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At this time of year it is always sad to say goodbye to valued members of our school. We therefore would like to 
thank the following staff for all their service and hard work to  the pupils at St Mark’s and wish them every success in 
their future life and/ or careers. Mr Donnelly, Head of Maths; Mr Jarvis, 
Language teacher; and Mrs Tyne, Curriculum Administrator.  

It was lovely to see so many of our new Year 7 (September 2017) join us for our 
Tea Party last Tuesday. We look forward to seeing them again after Easter.        

Elaine Heaphy - Headteacher 

Some 30 Year 10 pupils took part in the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge last Friday, using 
a range of skills to deliver a one-minute speech on a topic of their choosing. Topics ranged 
from female soccer referees and tackling depression, to awkward first dates and the rights of 
insects. “It puts you out of your comfort zone, but for good reasons. However being put on the 

spot doesn’t take the fun out of the day,” said Year 10 pupil Aimee Price.  

“Today’s amazing! I was shaking at the beginning and crying, laughing at the end. I loved it,” said Hannah 
Varkey. Curtis Lokende and Alfie Head were highly commended for their performances.  
 
Seven pupils will now fight it out to determine who will represent the school at the regional finals at Passmores on 
May 10. They are: Stanislaw Szandala, Al-Amin Kazeem, Kira Gallagher, Sophie Candler, Ellie Spearman, Geanina 
Mituletu and Hannah Varkey.   Well done to all the pupils involved and a big thank you to The Jack Petchey 
Foundation for financing the day. 

Charity Appeal 
Years 9 & 10 adopted  the Friends of 
Sawbridgeworth: Jacobs and Garden Neuro 
Centres ( FSN) for their Charity Weeks this 
term. We hope to be able to hand them a cheque very soon; 
however, in the meantime all families can help by choosing 
them at the checkout in our local Tesco stores in Harlow, 
Bishops Stortford, Ware, Ongar, Dunmow and Saffron 
Walden.  Please read the message from the charity below: 
 “A while ago, the Friends of Sawbridgeworth Neuro 
centres (FSN) submitted an application to the TESCO “Bags 
of Help Scheme” to help build an outdoor activities area for 
our residents. We have now heard that we have been 
nominated for an award of £5,000, £2000 or £1000 
depending on how many votes we get over the next 2 
months. If we are successful, we will be very close to the 
amount we need to complete the project. Please ask all your 
friends to vote for us AS MANY TIMES AS POSSIBLE in any 
of the Tesco stores, but you do need to ask for a “button” 
sometimes in Tesco. 

Year 7 took part this week in the Year 7 Science 
Week quiz .  Congratulations to Year 7M who 
collectively won the challenge! 

Please pick up a form in 

the library or the English 

Department then get as 

many people to sponsor 

you as possible. 

DNA Models During Science Week 

As part of the Science Week activities, pupils made models of 
DNA out of sweets. The midget gems represent the bases; the 
marshmallows the hydrogen bonds between the bases; and the 

strawberry laces the sugar-phosphate backbone. 



Year 8 Class Liturgies 

This half term Year 8 pupils planned Class Liturgies in their RE and PSHE lessons, and invited family members to 

join them for the Services which took place over the past week. We were pleased that Deacon Michael was able to 

join us for some of them.  Having decided on themes, which included Thanksgiving for Gifts & Talents, and          

Celebrating the Beauty Within Us, the pupils selected appropriate readings, prayers and music and also prepared 

dance, art and drama contributions.   

The Services were very special to the individual Form Groups and a real celebration of their uniqueness, their  

identity and their place in our faith community.  It was also lovely to welcome parents, siblings and grandparents 

who were able to attend. 

Jack Petchey Awards 

Congratulations to Bertha Napoleon 11 Bede, our Jack Petchey 
Award winner for February.   

Bertha was nominated for her excellent approach to her studies, her 
contribution to the life of the school and her positive interaction with 
her peers. 

Bertha  will use her award to subsidise the Year 11 Leavers’ Year Book.  Well done on 
your achievement, Bertha! 

8 More 8 Fisher 

Flame 3 Catholic Youth Congress 

St Mark’s pupils and staff went to Wembley Arena for the  FLAME 3 Youth     
Congress, organised by the 
Catholic Youth Federation; it 
was a joyful, inspirational 
and uplifting day.  Internationally renowned speakers, Grammy 
Award winning musicians, dancers and young CAFOD        
volunteers engaged and challenged the 10,000 young people 
from across the UK who came together to share, and  
strengthen, their faith.   

A main focus of the day was the plight of refugees and a boat 
used by refugees to travel to Europe had been brought to the 
Arena; it gave a very powerful message as one pupil, Sarah, 
said, “ Seeing the refugee boat in the Arena really brought the 

problem to life; I have seen reports on the TV but this made it real. To think that people risked their lives in such a 
small boat to be able to live in safety, makes you realise how desperate they must be.”   

The day concluded with Adoration led by Cardinal Vincent Nicholls, Archbishop of Westminster, and Cardinal Bo, of 
Myanmar.  It was a very powerful moment; 10,000 young people in the presence of Jesus, worshipping together, 
and you could have heard a pin drop. 

All those attending received an Apostolic Blessing from His Holiness, Pope Francis, which was read out by Cardinal 
Nichols.  Pope Francis sent, “ Warm greetings to those gathered in Wembley Arena for Flame 2017. “  and called all 
those present...” to be witnesses and to blaze trails that opened new horizons; to take the path of the craziness of 
our God who teaches us to encounter Him in the hungry…in our neighbour….in those who feel abandoned… and in 
the refugee.”  



Social Sciences update!  

We have four weeks after the Easter Holiday until the exams begin. We are 
offering support on a one to one basis every lunchtime for help with 
revision and any questions you have. Miss Crawley is also offering after 
school support on Thursdays. Please take advantage of this and get the 
results you need!        Mr C Barnes 

HISTORY GENIUS OF THE WEEK! 
KS3: Tahsin Alam - Excellent contributions and commitment to History  

KS4: Jamie Wilson - Showing excellent determination to succeed in History  

FARADAY CHALLENGE EXPERIENCE 
IET Faraday Challenge Days give students the opportunity to research, 
design and make prototype solutions to genuinely tough engineering 
problems. FCDs enable young pupils to experience working as an engineer 
for a day. At each event teams compete to win a prize for themselves and a 
trophy for their school. For the second year running, St Mark’s hosted the 
event on 6

th
 March 2017, with Stewards Academy and Passmore’s 

Academy, as participating schools. 

The event is set up and run by a team of STEM professionals to give the 
time to focus on our pupils. It is an unbeatable opportunity to switch our 
pupils onto the subjects they love. 

The winners of each event win prizes for themselves and a trophy for their 
school. The top teams from across the UK get an all-expenses paid trip to 
the National Final to compete for a cash prize of up to £1,000 for their school. 

St Mark’s is passionate about giving our pupils new and exciting 
opportunities to engage in STEM subjects. A strong UK economy relies 
on great engineering output, and it is crucial to get the engineers of the 

future interested at an early age. 

The Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET) runs the Faraday 
Challenge Days as part of the IET’s commitment to show young people the 
benefits of careers within Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM). 

Sponsorship 

The IET Faraday Challenge Days are supported by a number of sponsors 
from the engineering and technology sector. We are proud to be supported 
by these organisations and we hope you are too! 

The event sponsors are: 

The Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET) 
IET Academic Partner University hosts 
Bosch 
Jack Petchey Foundation 
Science & Technology Facilities Council 

Mr Osei—STEM Co-Ordinator 



Dates for your Diary 
A Level Chemistry trip to Cambridge University Monday 20 March - 4pm - 9.30pm 
Year 6 High Achievers Evening - Tuesday 21 March - 3.45pm - 5.45pm 
A Level Drama trip to Greenwich Theatre - Wednesday 29 March 11.30 - 4.45pm 
Lent Services of Reconciliation-Thursday 30 March  

End of Term - Friday 31 March 2017 - Finish at 12.30pm 
Back to school - Tuesday 18 April  
Year 10 History trip to WW1 Battlefields - Monday 24 - Thursday 27 April  
INSET DAY Tuesday 2 May 2017 
HALF TERM - Monday 29 May - Friday 2 June 2017 
Exam Period begins - Monday 15 May - Friday 30 June 2017 (EARLY LUNCH) 

WINNERS!! 
The Year 11 rugby team played Davenant in the Harlow and 
West Essex District Cup yesterday. Having won the trophy for the 
past 3 years, Davenant were strong favourites.  The game was a 
match of skills and knowledge, as well as pace, power and passion. The 
latter turned out the most integral.  St Mark's side was made up of one club 
based rugby player; captain and Essex County representative, William 
Clark, along with 18 players with hearts full of pride for their school.    
St Mark's led early through Josh Wilkening's powerful try. This physical 
prowess continued with 2 tries from Casey 

Ajayi, Rawlings Akonedo and Wilkening again before half time to take St Mark's into the 
interval with a commanding 30-0 lead.  The second half started with an early Davenant 
try to make the score 30-5.  Davenant got a foothold in the game but Casey Ajayi was 
to change this with a try saving tackle.  St Mark's then continued with 3 more tries 
from  Ajayi, Akonedo and Dom Diomande. Conversions were made by Abel Bakare and 
George Jones. The captain Will Clark lifted the trophy at Harlow RFC, who hosted the 
final and made the event one to remember for the boys.      Mr Flowers - Head of PE 

Ecology Club 

The daffodils are flowering and so 
it must be time for Ecology Club to 
start its spring/summer activities.  If 
you are in year 7 or 8 and would 
like to participate, then come to K6 
on a Friday lunchtime.  Activities 
include planting seeds, weeding and creating 
habitats.  Ask your Science teacher for more details.  

PARKING OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL 

Could Parents / Carers, when parking outside 
the school, please take pedestrians and local 
residents into consideration.  We have had a 
number of complaints regarding vehicles obstructing the 
pathways and roads outside the school, making it 
difficult for pedestrians and residents to pass when 
students are being dropped off or collected from school.  
Assistance in this matter would be greatly appreciated.  

Year 10 Work Experience:  
A huge thank you to the pupils, parents and carers of those pupils who met the 
deadline.  If a pupil has yet to hand a form in, this is an urgent priority and also    
applies to pupils who have just one week offered by the employer but have 
not yet informed us of the second week.  We are now working closely with the 
remaining pupils who have yet to find a placement.  They have all selected 
three employment sectors of interest, to enable work with the Careers Centre, 
on finding relevant placements.  

Year 9 Careers Carousel:  
There are four more external professionals due to visit the school as the  Carousel comes to a close on Friday 
31st March.  We will be arranging a special session, after the Easter break, to talk to the few pupils who didn't 
take the opportunity to attend any of the numerous sessions, so that we can find out more about their career    
interests. 

Boys football against Stewards 

Year 9 won 4-0 POM Leslie Oheneba 

Year 10 won 10-0 POM Justin De Souza 

Year 11 Won 6-2 POM Dessie Minihane 

Year 7 Boys Football Tournament 

A team won 3 lost 2.  Player of the tournament was Oliver Siggers 

B team lost 5.  Player of the tournament was David Lawal 

Girls netball against Mark Hall 

Year 7 - Lost 21-7 POM Kara Bull 

Year 8 - Won 24 - 8 POM Tracy Yamgoue  

Year 9 - Won - 20 - 6 POM Alisha Francombe 


