
Danny Green visit 

A former St Mark’s pupil and 
current professional 
footballer, Danny Green, 
presented an inspirational 
assembly to our KS4 cohort 
as well as those in KS3 who 
are teamed with clubs such 
as Tottenham and Arsenal. 
The focus of this assembly 
was to reinforce with pupils 
the need to work hard in 
order to achieve your goals. 
Danny very much captured 
this in his honest speech 

about his own personal journey. He discussed at length the highs and lows of making it professional and 
stressed the importance of perseverance – especially in the run up to the forthcoming exams. 
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It is always a pleasure to see our pupils having fun and learning.  In the last few weeks St Mark’s pupils 
have taken part in a number of activities that take place not only inside the classroom but also outside of 
it, for example, World Book Day, careers talks, sporting fixtures, ‘Lent Challenges’, ‘Speak Out’ 
Challenge, trips and visits in England and abroad, the list could go on and on.  On Wednesday the next 
group of pupils (Year 6) to join our community were told of their placement at St Mark’s.  
We welcome each of them and look forward to seeing them on 14th March for 
afternoon tea.    Elaine Heaphy - Headteacher 

World Book Day at St Mark’s 

 
To 
celebrate 
World 
Book Day, 
2 March, 
staff at St 
Mark’s 
came into 
school 
dressed as 
various 
characters 
from 
Literature. 
Pupils took 
part in a competition, organised by Ms Lewis, KS3 Coordinator for the English Department, to name the 
character, book/play and author. 
An additional competition invited pupils to create a book title and opening paragraph of 500 words,  
inspired by one of the images provided which were related to a range of genres.  The winning entry will 
receive a Kindle with vouchers for the runners-up.   
Ms Lewis said, “The day has been a great success and one which pupils have thoroughly enjoyed, 
especially seeing the staff in a different light in their costumes.  Thank you to all those who put in the 
effort to make it such a challenge for pupils.” 



UKMT JUNIOR MATHEMATICAL CHALLENGE 

On Thursday 2nd February 
2017, high achieving pupils 
from Years 9 to 11 
participated in the 
Intermediate Maths 
Challenge, organised by the 
United Kingdom 
Mathematics Trust.   
Pupils were given 1hr to attempt up to 25 problems, with no equipment other than pencil and paper. 
An example of a question from this year’s challenge is shown above.  
Congratulations go to the following pupils who have achieved a certificate: 
Year 9 
Isaac He (Best in Year & Silver Award) 
Mark Abdelmalek (Silver Award) 
Temitayo Rajitola, Sean Cooper, Rianna Collins, Daniel Eby Thomas, Maria Stedman (Bronze Award) 
Year 10 
Dorothy Nguyen (Best in Year & Silver Award) 
Jordan Washington, Lucy Rowe, Abigail Dossetter (Silver Award) 
Charlotte Brough, Abeyshaykaa Balandra, Bianca Ichimas, Timothy Watson, Stanislaw Szandala, 
Cameron Liddell, Jennifer Saikumar, Raymond Chung, John Hoang, Kate Puklo, Adelle Benfield, Maria 
Dumitriu (Bronze Award) 
Year 11 
Jack Piggott (Best in School & Gold Award) 
Erin Reilly, Michelle Colantoni, Sneha Sunil (Silver Award) 
Girish Sapkota, Zuzanna Iwanczyk, Henry Kwok, Iva Thomas, Elena Gondova, Temisan Ukuti, George 
Obolo, Arushi Shukla, Lleyton Humphrey, Nana Thomas, Charmaine Kangwende, Muhammad Ahmad 
(Bronze Award) 
A special mention goes to Jack Piggott who performed so highly that he has been selected to take part in 
the ‘Kangaroo’ round which involves competing against pupils from other countries.  Well done, Jack and 
good luck!                                                                                 Mrs S.Miziolek (Mathematics Department) 
 

Answer: B 

Ash Wednesday 

Pupils attended the Distribution of  
Ashes Service this Wednesday  
afternoon, to mark the beginning 
of the Lenten season.   

There was a very prayerful and  
reflective atmosphere during the  
Service, with readers from the Pupil Liturgy Group -  
Shruthi Thomas, Sophie Noble, Iscah McSpencer,  
Rilee Godfrey, Kenzie Richardson, Harmony 
Ogbonze and Honey Yakubb – making a valued 
contribution to the Liturgy. 

Year 8 Class Liturgies 

We are looking forward to Year 8’s Class Liturgies, which 
they have been planning over the past couple of weeks.  
They take place as follows: 
Tuesday 7 March:   
10.10 - 8 Hume and 11.30 - 8 Fisher 
Wednesday 8 March: 
11.30 - 8 Bede and 12.30 - 8 More 
Thursday 9 March:  
9.10 - 8 Elgar   
Wednesday 15 March:  
12.30  8 Newman.   
To help with logistics, any Year 8  parents who wish to  
attend but haven’t yet returned their reply slip, are asked to 
do so by Monday 6 March. 

Thank You 9 More 

Thanks go to 9 More, and Miss Conway, who presented an 

informative and inspiring assembly about  Lent this week.  

They certainly helped Years 8 & 9 to reflect on how they can 

address  the Lent observances of prayer, fasting and  

almsgiving over the next  5 weeks. 



Pupils are invited to join our sponsored Readathon, to support teenagers and 
Children with Cancer. 
Please pick up a form in the library or the English Department then get as many 
people to sponsor you as possible. 
When you have finished reading your books, collect your sponsorship money 
and hand it in to Mrs Thompson, Librarian. 
The Sponsored Readathon starts on 6 March and ends on 18 April.  Good luck! 

HISTORY GENIUS OF THE WEEK! 
KS4 - Muskan Sharma - significant improvement during recent assessments 
KS3 - Sophie Noble - using feedback effectively to significantly improve her work.  
KS4: Kira Gallagher - showing fantastic commitment to history in lessons and  through extra curricular 
work.  
KS3: Tia Kelchure - showing fantastic commitment to history in lessons and through extra curricular work. 

BARCELONA 
On Thursday 24th February, Day 1, 41 pupils and 4 staff set off for 
Barcelona to look at the physical and human geography in a 
foreign country. Yawning, after an early start of 4:50am, the pupils 
boarded the plane and were soon cruising high above the clouds. 
We arrived at Barcelona airport, much to our horror, greeted by 
rain. Luckily this weather was only forecast for one day and was to 
become sunny and hot as the trip went on. Pupils spent the day 
wandering around the Camp Nou (Barcelona FC’s massive 
stadium). They then took full advantage of the comfy seating in the 
gift shop. We arrived at the hotel, tired and in need of a good 
night’s sleep to prepare us for the following day.  
Day 2 saw us travel to Garrotxa natural park to investigate 
past volcanic activity. We scaled the first volcano, Cruscat and 
descended into its depths to look for scoria and lapilli. The afternoon 
was spent looking at lava deposits and investigating the geological 
history of the area. The year 11’s even had time to pose for a photo. 
Day 3 involved a trip into the mountains to begin a river study. 
The river in question, the Todera, changes from source to mouth, 
something the pupils were to observe and record through fieldwork. 
The water was freezing, but almost everyone took a turn to enter it, 
some more than others…Esra. We then tracked the river 
downstream until it eventually entered the Mediterranean Sea. 
Day 4 started with us bidding goodbye to the Callela Palace 
Hotel and travelling into Barcelona City centre. We walked up the 
famous Las Ramblas and looked at the architecture of the city, 
made famous by Gaudi. We took part in a little shopping and 
eventually ended up at Port Vell for an extended lunch and shopping 
trip. The pupils took their last chance to soak up the Spanish sun 
before we departed for the airport and home. With some last minute 
excitement…. Eddie I’m looking your way now…. we eventually 
made it back, bursting with new geographical knowledge and 
delighted that everyone enjoyed a successful venture. 

 



Dates for your Diary 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday 8 March - 5pm-7pm 
Prospective Year 7 afternoon tea - Tuesday 14 March - 5pm-7pm 
Year 5 & 6 High Achievers Evening-Tuesday 21 March - 3.45pm-5.45pm 
Lent Services of Reconciliation-Tuesday 28 March  
End of Term-Friday 31 March Finish at 12.30pm 

Success all round for the PE 
Department  
Boys football against Passmores 
Year 9 lost 0-4 mvp Leslie Oheneba 
Year 10 won 2-0 mvp Jamie Wilson 
Year 11 won 6-0 mvp Kian Ronan 
 
Year 7 boys rugby tournament results 
This tournament was the first round of the 
national competition. 
The A team won 3 games out of 3 playing 
brilliantly. 
Player of the tournament was Kai Hayles-
Whitfield who started in the B team and finished in the 
A team.  
The boys now go on to the Essex round of 
the competition at Thurrock on March 22nd. 
 
PE Department  

The Karate Kid! 
 

Congratulations to  
Summer Lopez who 
recently achieved 
her black belt in 
karate.  Summer 
was voted “karate 
pupil of the year”.  
 
Well done on this 
fantastic 
achievement.  
Miss Webster 
PE Department 

Football 
Development 
Isabella Tuck in 7E has 
been training with 

Arsenal since January.  

She has now been 
invited to train with the 
Arsenal Girls 
Development 

Academy.  

Well done Issy.  

Miss Webster 
PE Department 

Year 7 Harlow schools tournament 
A Team Drew 2 lost 2 MVP Ross Cargill 
B Team Drew 1 lost 3 MVP Emmanuel Frimpong 
Year 11 v St Nicholas won 2-0 MVP George 
Jones and Joe Pullen 
Girls netball 
Year 7 v Passmores lost 6-25 player of the match  
Ellisa Appleton 
Year 8 v St Nicholas won 21-11 player of the 
match  
Hikmat Kazeem 
Year 9 v St Nicholas won 25-1 player of the match  
Estelle Owusu 
Seniors v Passmores won 41-22 player of the 
match  
Tegan Lintonbon-Baker 
Year 8 v Passmores won 25-7 player of the match  
Hikmat Kazeem 
Year 9 v Passmores won 24-6 player of the match  
Rebekah Wadhwani 

CAREERS CENTRE NEWS 

Work Experience Update 
All ‘Own Find’ forms are due to be handed in no later than 3rd March 2017. All 
pupils are welcome to come into the Careers Centre to discuss their 
placement.  
Networking Meeting 
24th February was very successful, with many new contributors coming along, we were especially 
delighted to have Mrs Hicks, the Chair of Governors, attend. The next Networking Meeting is 
scheduled for 9th June, 2.30 - 4pm. We would like to extend an invitation to any parents/carers 
who are interested in becoming involved in Careers Events. 
Fast Tomato 
We hope that this careers focused web programme has been helping our Year 9's, along with all of 
the presenters that we've had in for the Careers Carousel, to decide what Options to take. We also 
hope that all Year 8's have now set up an account to begin exploring their ideas for the 
future.   www.fasttomato.com.                                                                 Mrs Moon- Careers Adviser 

http://www.fasttomato.com

