
Jack Petchey Awards 
Congratulations to Alfie Dollard 10 Fisher, our Jack Petchey Award winner 

for January.   

Alfie was nominated for his excellent IT skills which he frequently puts to 

good use in supporting school events, assemblies and presentations. 

Alfie will use his award towards resources for the Drama Department.  Well 

done on your achievement, Alfie! 
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Year 9 Options Choices 
Options evening for Year 9 took place last evening. Option choices will need to be selected by Friday 3rd March.  To 
aid you in your decision making, here are just three of the ways that the school can help, with the choosing of GCSE 
Options; 
1. Careers Carousel; every Monday, Thursday and Friday in the school library during morning registration. 
Find out which career is being represented, on which day, by looking at the weekly issued posters. You can 
attend any, or even all, of the Careers Carousel sessions. There are a large number of professional 
representatives, sharing their working life stories, who are happy to answer questions. 
2. Access the careers programme that the school provides by going online to www.fasttomato.com, where 
you can take a short survey that will lead you to career suggestions and progression routes. 
3. Come into the Careers Centre, during drop in sessions any break or lunchtime, to speak to either Mrs 
Moon or Mr Rowland about your interests or for information. 

Be the change: unite for a better internet 
Safer Internet Day 2017 was celebrated globally on Tuesday 7th February with the theme 'Be the change: unite for a 
better internet'.  

Key tips for young people and parents from the UK Safer Internet Centre 
How can young people ‘Be the Change’? 

 Be kind: use images and videos to make a positive impact, and think carefully about the impact on others 

before you share something online. 

 Be a critical thinker: seeing is not believing… when you see something online take a moment to see the full 

picture. 

 Be you: technology provides a powerful way to express yourself. Think about what your images and videos say 

about you, are you happy with the story you are telling?  Don’t be pressured into doing something online you 
don’t feel comfortable with. 

 Be a digital citizen: report anything you see online, including images and videos, which are offensive, upsetting 

or inappropriate. Speak to a trusted adult if something worries you. 

 Be a good friend: look out for your friends online and make sure you are only posting images and videos that 

they would want to go online. 

 Be the change: use the positive power of images and videos to help create a better internet. 

How can parents and carers ‘Be the Change’? 

 Be engaged: talk regularly with your children about how they use technology, and find out what their 

digital life is like, including how they communicate using images and videos. Perhaps you can start off by 
discussing your favourite emojis?  

 Be curious: technology continually changes, and while you don’t need to be a tech expert, you do need to be 

curious about the apps and services your children use, how they are used and what safety tools they have 
available. 

 Be there: the most important thing is to ensure that you are there if something goes wrong. Your child might be 

very embarrassed to discuss the issue they are facing so reassure them that they can turn to you no matter 
what. 

Have a safe, restful and happy half term holiday. 

http://www.fasttomato.com


 Ash Wednesday Service 1 March 

To mark the beginning of the Lenten Season, there will be a service for Distribution of the Ashes on 

Wednesday 1 March at 3pm.  

We know that many families like to attend their local parish together in the evening so attendance at 

the school service will be voluntary.   

As Ash Wednesday is a day of fast & abstinence, no meat will be served in the school cafeteria on that day. 

Sixth Form visit Bayfordbury Observatory 

The sixth form Chemistry and Physics pupils visited the 
Observatory at the University of Hertfordshire on a slightly cloudy 
evening.   

We were entertained by an interesting talk about the origin of the 
universe, followed by a visit to the Planetarium where we narrowly 
missed extermination by a simulated meteor.  

Unfortunately, we 
were unable to 
see the telescopes 
in action due to 
the weather, but 

were able to see some photos taken 
during times of clearer skies and to 
get up close to the instruments.  The 
trip was funded by a Jack Petchey 
award which Ben Ennifer (Year 13) 
generously donated to the Science 
Department.  

Careers 

Year 10 are now returning their ‘Own Find’ work experience forms. The half term break provides an excellent       
opportunity to research and gain a work experience placement. Information on work experience, for parents 

and careers, will be covered in a letter to be sent out this week. Please be reminded that the 

absolute deadline, due to tight restrictions on processing, is 3rd March 2017.    

The Careers Carousel for Year 9 has been very popular and continues after half term, with 
visits from the local Policing Team, Sports, the Voluntary Sector, Accountancy, Housing 
Maintenance and more.  

If any Year 11 pupil would like their feedback from their Interviewer on Interview Day, for use in their CV or future 
applications for jobs, please call into the Careers Centre to complete a green form. 

Year 11 Poetry Live Event—Cambridge 
 
Some of our GCSE pupils attended the Poetry Live 

Event in Cambridge on Wednesday 8th February. 

It was a fantastic opportunity for the pupils to hear 

from the very poets they have been studying. It was 

great to see them so engaged in the poems being 

read, even getting to ask a question! 

The event was attended by such poets as Simon 

Armitage, John Agard, and current Poet Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy.   A particularly poignant comment was made by 

Armitage when he compared poetry to magic eye pictures: "If you stare at it long enough, something else begins to 

come into focus.”  When asked, John Agard said that fairy tales were his first inspiration, along with science in 

school, and the "nonsense tradition". 

Pupils also had an opportunity to hear from a Head Examiner talking about hints and tips on the Unseen Poetry 
section.  Overall, it was a great day and hopefully the pupils will see the benefit of the trip when it comes to their 
poetry exam!     



Year 7 join the world’s largest choir 
Year 7 pupils from St Mark’s travelled to the O2 Arena this week to be part of the world’s largest  children’s choir at 
the Young Voices event.  Having learnt the repertoire of songs during the past few months, they joined over 4000 
other pupils from across the UK to sing their hearts out. Young Voices combines the power of singing together as 
one, with accompaniment from a wide range of musicians and artists, to create an amazing performance. Some of 
the professional performers joining in 
on the day were World Champions 
the Beat Box Collective and Urban 
Strides dance troupe. 
Deborah Sarfo Anin, 7 Bede,       
reports: “It was a lively, interesting 
day.  The band, the dancers, and the 
beat boxers were really good.  The 
whole experience made me feel 
alive.  It felt like being part of a vocal 
orchestra.”   
Mary Gibson and Michaela Bazaya 7 
More report: “The guest stars were 

great. It was fun and energetic.    From taking part we’ve learnt that  if you put in the time to rehearse you can 
achieve your goals.”  

. Musical Theatre Ensemble   

Every Tuesday at 1.30pm in the Drama Studio 

We are starting to prepare for the Summer  
musical and are looking for actors,  

performers and singers 

PLEASE COME ALONG!!! HAVE SOME FUN!!! 

Beth has been selected for a second time to represent Team GB at the Catholic 
school games in Italy in the summer! This is an amazing achievement!  Massive 
congratulations! 
 
Beth won silver in high jump at the Essex County Championships at Lea Valley 
jumping 1.60m, narrowly missing 1.65m.  She was also meant to be doing long 
jump but they had a power cut so it was abandoned!!  
Tino Gavazah also threw shot put and relished the opportunity to compete at a 
county competition!  Well done to both Beth and Tino. 
 
Beth also jumped at the London Games recently and came an impressive third.  
She has only one indoor competition this season in Sheffield on the 10/11th 
March where she is competing in the pentathlon. 
Good luck from everyone at St Mark’s Beth! 

SAINSBURY SCHOOL VOUCHERS   

Sainsbury's have begun this year’s ‘Active 

Kids’ voucher scheme.  We would be very 

grateful if parents, carers, friends and family 

could donate their vouchers to our school.  

Vouchers can be posted in the collection box 

at reception. 

CHARITY NON-UNIFORM DAY 
Pupils and staff took part in Non Uniform Day today.  All funds raised 
will be used to support the work of a local charity: the Friends of 
Jacobs and Gardens Neuro Centres in High Wych.  These centres 
care for people of all ages who have complex brain injuries as a 
result of illness, strokes, road traffic accidents etc.   
Thank you to all who took part. 



Dates for your Diary 
 
HALF TERM - MONDAY 13 FEBRUARY TO FRIDAY 17 FEBRUARY  
Year 10 & 11 Geography Trip to Barcelona—Friday 24 February  
Year 8 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday 8 March - 5pm—7pm 
Prospective Year 7 afternoon tea - Tuesday 14 March - 5pm—7pm 
Year 5 & 6 High Achievers Evening—Tuesday 21 March - 3.45pm—5.45pm 
Lent Services of Reconciliation—Tuesday 28 March  
End of Term—Friday 31 March Finish at 12.30pm 
 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 
Exam Invigilators 

Required for:  Summer (May and June 2017)  
and subsequent Exam series 

Sessions: 8.30am – 12.30pm and / or 12.30pm – 4.30pm 
Session rate: £32.80 (£8.20 per hour) 

We are seeking to appoint additional Invigilators to supervise pupils taking public examinations.   

Full training will be given. 
============================================================ 

Senior Midday Assistant 

Hours between 1.30pm - 2.30pm 
Monday to Friday  

Rate of pay: £8.58 per hour including fringe allowance 
We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people.   

Appointments are subject to satisfactory medical and enhanced CRB clearance and references. 
Visit our website for full job descriptions and application forms or alternatively call 01279 421267. 

Success all round for the PE Department  

Quarter Final of Essex Cup 

The u16 netball team played their Essex cup quarter final 
against Woodlands School, in Basildon.  They started off 

well and went up by 7 goals in the first quarter with some excellent shooting from Olivia 
Burn and Hannah Bishop; and intercepts coming from all areas of the court.   

In the second quarter Woodlands brought on a 6ft goal shooter but Tope Rajitola got some great tips and 
worked hard to make sure she couldn't use her height advantage.  Going into the last quarter it was still 
all to play for with only 6 goals in it.  The girls turned up the pressure and came away 40-30 winners with 
Olivia Wiley being named as player of the match.   

We will now face King John in the semi final who are favourites to win.  This is a massive achievement for 
the team as only 1 pupil on the team is in year11.  

Well done girls!  I'm very proud of you.  
Mrs Larke—PE Department 

DISTRICT CHAMPIONS! 

Senior girls were crowned District Champions last night in the 
WESSA Football Tournament.  All girls put 
in amazing performances.  

Well done to Alisha Francombe and Issy 
Tuck for stepping up to the challenge.  

Miss E. Webster & Mr R Flowers - PE 

Department  

 
Please remember to report  your child’s absence BEFORE 9am 

either by using the ParentMail app from your smart device or 

by telephoning the school on 01279 421267. 


