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ST MARK’S NEWS 

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Welcome to our newly designed Newsletter. I hope that you enjoy 

reading about the wonderful events, opportunities and       

achievements of our pupils and staff over the last month. 

I would like to recognise the amount of work and organisation that 

has been put into two emotional leavers’ services this week, in 

particular, I would like to thank Mr Kerins (Head of Year 11) and 

Mr Connolly (Head of Year 13). Both services have been           

designed to be a true celebration of all the work, support and    

opportunities provided by the partnership of pupil, staff and      

parents. I am very impressed and proud of the way that our pupils 

have worked hard and conducted themselves as St Mark’s pupils; 

they each deserve the very best possible outcomes and results.  

At this time I would like to thank all of our fantastic staff who have 

gone above and beyond to ensure that our examination pupils 

have the best possible chance of achieving their aspirational     

targets. As a school we are pleased by the number of pupils who 

have availed themselves of the extra sessions during the Easter 

holidays, Saturdays, lunchtimes and after school. Often the ‘press’ 

talk about young people not caring and lacking motivation,        

however, this is not the case with St Mark’s pupils. It is a pleasure 

to see so many of our young people keen, eager and  motivated 

to come to school to learn (and not just Monday to Friday!). I hope 

you will keep all our examination pupils in your prayers during this 

time.  

I wish all our pupils, staff and parents a restful, happy 

and safe half term break. 

 



 

Jack Petchey 
Congratulations to Nathaniel Frobour 11 Bede, 

Summer Lopez 8 Newman, Estelle Owusu 9 Hume, 

Laetitia Wolff 11 Hume who received awards within 

the last few months.   

Nathaniel was awarded for his hard work and      

determination to overcome obstacles in learning 

and for making good progress, as well as being           

kind-hearted and a good friend. 

Summer for her many valued contributions to 

school life such as School Council and Gospel 

Choir; her excellent attitude to her studies and her 

support of her peers. 

Laetitia for her valued contributions she has made 

through her music, to school services, events and              

performances; her conscientious approach to her 

studies and her kindness to her peers  

Estelle for the valued contributions she has made to 

the spiritual life of the school as a member of the 

Liturgy Group.  She has readily given her time,    

enthusiasm and talents to help plan and lead       

services, raise funds for charity and to keep this vital 

aspect of our school life prominent with her peers  

General Election 2017 Survey for 

Young People 

We are giving our pupils a chance to have 

their say on the issues in the General     

Election, with a special online survey for 

those aged 11 to 

17. The Jack Pet-

chey Foundation 

has provided the    

survey and prizes. 

It only takes 2 minutes to fill in and asks 

them a few questions about the election and 

whether they think the voting age should be 

lowered to 16.  

As an incentive anyone who takes part will 

be put into a draw to win an iPad Mini2!    

They can take part by going to: https://

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y8QGGBW.  

Just like the General Election, the deadline is 

10pm on Thursday 8th June. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y8QGGBW
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y8QGGBW


 Careers 
St Mark's West Essex Catholic School were pleased to be able to 

assist our Year 9’s with a very special insight into the personal   

career journeys of several professionals throughout this years’   

Careers Carousel.   

We would like to express our thanks to the professional people who  

contributed their invaluable time, knowledge and experience to our 

2017 Careers Carousel; 

HAIRDRESSING Helen Harmer, Assistant Manager, Harlow College  
Hairdressing Academy  
AUDIO VISUAL ENGINEERING David Lynch, Audio-Visual           
Technician, Owner, Peregrine Falcon Music, Scripts and Films , 
JOURNALISM  T Manzaroli, St Mark’s School Teacher and previous  
journalist 
CONSTRUCTION Paul Miller, Non-Executive CEO, Superior Roofing &  
Building Services Ltd,  
CHILDCARE Karen Thomas, Manager, Akhter Early Learning     
Centre,  
CHEMISTRY John Harrison Chemist and Daisy Tyerman      
Manufacturing Apprentice, GSK,  
ANIMAL CARE Kersty Ellis, Animal Studies Manager, Writtle College,  
MEDICINE Deborah Cubitt, Non-Medical Clinical Tutor, Pupil and Prac-
tice Education Facilitator,  Princess Alexandra Hospital NHS Trust,  
SPORT Andy Peasey, Managing Director & Danny Ireland, St Mark’s 
pupil and employee, Ruggerbugs ,  
VOLUNTARY SECTOR  Maggie Gilchrist, Volunteer Centre              
Co-ordinator, Voluntary Action Epping Forest,  
MOTOR VEHICLES Jeff Welsh, Automotive Engineer, Ford Motor    
Company,  
ACCOUNTANCY Simon Dewhurst, Accountant & Kitty Travell, 
Trainee Tax Advisor, Price Bailey ,  
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY Ian Barral, Programme Manager,    
Raytheon UK  
LOCAL AUTHORITY Alan Webb, Youth Council Support Worker, 
Harlow Council,  
LAW Cara Sheridan, Solicitor, Barnes and Partners ,  
ENGINEERING Alan Dawson, STEM Ambassador ,  
POLICE P.C. Hance, Police Officer, Essex Police, Local Policing 
Team, Harlow Central,  
HOUSING MAINTENANCE Steve Ward, Operations Director, HTS 
Property and Environment Ltd ,  
PROPERTY Ricci Moseley, Lettings Manager & Lois Martinelli, 
Sales Negotiator , Intercountry Estate Agents,  

Year 10 Work Experience  
update; Most pupils have 
now been placed and The 
Careers Centre is working 
with the few who are still to 
source a placement. Essex 
County Council Youth Ser-
vice are currently carrying out 
Health and Safety checks on 
all of the organisations and 
companies that have        
kindly offered work             
experience to our pupils.   
Letters to parents regarding 
the next steps will be sent 
next week.  

Year 12 Pupils with an      
interest in medicine; The 
Princess Alexandra Hospital is 
staging an interactive Health 
Conference entitled 'The    
Accident'. Please see Mrs 
Moon for details and to book 
in. 

Networking event; The next 
networking meeting is to be 
held on Friday 9th June      
between 14.30 and 16.00. This 
event is becoming ever more 
popular and we would like to 
encourage any parent who 
wishes to represent their   
company/organisation to     
attend. Please email          

 careers@st-marks.essex.sch.uk 

to register your interest no  
later than Friday 2nd of June . 

Careers News in Brief 



HIGH ACHIEVERS 

  

High Achievers 

58 Year 5 and Year 6 children from various local primary schools attended our PE themed High 
Achievers’ Evening at St Mark’s this month.  

The High Achievers got to experience the chance to beat some of Team GB's Olympic Gold winning 
medallists from Rio 2016 in an event named 'Beat The Athlete'.  

Pupils took part in 6 events in which Team GB stars had completed themselves at the age of 11. The 
High Achievers had to complete the full set of 
events and see how many different GB medallists 
they could in-turn 'beat'! 

We had a superb set of pupils with every single 
High Achiever beating more than 2 GB  
Athletes, notably however more than 10 children 
beat all 6 athletes, which is a first for any budding 
pupils of St Mark's. 

A huge thanks to the 6 budding Year 8 sports 
stars who assisted the PE Department in  
co-ordinating the evening; Louis Thompson, 
Lauryn De Souza, Ronnie Nickolds, Aaliyah  
Wilkinson , Riley Hazell and Hikmat Kazeem, who 
are all pictured underneath the Brazil flags. 

CATHOLIC CITIZENSHIP AWARD 

Congratulations to Niam Ramphal and Emmanuel  

Omotoyo, Year 8 pupils,  who received the Catholic    
Citizenship Award for the following reasons: 

 Outstanding contribution to the safety of another pupil 

 Outstanding care and consideration towards another  
pupil 



BATTLEFIELDS 

 In April, we travelled to 
France and Belgium, as a 
part of our history trip - to 
well and truly understand the consequences of the First 
World War. To show us the traumatic events that took 
place right in front of our very eyes, like no figure or statistic 
ever could. We spent four days there. My favourite day was 
the second day (Tuesday) where we visited the trenches in 
a place called Sanctuary Wood. It was an overwhelming, 
emotional, and very moving experience. It was so           
surprising to see how much military equipment was found 
within the wood. Later on we went to the Menin Gate, 
where a ceremony takes place every evening. Luckily 
enough for us, it was Anzac Day (the remembrance day for 
Australia and New Zealand) so the ceremony was even 
more special.  

Overall, the trip was very touching and made us realise 
how important the First World War was, where many       
innocent lives were taken from us. I'd definitely recommend 
the trip to the current Year 9's, taking GCSE History next 
year. 

By Holly Donoghue and Isabel Thornett 



 HISTORY  
GENIUS OF THE 
MONTH! 

KS3:   

Bonnie Nichol (9N)  
Excellent organisation 
and dedication to her 
Holocaust project. 

KS4:   

Bianca Ichimas (10F)  

Consistently showing 

fantastic dedication to 

the subject. 

 

Pupils Raise Money For Neuro Centre 

Members of the Friends of Sawbridgeworth Neuro  

Centres were presented with a cheque for £1,210 by our School  
Council Reps for Years 9 &10—Dillon Osei and Sophie Noble  
resulting from the Charity Weeks and Non-Uniform Day last 
term.  Thank you to all who supported the fundraising.  

YEAR 7 TAKE ON SHAKESPEARE 

After studying one of  Shakespeare`s 
funniest and most romantic          
comedies, 7 Fisher, with guidance 
from Miss Incedal and Ms Murray, 
planned and performed their versions 
for a  massive audience. They 
adapted the Elizabethan comedy and     
added their own modern touch! 
Some, however, kept some of 
Shakespeare`s famous phrases like, 
`the course of true love never did run 
smooth`- 7 Fisher enjoyed every   
minute of this magical production, 
putting all their  creative ideas into 
their work and most importantly 
working so beautifully together as a 
group!  

Well done 7 Fisher you were amazing.` Miss Incedal  



The pupils of  

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School  

present a fundraising event 

Tuesday 11th July  & 

Wednesday 12th July 2017 

at 7pm in the main school hall 

Tickets: £ 5 adults    

£ 3 concessions (oaps & under 16) 

Tripton Road, Harlow CM18 6AA tel: 01279 421267 



POLLING STATION  

St Mark’s is being used 

as the polling station 

for local and general  

elections on Thursday 

8 June 2017.   

The school will be open 

for all pupils on these 

dates. The front  

playground and the  

Drama Studio will be 

out of action on these 

days in order to       

accommodate voters. 

MONDAY 29 MAY—FRIDAY 2 JUNE 2017—HALF TERM 
Monday 12 June 2017 - Friday 16 June 2017  
Year 9 Core Exams and Years 7 and 8 Internal Summer Exams 
Tuesday 20 June 9.30 - 12.30pm - Deanery Catholic Schools Mass at 
Holy Cross Church  
Monday 26 June - Year 10 Internal Summer Exams begin 
Tuesday 27 June -Year 5 & 6 High Achievers’ Evening 3.45pm—
5.45pm 
Friday 30 June - Sports Day 
 

Year 10 Football 

Team  

Champions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8  Netball  

Team 

 Champions 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Netball  

Team 

  Champions 

 

Sainsbury 
Vouchers 

If you have any 
Sainsbury Active 
Kids Vouchers 
you could donate 
to the school, 
please can you  
put them in the 
drop box in       
Reception.  

Many thanks 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
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