENTENARY MASS 

On the 22nd June, 3 St Mark’s pupils and two 
teachers went with pupils and staff from Holy 
Cross Primary School to the Centenary 
School’s Mass at Brentwood Cathedral.  The 
mass was led by Bishop Alan Williams, and 
featured singing, including a hymn composed 
by a pupil from another school that attended.  
It was a beautiful service and I really enjoyed 
it, as well as, the refreshments afterwards. 

Charlotte Brough—Year 10 

West Essex Deanery Schools’ Mass  2017 
Our Deanery’s annual schools’ Mass took place at Holy Cross Church in June and we 
were delighted to join with our partner primary and secondary schools, and our Deanery 
clergy, to worship together as a community of Catholic schools in West Essex. 

Working and praying with our Catholic Primary Schools 

YEAR 6 HOLY CROSS SCHOOL DAY  

RETREAT AT ST MARK’S 

We were delighted to welcome Year 6 pupils from Holy 

Cross Primary School last week when they took part in 

a Day Retreat led by Year 9 Pupil Liturgy Group    

members: Estelle Owusu, Oliver Grant, Mackenzie  

Sarkies, Tyrone Kangwende and Sophie Noble, whose 

mature  approach as Group Leaders contributed       

significantly to the success of the day. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan was the starting 

point for the day, and through some lively discussion 

and enthusiastic drama activities, the pupils explored 

the questions  of “Who is my neighbour?” and “What 

does it mean to be a good neighbour in today’s          

society?”   Inter-active Prayer Stations and a guided 

mediation encouraged pupils to reflect on the theme.  

The day closed, fittingly, with a 

Liturgy prepared by the pupils.  

It was a purposeful day and one 

greatly enjoyed by all who were 

involved. 



Catholic World School Games 

St Mark’s are extremely proud of Beth Harryman, as she 
represented St Mark’s in the World Catholic school games 

in Italy. 
Beth competed against athletes from countries such as  

Italy, Malta, Brazil and Flanders. 
She returned as an international gold medallist in high 

jump and a silver medallist in shot putt.  
The team won the overall silver team medal. 

Beth was also awarded the games overall 'fair play' trophy. 
The team managers from 3 different countries commented 
on how well Beth handled herself and what an ambassador 

she was for the team and her school. 

Congratulations to Beth, we are very proud of her. 

High Achievers 
58 children Year 5 and Year 6 pupils from various local primary schools attended our  
Languages themed High Achievers’ Evening at St Mark’s last month.  
The High Achievers got to experience the chance to learn German and left the day     
practicing their ‘new language’ on their parents as they were collected. 
A huge thanks to the languages department for co-ordinating the evening.  

Gut gemacht 

  

High Achievers 

SIXTH FORM VISIT TO   
CAMBRIDGE 
Year 12 pupils spent a day in     
Cambridge, firstly at Girton       
College, one of the colleges that 
make up Cambridge University 
and then  touring the town. At   
Girton we met the school's liaison 
officer and picked up tips on how 
to make a successful application 
to a top university. We also     
sampled pupil life on a tour of the 
college.  After a picnic lunch in the 
grounds, we headed into        
Cambridge town centre via the 
beautiful grounds of St John's   
College and the Bridge of Sighs. 
Once there we had the chance to 
look around the stunning           

architecture as well as explore the bookshops 
and cool down with an ice-cream.  



On the first session, we were 
split into groups of random 
people to learn how 
simulations are created and 
how to edit pre-existing 
scenarios. This was very 
interesting to me as it was a 
good way to meet new people 
and learn new features of 
python. 

On the second session, we 
continued simulations but this 
time learning what methods could be used protect against cyber-attacks. 

On the third session, we were using a raspberry pi to code a traffic light system which 
was very interesting as it showed a useful application for microcomputers. 

On the fourth session, we were learning about virtual and augmented reality, this is 
placing a display close to your eyes 
to either replace or add to usual 
vision. This was very exciting as it 
was new technology that could be 
used in the workplace as well as a 
toy. 

On the fifth session, we used a BBC 
micro bit, which is very similar to the 
raspberry pi to create radios, and 
explore the sensors on the board. 
This was stimulating as it included 
many sensors that the raspberry pi 
did not have included. 

On the sixth, we used the micro bit a 
second time exploring how it could 

be used in unethical ways, like blocking signals and opening remote doors in garages. 

On the seventh, we continued with the micro bit learning about ‘ethical hacking’ which is 
the process of exposing weaknesses in company’s security and informing them to make 
sure the issues cannot be exploited for unethical people. This was exhilarating as 
originally, I did not understand why anyone would do this job until I realised it was very 
thrilling and often well paid. 

On the final session, we were free to explore everything we had covered before. After 
that we had a concluding ceremony where we were each given a BBC micro bit and a 
certificate to show our learning achievement of the past weeks. 

COMPUTING MASTERCLASS 



  

On Monday 17th August, Quantum Theatre gave a fantastic performance of 'Your Country 
Needs You' to Year 8 pupils, as part of activities week. 'Your Country Needs You' is a play 
which explains how the first world war started and why the war continued until 1918. The    
pupils really enjoyed the experience, and the play enhanced their knowledge of the First 
World War, which they learn about further in Year 9.  

Afterwards, the pupils engaged in a Q&A with the 
cast, and then spent half the day in history, where 
they studied the Battle of the Somme further,         
investigating whether it was a success or failure  
overall. The other half of the day was spent in      
Languages, where they watched the French film 'The 
Chorus', showing the life of an orphaned boy in 
France after both of his parents were killed in the 
Second World War. Thank you to the History and 
Languages Departments for their support.  

High achieving Year 7 & 8 pupils at St Mark’s achieved 1 
Gold, 10 Silver and 25 Bronze awards in this year’s 
UKMT Junior Maths Challenge.  Over 250,000 pupils from 
across the UK sat the Junior Maths Challenge with  
roughly the top 6% receiving a gold certificate, the next 
13% silver and the next 21% bronze. 
Congratulations to the following pupils: 
Year 8 
Gold Award & Best in School:  Niam Ramphal  
Silver Award:  Angela He, Michael Wright, Emily Day, 
George Piggott, Isaac Parker, Scott Hutchinson 

Bronze Award:  Aba Yawson, Nnamdi Okafor, Gerard Mensah-Benjamin, Olivia O’Dwyer, 
Rohan Senthilkumar, Angel Babu, Benjamin Tang, Summer Hardy, Danny Leahy, Ivor 
Price, Ruben Riju Varghese 
Year 7  
Silver Award & Best in Year:  Andrew Maghari 
Silver Award:  Jakub Staskiewicz, George Lieu,        
Larissa Matheus 
Bronze Award:  Jason Morrison, Israel Adjei, Toby 
Reed-Langley, Wiktoria Siemiginowska, Amelia  
Tookey, Chelsea Yamgoue, Lewis Morl, Emelia       
Defreitas, Oliver Miziolek, Adrians Fedorovics, 
Chloe Cheung, Hannah Hopkins, Isabel Oranye,  Sa-
rang Kanakan     
These are excellent results – well done!                                                                         
Mrs S.Miziolek, Head of Maths 

Activities week 2017 

Junior Maths Challenge Success 2017 



  

Activities week 2017 
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Activities week 2017 



  

As a school we would like to take this time to say farewell to the following members of 
staff. Each of them have given service to St Mark’s and especially to the pupils that they 
have taught or   supported. They are moving on to new roles or lives and so we wish 
them well in their new endeavours.  
It is therefore with great regret that we say goodbye to the following staff: Ms Hart, Head 
of Year 8 and ICT/Business Studies teacher; Mr Baker, Design and Technology teacher; 
Mrs Irven, Design and Technology / Textiles teacher; Mr Kelly, English and RE teacher; 
Ms Kellar, English teacher; Ms Incedal, English teacher; Mr Ossembe, Science Teacher; 
Mrs Holloway, French teacher; Mr Morrish, Data Consultant; and Mr Baker, Science 
Technician.  

Important Dates 

August 17 A / AS Level results at 10am 

August 24  GCSE results at 10am and  Sixth Form Enrolment 

September 4 Inset day. School closed to pupils 

September 5 Years 7, 10 & 12 return to school. Start time 8.50am 

September 6  Whole school return. Start time 8.50am 

September 13 Photographer in school for Years 7, 9, 11 & new Year 12s 

September 14 Cognitive Ability Tests for 7B, 7E & 7F 

September 15 Cognitive Ability Tests for 7H, 7M & 7N 

September 28 Open day 9.30am—12.45pm; Open Evening for Year 6 –7, 7-9pm 
(School will close at 1.30pm) 

  

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 
Tripton Road, Harlow, Essex CM18 6AA  (Tel: 01279 421267) 

website: www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk 

                              

Miss Heaphy, Headteacher, cordially invites you and your child to 

Year 6 Open Evening 

Thursday 28th September 2017 
Between 7pm and 9pm 

  

A Fond Farewell... 

http://www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk

