
St Mark’s top of the table for English 

Baccalaureate achievement for yet another year. 

We are delighted to inform you that earlier this term the published Government figures show that  

St Mark’s has come top of the Harlow schools’ league table again for the number of pupils 

achieving the English Baccalaureate.   

St Mark’s achieved 30% with the National Average being 21.3% (Harlow average 19%). 

These are outstanding results which have been achieved by a complete cross-section of young people.  St Mark’s 
is a local comprehensive which offers places to all young people living within the area regardless of academic 
ability.  Examination achievement is regarded as an important aspect of the education we provide but not 
necessarily the only important quality.  

We believe that a number of factors have contributed to this success, of which the hard work of the pupils 
themselves, the support of their parents and the skill and dedication of our teachers are the most significant.   

These excellent results demonstrate the effectiveness of high quality teaching coupled with team work.  St Mark’s 
has achieved a consistently good standard of examination results for many years now, but we are not complacent 
and will seek to build on this achievement. 

The impact of our work with our young people is clearly demonstrated by the number of pupils who have received 
offers to universities, following their UCAS applications. The tables also highlight the greater than average number 
of our sixth form pupils who go on to further education. As a school we give every pupil an opportunity to have life 
chances that in other schools they may not have been given,   

These results, and those of last year, show that pupils at St Mark’s, whatever their ability:  

Are more likely to be studying the English Baccalaureate (EBacc)  

Are more likely to achieve the English Baccalaureate  

Are more likely to be studying GCSEs than ‘equivalent’ courses  

Are more likely to achieve 4+ in English and Maths  

More likely to stay in education  

More likely to go on to study at University  

I would like to congratulate all those involved in achieving this wonderful outcome. 

 
There are two members of staff that I would like to recognise at this point. Each of them have given great service to 
St Mark’s and especially to the pupils that they have taught or supported.  
 
Mr McCarthy has decided to explore a number of options outside of St Mark’s and will not be returning after the 
Easter holiday. He looks back on his 20 years’ of service with great affection and wishes all in the school community 
every success in the future. The school thanks Mr McCarthy for the great contribution he has made over a 
distinguished career of service to this community. 
 
Mr Foster has decided to retire after 14 years of supporting staff and pupils in the Science Department. The school, 
and especially the Science staff, thank him for his dedication and support over his time at St Mark’s. 
 
We know that both members of staff will be greatly missed. 

Elaine Heaphy — Headteacher  
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Welcome  



Respect 

St Mark’s Pupils Win Local Schools’ Faraday Challenge Day  

Pupils from St Mark’s , who competed in a local schools’ challenge against Stewards and  
Passmores, were thrilled to win the Faraday Challenge Day this month, scooping a prize for themselves and a   
trophy for the school. It was organised, and run, by the Institute of  Engineering and Technology as part of its    
commitment to show young people the benefits of careers within Science, Technology, Engineering and          
Mathematics (STEM). 
The Challenge Day gives pupils the opportunity to research, design and make prototype solutions to  genuinely 
tough engineering problems, in addition to enabling them to experience working as an engineer for a day. All the 
pupils involved worked enthusiastically throughout the day and were a credit to their individual schools.  
St Mark’s Science teacher, and coordinator of the Challenge, Godfrey Osei said, “We were very pleased to win the 
competition. Our school is passionate about giving our pupils new and exciting opportunities to   engage in STEM 
subjects. A strong UK economy relies on great engineering output, and it is crucial to get the engineers of the future 
interested at an early age.” 
The St Mark’s team now progress to the National Final to compete for a cash prize of up to £1,000 for the school.  

Learning and Success 

Spelling Bee Final 

Over the last two weeks 
the Key Stage 3 pupils 
have been taking part 
in the heats for the St 
Mark’s Spelling Bee.  
Well done to the 15 
pupils who reached the 
finals after a tough 
competition. We are 
pleased to announce 
that Aba Yawson Year 
9 has won this year. 
Well done. 

Computer Studies 

Cover Book  

Designer 

Ariane Irtelli was        
presented with a copy of 
a new Computer Studies 
Book based on the     
Python language, which 
the staff and pupils at St 
Mark’s helped to         
develop.  Ariane’s      
design was chosen for 
the cover of the book.     



Respect 

Fair Trade 

Eleven pupils in St Mark’s Year 12 are taking part in Young Enterprise, a           
nationwide competition which requires pupils to set up and run their own     
business throughout the academic year, supported by a business advisor. On 
9

th
 March,  six pupils from the team attended a trade fair at the Meadows   

Shopping Centre in Chelmsford.  

They ran a stall selling pot plants for  
Mothers’ Day and environmentally friendly 
cotton tote bags. Not only did they make a 
profit from their day’s work, but they were 
awarded a trophy by the Mayor of  
Chelmsford as runners up in the best  

overall company category. The judges were impressed by their  
excellent customer services skills, attractive trade stand and environmentally 
friendly ethos. 

Learning and Success 

Jack Petchey Awards 

Congratulations to our Jack Petchey Award Winners for this term: ( left to right) Kara Bull, for    

services to the PE Department; Ben Bester for his fantastic work as a school librarian and        

Performing Arts Technician; Ronnie Nickolds and Jade Huggins  for becoming European Boxing 

Champions.  Thanks to the generosity of Sir Jack Petchey, they have £250 each to spend on an 

area in school of their choice. 

 

Science Week 
The Science Department ran a competition for Science Week. The brief 
was to produce a poster about either a Scientist or an aspect of Science 
that inspired you. We had some brilliant entries and the competition was 
difficult to judge due to the high standard. 
Nevertheless, the winners in Year 9 (pictured) were Summer Lopez 
(Stem Cells), Lauren Massey (Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell). Jonathan Van 
Der Lith (Newton) and Rohan Senthilkuma Anurdaha (Nuclear Fusion). 
The winners in Year 8 were Chloe Lingwood (Space) and Larissa       
Matthews (Bermuda Triangle). Michelle Jacimovic (Nikola Tesla) and  
Enzo Collins (Albert Einstein) were highly commended. 

Year 9’s Master Mathematics! 

During the course of the Spring Term, three pupils from St Mark’s, Angela He,    
Rohan Senthilkumar and Niam Ramphal, were invited to attend the Year 9        
Mathematics Masterclasses organised by the Royal Institute.   

They were supported by members of the St Mark’s Mathematics department each 
week, who took it in turns to attend and help with the smooth running of  
activities. 



Respect 

Celebrating Intermediate Mathematical Challenge Success 

On 1
st
 Feb 2018, 86 pupils from Years 9 to 11, were among over 250,000 pupils from across the UK who tackled 

the Intermediate Maths Challenge.  High scorers were awarded certificates in recognition of their success. 

Congratulations to: 

Gold Certificate 

Lucy Rowe, Isaac He, Mark Abdelmalek  
 

Silver Certificate 

Yedhu Kartikeyan, Matthew Barry, Timothy Watson, Celiat Rajitola, Nisha Ramphal, Stanislaw Szandala, Tegan 

Lintonbon-Baker, Charlotte Brough, Maria Dimitriu, Raymond Chung, Amir Schultschik, Gabriel Sanchez, Diana 

Trascenko, Roya Besheya, Ivor Price, Angela He, Rohan Senthilkumar, Benjamin Tang 
 

Bronze Certificate 

Abigail Dossetter, Jennifer Saikumar, Dorothy Nguyen, Lewis Roper, Adelle Benfield, Cherub Jaladi, Hans Kariuki, 

Nicola Dalisay, Maria Stedman, Temitayo Rajitola, Thomas Wolff, George Sapcaliu, Emily Cole, Michael Wright, 

Brook Ferridge, Ben Siggers, Danny Leahy 

 

Isaac He, Mark Abdelmalek and Ivor Price were also invited to take part in the 

follow-up ‘European Kangaroo’ round because of their outstanding performance 

for their age.  We are currently awaiting the results and are keeping our fingers 

crossed for them…! 

 

Well done to all the pupils who took part. 

Mrs S.Miziolek, Head of Mathematics 

Learning and Success 

'Its a Gas!'. 

The Year 12 Chemistry A-level group attended a lecture at   
Cambridge University entitled 'Its a gas'. 

The science of gases was explored thoroughly from hydrogen to     
iodine, mainly via explosions and interesting visual            
demonstrations.  

We learnt that carbon dioxide can be made liquid under pressure 
and that jelly babies release a lot of energy when set alight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Mrs D Morrison, Science Department 



UK Rocketry challenge  
The STEM club has entered two teams to compete in this year's UK Rocketry challenge to be held at Stow Maries 
WW1 aerodrome on Thursday 19th April 2018. The UK youth rocketry challenge is an epic challenge aimed at   
pupils aged 11-18, from any secondary school, to design, build and launch a model rocket with a fragile payload. 
The rocket must reach a set altitude with specific total flight duration and must adhere to specific rules. We will be 
competing against over fifty schools from all  over the East of England. 
On Monday, 12th March 2018, our 2 teams had the opportunity to attend a test session, which was a great         
experience for them and they are all looking forward to the challenge! Wish us luck! 
Mr G. Osei - (STEM Coordinator) 

Year 8 Class Liturgies 

All Year 8 Form Groups have been planning individual class liturgies this term based on a chosen theme and     
featuring readings, prayers, music, song and dance of their choosing. They also devised, and made, a symbol    
representing the Form Group. 8 Hume and 8 Newman held their services last week; both had selected the theme of 
Friendship and Community, and their services were very interesting and thoughtful.  We were very pleased that 
parents and grandparents were able to join us and celebrate with the pupils. 

8 NEWMAN 8 HUME 

World Book Day 
Despite the snow day 
closure and a visit 
from the Beast from 
the East, teachers 
were not deterred and 
World Book Day 
dressing-up took place 
a week later.  Pupils 
were bemused yet 
somewhat unnerved, 
by the array of  
characters. It certainly 
was another successful year.  

Community—Working together 



World Scout Jamboree 2019  

Charlotte Brough (11M) and Logan Thurgood (11M) were 
invited to tour the House of Parliament by Robert Halfon, 
Member of Parliament (MP) for Harlow.  Along with three 
other scouts, they received the visit request because of their 
successful selection to represent Harlow and Essex in the 
UK contingent at the World Scout Jamboree 2019 in West 
Virginia, USA. The World Scout Jamboree (WSJ) is a 
gathering of Scouts and Guides from all over the planet for 
an exciting programme of global development, peace, 
cultural understanding, adventure, friendship and fun. 

The scouts were met by Mr Halfon’s apprentice and were 
taken on a tour to learn about the business and traditions of 
the House of Commons and House of Lords, the day to day 
workings of the UK Parliament as well as the history of the 
almost 1000 years old Palace of Westminster. They also 
walked through the hall where Sir Thomas More, Lord 
Chancellor of 

England and speaker of the House of Commons 
at the time, was condemned to death on 1

st
 July 

1535.  

As well as visiting Parliament, Logan and 
Charlotte have been involved with fundraising 
events such as quiz nights, raffles, car parking, 
sausage sizzles and clothing collections. They will 
both be abseiling from the Church Langley Water 
Tower in May. If you would like to support the 
team’s fundraising efforts, make an online 
donation to https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/
harlowWSJ2019 

Inspiration and Individuality 

 
This Lent the school has been 

observing the Lenten duties of 

prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  

Inspired by the Stations of the 

Cross, our lunchtime Lent Devotions have taken place weekly 

in the Chapel and activity sessions have been organised by 

staff to reinforce their understanding of Lent.( see photo-

graph)   Many pupils have taken part in “Lentwatchers”, which 

sets a range of challenges relating to the themes of “Pray, 

Fast, Give”  which they must undertake through the six weeks 

of the      season, and which culminates in an Easter Egg 

Hunt.  Our poverty lunch, raising funds for CAFOD, was well supported with pupils swapping their usual 

fare for soup and bread.  This week our Services of  Reconciliation took place. Presented by pupils, they 

were thoughtful and spiritual, and we are grateful to Father Bernard for leading the services, and being 

available to hear confessions afterwards. We also thank Deacon Duncan for supporting Father Bernard. 

Stained glass window activity 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.virginmoneygiving.com%2Ffund%2FharlowWSJ2019&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9da6809469e84d8aeb8b08d573c9f652%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636542233612839076&sdata=fLDLFGEruDO%2BzhOSMhbHm2
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.virginmoneygiving.com%2Ffund%2FharlowWSJ2019&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9da6809469e84d8aeb8b08d573c9f652%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636542233612839076&sdata=fLDLFGEruDO%2BzhOSMhbHm2


 

Careers 
The Year 9 Careers Carousel ran from Thursday 7th December through to  

Friday 2nd March and we were delighted with the interest expressed this year 

by the pupils. The school owes great thanks to the professional presenters;  

Philip Waterfield, Surveyor, Strettons  

Jeff Welsh, STEM Ambassador, Ford Motor Company Ltd 

Dawn Cately, Education Engagement Officer, Active Essex 

Dr Preethi Gopinath, Consultant Histopathologist, Princess Alexandra Hospital 

Cara Sheridan, Solicitor, Barnes and Partners  

Madison Eisenstadt, Project Manager; Inspiring Hospitality Careers  

Kelly Llewellyn, Production Controller, Hachette Children's Books 

Sarah Ward, Group Business Development Manager,  

The Manor of Groves Hotel 

Nicky Purse, Store Manager /Area Support Manager, Clarks 

Alan Dawson, Systems Engineer and STEM Ambassador  

Matthew Farrington, Branch Manager & Brandon O'Sullivan,  

Sales Negotiator, Intercounty Estate Agents  

Christopher Tuckett, Falls Prevention Practitioner & David Page,  

Physiotherapist & Dementia Support Practitioner,  

Princess Alexandra Hospital  

P.C Rob Hance, Local Policing Team, Essex Police 

Miss Crawley Teacher & HOY 9, St Mark’s 

Simon Dewhurst Accountant & Kitty Travell Trainee Tax Advisor, Price Bailey  

LLP - Michael Casey, Journalist, Your Harlow 

Ian Barral, IT Security, Raytheon UK 

Monday 5
th

 March to Friday 
9

th
 of March was National 

Careers Week.  

 
To compliment activities that 
took place within the school, 
the Careers Centre staged 
Mini Careers Fairs in the 
School Library, during lunch 
times. Visitors to the school 
included F2 Academy  
Hertfordshire, Princess  
Alexandra Hospital,  
Chelmsford Army Career 
Centre, Price Bailey  
Accountants, the National 
Apprenticeship Service and 
Edge Hotel School, Inspiring 
Hospitality Careers. The   
professional people, kindly 
donated their time to enable 
pupils to come along for an 
informal chat and to take 
away information.  

Careers News in Brief 

 

Vison Path 

Monday 19
th

 March - The Year 12 pupils were offered the opportunity to 
meet with Price Bailey, via the ongoing work with Vision Path, for interviews. All 
involved found the experience very valuable. 

20 pupils met with Paul Bartlett - Senior Manager, Aimee Clark - Assistant  
Manager, India Payne – Supervisor, Dan Huggett – Assistant Accountant and 
Chloe Foreman – Assistant Accountant, for half hour sessions. 

Next Steps 



 Football  

St Mark’s v Stewards 
Year 9 won 4-0                 
Player of the Match- Tommy Wilson 

 

Netball v Burnt Mill 

Year 8 won 7-4  

Player of the Match- Rosie Dollard  

Year 9  won 18-7  

Player of the Match- Lauren De Souza and  

Niamh Peake  

Confidence 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 
Learning Support Assistant 

LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANT (Term time only) 

Current Salary £11,048 – £11,705 including outer fringe 

 8.40am – 3.30pm; Monday to Friday (fixed term for one year)

============================================================ 

Visit our website for full job descriptions and application forms or alternatively call 01279 421267. 

St Mark’s Pupils Become European Boxing Champions 

Two Year 9 pupils from St Mark’s have become European Boxing Champions, having   

competed in the championships in Sweden.   

13 year old Jade Huggins overcame her French competitor in the Final to take the title in 

the 41kg division.  Ronnie Nickolds, 13 years, had to beat two Swedish boxers to lift the 

trophy in the 57kg division.  Both pupils train at Hoddesdon Boxing Club. 

St Mark’s is very proud of them. We are delighted that all their training, hard work and    

determination, has help them to reach the top of their sport.  Both pupils also contribute a 

great deal to sports in school and represent St Mark’s in a number of teams. 

St Mark’s Pupil Wins “National Pride of Table Tennis” Award 

The school was delighted and proud to learn that Year 10 pupil Declan Garner, received 
the Young Volunteer of the Year 2017 Award at the National Pride of Table Tennis      
ceremony held recently, in London.  A member of the BATTS table tennis club in Harlow, 
Declan was nominated because of the time and hard work he gives, after school,  to 
coach young players,  and also for setting up the sessions and helping the full time 
coaches with many aspects of running the club.  A well-deserved award for Declan who 
said, “ I feel very proud and happy that my support for the club and its community has 
been recognised in this way and I am really grateful to BATTS club for nominating me.”  

West Essex District 7-a-side  
Rugby Tournament 
Year 7 played Epping St John A and B, 

Davenant A and B, and Ongar A and B 

The boys won all their matches by at least 4 tries 
and only concede 1 all afternoon.  

Top try scorer Abdul Malik Akewushola, Player of 
the Tournament Kai Young. 

Other team members were Abdul Kazeem,      
Michael and Raphael Oppong, Danny Billington 
and Kobe Roget  

Champions! 

Congratulations to our Year 7 boys Rugby team who were very  
successful this term and brought the trophy home to add to the ever 
expanding trophy collection for St Mark’s. 
 
Very well done to the players and teachers for their latest win.  
 

WESSA District 7s Tournament Winners 


