
Reminder of Emergency Procedures I am always deeply reluctant to close the school unless I truly 

have no other choice, however, as we approach the colder months of the year I would like the opportunity 
to share emergency arrangements with you before any poor weather. There are several factors which, 
combined together, have affected our enforced closure in the past: some main roads may be running 
smoothly whilst local roads can be extremely icy and dangerous; our school site can be affected by black 
ice; a large number of our pupils travel to school by bus and when weather conditions are poor the buses 
are sometimes unable to run or journeys take a great deal longer; staff at our school travel in from a wide 
range of places up to 50 or so miles away from St Mark’s, and our site is very open to the elements. Clearly, 
the safety of pupils travelling to school is of paramount importance as is their safety on the school site. It is 
crucial, when we are open, to ensure we have sufficient staffing to safeguard children as well as have the 
time to make the site safe. The following procedure will be put into place in the case of an emergency 
school closure: I will liaise with the Site Manager, Mr Cole, to clarify the situation of the school site 
regarding the Health and Safety of pupils and staff. If the school is to close, I will inform the local radio 
stations, Heart Essex and BBC Essex of the closure. Staff will be informed by their line managers. All 
parents /carers signed up to ParentMail will receive an email or text to inform them of the school closure 

and a message will be put on our website.      Elaine Heaphy — Headteacher  
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Christmas Fayre  

Sunday 20th November 2016 

12pm — 2pm  
 

Santas Grotto; Arts & Crafts;  
Many sidestalls; Raffle; Hampers; Cakes and 

refreshments 

School Wind Band will be performing at 12.15pm 

and 1pm. 

All monies raised go to The Friends of St Mark’s, who 
help with funding for such items as   

Kindles for the literacy prizes;  
help towards the Year 11 Prom;  

prizes for ‘St Mark’s Got Talent’ and much more. 
 

Please come and support this wonderful event! 

Christmas Lunch 

Our cafeteria is planning a traditional Christmas lunch on Wednesday 14 December 2016 for any pupils 
and staff who would like to join us.  A letter has been Parentmailed home containing all of the details, a 
copy of this can be obtained at the front office.   
Payment for the dinner £3.50 will be automatically deducted from your child’s cashless catering account 

on receipt of the reply slip.  Unfortunately no orders will be accepted after Friday 25 November 2016. 

If your child is entitled to free school meals and wishes to have a Christmas lunch, please complete and 
return the reply slip, with the appropriate box ticked. If they do not wish to have Christmas 
lunch they may use their meal allowance at break time.  

As there will be NO other meals available at lunchtime on that day, pupils who 
choose NOT to have school Christmas lunch should either purchase food at break 

time or bring a packed lunch.  



Jack Petchey Awards 

Congratulations to Justin Man 8 Elgar, our Jack Petchey 

Award winner for November.   

Justin was nominated for his exceptional talent as a pianist; 

his commitment to his academic studies and also for being a 

good friend.  

Justin will use his award towards the purchase of a new  

digital piano for the Music Department.   

 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 
Tripton Road Harlow Essex CM18 6AA  

Tel: 01279 421267 
Website:  www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk 

 

Geography / History Teacher 

The governors are seeking to appoint a teacher of Geography / History to teach across the ability range at 

KS3 – KS5 in Geography. The post will be permanent, subject to a probationary period, and would be 

ideal for an NQT or a teacher with experience. This is an opportunity to join us at an exciting period in the 

development of the department. The successful candidate will be a highly motivated and enthusiastic 

professional and be an excellent classroom practitioner. 
We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  Appointments are subject 

to satisfactory medical and enhanced CRB clearance and references 
  

Please telephone 01279 770160 for an application form and further details or download it from our web 
site. 

Visits to the school are welcome by appointment 
Job start date: January 2017 or sooner 

The Jubilee Year of Mercy comes to a close. 

On Sunday 20 November, the Feast of Christ the King, the Year of 

Mercy comes to a close.  During the past year we have participated 

in many events and moments of prayer to reflect on the concept of 

mercy and how we too can be “merciful like the Father”.  We have 

also, as individuals, in groups and as a school, strived to observe 

the spiritual and corporal acts of mercy.   Our Holy Door, leading 

into the Chapel, which has been a constant reminder over the year 

will be dismantled over the next few days. 

Last Monday 6
th

 Form pupils Becky Gill and Ben Ennifer represented 

St Mark’s at a special Mass for schools at St Helen’s Cathedral in 

Brentwood, celebrated by Bishop Alan, to mark the end of the Year 

of Mercy.  He impressed on all of those attending, and asked them to 

take back the message to their schools, that although the Jubilee 

Year has come to its end it is important that it does not mark the end 

of the need for all of us to be merciful and forgiving towards each 

other.  “Merciful Father, you have welcomed and forgiven us.  Send 

us forth to bear your message of mercy to all.  Send us out to serve 

others in mercy and peace.”  



HISTORY GENIUS OF THE WEEK! 

KS3:  Niamh Fitzpatrick - a fantastically             
self-motivated learner in history. 

KS4:  Evie Ridler - 
exceeding TMG at first 
attempt at a GCSE paper. 

Prepare The Way 

We begin the Advent Season on Sunday 27 November ; Advent is a time of “watching and   

waiting” as we prepare for the coming of Jesus.  It is a time to return in our hearts to that time 

when Jesus first came into our world and to relive the anticipation of our ancestors. 

It’s all too easy to get caught up in present buying, tree decorations and food lists so here’s a 

quiz for pupils to remind us about some of the Advent traditions which help us prepare for the 

birth of Jesus; submit your entries at the Reception Office by Friday 2 December; there’s a prize 

for the first correct entry pulled out. 

Name: Form 
  

    Answer a/b/c/ 

1 The word ADVENT means: a) promise b) coming c) Messiah . 
  

  

2 The period of Advent is generally : a) 24 days b) 4 weeks c) 3 weeks . 
  

  

3 In the Church the colour of Advent is a) purple b) red c) white . 
  

  

 4 The circle of the Advent wreath symbolises: a) the circle of life b) the Earth c) that God is    
eternal and has no beginning or end. 

  

5 The pink candle on the wreath is lit on the 3rd Sunday of Advent and represents a) joy b) peace 
c) hope . 

  

6 The evergreen branches on the wreath symbolise a) Christmas trees 
 b) eternal life through Jesus c) Winter is ending . 

  

7 The light from the candles on the wreath symbolises: a) the moon 
b) the light of the Bethlehem star  c) Jesus, the light of the world . 

  

8 Which Old Testament prophet spoke of the birth of Jesus with the words, “There shall 

come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 

shall bear fruit.“  Was it: 1) Micah b) Isaiah c) Zechariah . 

  

9 Complete the first line of this popular Advent hymn – O Come, O Come _________.   
Is it a) Saviour  b) Lord  c) Emmanuel . 

  

10 The answer to 8  refers to: a) Jesus Christ  b) Joseph c) Mary . 
  

  

Looking for the perfect  

Christmas Present? 

Scholastic Book Fair 

24 November - 30 November  

also at the Christmas Fayre 

on Sunday 20 November 



Dates for your Diary 

Drama Trip -“Blood Brothers” at Dartford theatre Tuesday 22 November 6.15pm-11pm 
Year 11 and Sixth Form Year Group and Friendship Photos Wednesday 23 November 2016  
Psychology Department “Strong Foundations Workshop” Thursday 24 November 2016 
Year 11 Interview Day—Friday 25 November 2016  
PE Department Netball trip—England v Jamaica – Tuesday 29 November 2016 5.30pm—
11.15pm 

Mock exams begin—Wednesday 30 November until Friday 9th December 2016 (early lunch during 
this time) 
Christmas Lunch—Wednesday 14 December 2016 
Carol Concert—Holy Cross Church - Thursday 15 December 2016 7.30pm 
END OF TERM—WEDNESDAY 21 DECEMBER 2016—FINISH 12.30PM 

 

Rugby  

Yr 10 v William Edwards 

We lost 5-22 mvp Alfie Head  

 
 
 
 

 

Boys Basketball  

Yr 8 v Stewards   we lost 14-17 mvp Louis Thompson 

Yr 9 v Stewards we won 23-10 mvp Tyrone Kangwende 

Year 7 Basketball tournament 

A Team first place winning 4 out of 5 matches mvp Jakub Staskiewicz 

B Team second place winning 3 out of 5 matches mvp Sarang Kanakan 

Girls football tournament 
 
Year 8/9 girls Football tournament 

We won all 3 games player of the             
tournament Kara Bull 

 

Christmas Card Competition Winning Entry 

Congratulations to Andrew Maghari,  7 Bede, whose colourful, and very  
detailed, drawing of the Nativity Scene was selected as the winning entry this year.   
Cards featuring his design will be on sale at our Christmas Fayre on Sunday and from 
Reception next week. £2 per pack of 5. All profits will go to St Clare Hospice.    

Well done Andrew, and thank you to all those who took the time to submit an    
entry.   

Year 11 Interview Simulation Day; 25 November 2016 

On 25th November 2016 all Year 11 pupils will take part in an Interview Day, in the 
spacious main hall, at the Harlow Study Centre. The aim of the day is to provide as 
genuine an experience as possible of the interview process.  

Every attempt is made, for those who let the Careers Centre know their preference, for 
an expert from that profession to interview them. It is important to remember however, 
that on occasion the professionals (who give their time freely) may have reason to not 
attend. In this case a generic interview is offered, which is just as important in providing 
insight into the process, and is provided by an expert from a different field.  

We are very proud to have so many professionals that are happy to come forward and help us on the day, the 
pupils’ CVs will be forwarded onto them to enable them to prepare for the event, in much the same way that this 
would happen in the real world of work. 

Your Careers Centre – every day, every break, every lunchtime. 


