
This week is the beginning of our mock examinations for years 11– 13. I would like to wish each 

pupil every success in these examinations. 

As we enter into this time of Advent—preparation for Christmas, it is the season in which we 
should take time out of our very busy lives to think about what 
is important to us and encourage all around us to live in peace, 
joy, love and hope. Throughout the coming weeks, there are a 
number of different events and opportunities for all our pupils, 
parents, staff and governors to share in our preparations as a school for Christmas. 

I look forward to seeing you at these events.        Elaine Heaphy — Headteacher  
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Christmas Lunch 

The Staff and Pupils are looking forward to the traditional Christmas lunch on Wednesday 14      

December 2016.  Unfortunately orders are no longer being accepted. 

As there will be NO other meals available at lunchtime on that day, pupils who chose NOT to have 
school Christmas lunch should either purchase food at break time or bring a packed lunch.  

ST MARK’S CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
There was a festive buzz in the air on Sunday 20 November at our annual Christmas 
Fayre.  We had various stalls selling toiletries and sweet hampers; teddy bears; 
stationery items; Christmas decorations; books; St Mark’s Christmas cards; and glasses 
filled with sweets.  There was also a children’s arts and craft stall for those with a more 
creative flair.  We also had stalls run by visitors to the school selling, candles, candy and beauty 
products.  The Friends of St Mark’s tombola and raffle were well supported, as was Santa’s grotto.  
We would like to thank Santa for making an appearance as we know he has a very busy schedule this 
time of year. The St Mark’s Wind Band also sounded wonderful.  The money raised from the event will 
be used in school for the pupils, which amounts to over £900.00.  

We would like to thank all parents, pupils, staff and visitors who came along to the Christmas Fayre as 
well as their generous donations over the past few weeks.  We couldn’t have done it without the 
support from our pupils, parents and governors.  Thank you so much!     

     Mr Rowland –  Assistant Headteacher 

HARLOW EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS AWARDS 2016 

In front of a packed Council Chamber, pupils from across all the schools in Harlow, 
collected their Educational Progress Awards from Dame Claire Bertschinger DBE DL.  
Claire is Director for the Diploma in Tropical Nursing at the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine. Before the awards Claire shared her inspirational story on how she 
progressed from school to work life not knowing she was dyslexic.   

Each young person was given a framed certificate and gift vouchers to mark their 
achievement. 

We are very proud of our pupils who received great recognition for outstanding 
progress throughout a Key Stage. 
Ben Chitiyo, Martyna Iwanczyk, Jessica Baker, Antoine Collett, Aaron Hynd, Shantelle 
Gondo, Ruchi Masih, Aimee Cheung, Jennifer Saikumar, Faith Ogedengbe, Sophie Ferran. 
It was a wonderful event where pupils and families celebrated the pupils’ efforts in learning 
and positive attitudes toward education.  

We would also like to congratulate Aaron Hynd (Year 7) on being presented with the overall pupil award. 



Professionals interview our Year 11 Pupils  

Professionals from many different careers, came together with our Year 11 pupils during a mock interview day at 
Harlow Study Centre. With university or job applications just a short time away, our pupils were put through their 
paces by a professional from their chosen careers field, in order to gain experience of writing CVs, applications and 
finally facing an interview. 

We would like to thank the following individuals for giving up their time to support our pupils:   
K. Kenworthy, Director, Engagement and Change Management, GSK Medicines Research Centre 
B. Court, Project Development Co-ordinator, Harlow Council 
C. Firth, Assistant Manager, Akhter Early Learning Centre 
A. Dawson, Science Technology Engineering and Maths Ambassador, Retired  
J. Welsh, Science Technology Engineering and Maths Ambassador, Ford Motor Company Limited 
K. McLean, Course Leader BA (Hons) Fashion Design, South Essex College of Further & Higher Education 
A. Welbourn-Davies, Branch Manager, NatWest Harlow 
L. Bondy, Learning & Development Coordinator, Raytheon UK 
H. Harmer, Assistant Academy Manager, Harlow College 
I. Barral, IT Manager, Raytheon UK 
W. Mata, Reporter, Herts and Essex News 
C. Sheridan, Solicitor, Barnes & Partners  
J. Finch, Employment Law Consultant, J Finch and Associates 
S. Harding, Quality Control Microbiologist, East and North Herts NHS Trust 
C. Salvador Castro, Associate Director, Takeda Pharmaceuticals 
S. Zuberi, Clinical Medical Pupil, Imperial College London 
N. Carney, Psychodynamic Counsellor, Self Employed 
B. Robertson, Science Technology Engineering and Maths Ambassador, Director, MER Associates 
E. Wingate, Sport and Physical Activity Assistant, Active Essex 
J. Cornaby, HR Manager, Harlow & District Sports Trust 
R. Lowry, Teacher, Retired 

 
Lou Moon, St Mark's careers coordinator and event organiser, said: "The purpose was for the pupils to experience 
an interview with someone they do not know; to be able to present themselves; and conduct themselves in a way 
appropriate for a formal interview. It could be they take this experience forward into other arenas. This is a safe 
place for them to learn about the whole process."   

The sessions, often related to their previous work 
experience placements, lasted for approximately 
half an hour and included questions about their 
experience and skills; while interviewers also had 
the chance to comment on the pupil's CV and offer 
guidance. 

Mrs Moon added afterwards: "I feel really proud of 
the pupils. On their way out many said it was a  
really positive experience.” 

Rebecca Wilson, a pupil who is considering writing 
or journalism as a career option, said: "It prepared 
me for the future. If it was not for this I would not 
have known what to expect from an interview until 
the day." 

Fr James Hawes (1939-2016) R.I.P 
Fr James Hawes was the longstanding priest at Epping (2001—2016) who sadly 
passed away in the summer of this year.   
 
As parish priest; Dean of the West Essex Denary; Diocesan Consultor; retreat-
giver; spiritual director; inveterate letter-writer to the press; scholarly wit or friend, 
Fr James was a much-respected figure in the Diocese of Brentwood and beyond.  
 
In his memory, we would like to recognise the donation made of his personal books 
to the pupils of St Mark’s.   
 
We know that many a Religious Studies pupil will be able to gain a great deal from 
such a wonderful and rare collection. 



Computer Science Assemblies 

On 29
th
 and 30

th
 of November some of our Y8, Y10 

and Y11 pupils led the assemblies to promote   
forthcoming Computer Science Education Week and 
The Hour of Code event hosted by St Mark’s. 

The Hour of Code is a global movement that takes 
place each year during Computer Science           
Education Week reaching tens of millions of pupils in 180+ countries. 
This year Computer Science Education Week will be from 5

th
 to 11

th
 

December. E11 and E12 will be opened during the week starting 5
th
 

December every lunch time for everyone willing to take part. No      
experience is needed – all ages are welcome (that includes staff as 

well!). What can you learn in one or two lunch times? You won’t become a software engineer and you won’t create 
an app that can bring you a huge success, but in this time you will learn that programming a computer can be fun 
and you will be able to manage an angry bird or a zombie or create some amazing graphics. You might also become 
inspired to learn and create some more magic for our future. 

SENIOR MATHEMATICAL CHALLENGE 

At the beginning of November, Sixth Form pupils across the country were invited to take part in this year’s 

instalment of the Senior Mathematical challenge. We are pleased to announce that the following pupils performed 

highly enough to achieve recognition: 

Niall Ramphal – Gold Award and Best in School 

Jessica Edwards – Silver Award 

Chris Chow, Sarah Van Der Lith & Bithiah McSpencer – Bronze Award 

Well done to all pupils who took part.                              MRS S MIZIOLEK - MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 

Bertha Napoleon and Laetitia Wolff in Year 11 organised Advent activities during 

lunchtime this week, starting off an Advent Pledge Chain which will decorate the 

Advent tree in the Chapel.  

Pupils are invited to add their pledges over the next few weeks.  Further activities will 

be taking place at lunchtime during Advent. 

HISTORY GENIUS OF THE 
WEEK! 

KS3:  Benjamin Saineti-
Seda - showing an increased 
maturity and confidence in 
independent work. 

KS4:  Zuzanna Iwanczyk - 
for outstanding history test 
result, which exceeded her 
target grade.  

A warm invitation to St Mark’s Christmas Carol Service 
Thursday 15 December 2016 
7.30pm at  Holy Cross Church,                                          

Traceys Road, Harlow, Essex   CM18 6JJ 

                    

Advent 2016 - This week all pupils  attended our annual Advent Services of 

Reconciliation which encouraged them to start their Advent journey of preparation and 

reflection.  The theme for Years 11-13 was Waiting; Years 8&9 focussed on 

Repentance and Year 7 considered, “The Greatest Gift of All”.  The Services were led 

by pupils and were thought-provoking and prayerful.  Thank you to the staff and pupils 

involved in the preparation and presentation especially Mackenzie Sarkies, Isaac He, Sarah Williams, Arushi 

Shukla, Charmaine Kangwende, Daniel Goddard and Valerie Mwangi for the time and care they put into preparing 

the music.  Thank you, also, to Father Bernard and Deacon Michael for their time and support. 



Dates for your Diary 

Mock exams continue until Friday 9th December 2016 (early lunch during this time) 
Christmas Lunch—Wednesday 14 December 2016 
Carol Concert—Holy Cross Church - Thursday 15 December 2016 7.30pm 

END OF TERM—WEDNESDAY 21 DECEMBER 2016—FINISH 12.30PM 

BACK TO SCHOOL MONDAY 9 JANUARY 2017 

 

 

 Girls Netball 
National Schools County Netball Tournament 
Year 10/11 Won 4 lost 3  Player of the  
tournament Tegan Lintonbon-Baker 
Year 8/9 Won 1 lost 6 Player of the  
tournament Tayo Rajitola 
Essex Cup Netball 
U14 team lost to Saffron Walden County High 13-41 
Player of the match Katie Evans 
U16 team won 64-2 against Helena  
Romanes 
Player of the match Orla Peake 
 
Year 7 boys rugby.  
The A team boys will be playing Davenant in the district final at 
Harlow Rugby club on Monday 5th December under flood-
lights. Kick off is at 4.00pm all support is  
welcome.  

  Boys Basketball  
Year 10/11 team v Stewards  won 42-20   
MVP Rawlings Akonedo 
Year 8 v Burnt Mill  
lost 12-16 MVP Niam Ramphal 
Year 9 v Burnt Mill  
won 35-14 MVP Daniel Till 
Year 7 Boys Harlow schools basketball tournament  
A team won 4 drew 1 and came first again, MVP Oliver Siggers 
B Team won 2 lost 3 and came fourth, MVP David Lawal 
 
Girls Football 
Won 1, Drew 1, Lost 1 a great performance by those girls who took 
turns to play in goal as they have no recognised keeper. The team 
kept 2 clean sheets and the Player of the tournament was Breanna 
Philip. 

Year 7 girls football won against Burnt Mill 1-0 and Mark Hall 3-0 and 
drew against Passmores 1-1. 

Player of the tournament Ellisa Appleton 

ENGLAND V JAMAICA 
NETBALL AT THE COPPER 

BOX 

30 St Mark's pupils went to watch 
one of the England v Jamaica 
netball matches in a three part 
series.  

Even though England lost, the 
girls had a fantastic time, I would 
like to thank Mrs Larke and Mr 
Gordon for giving up their evening 
to support the trip.   

 
MISS E WEBSTER-PE DEPT 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic Secondary School are hosting, with England Athletics 
and Premier Sport delivering, an athletics club for Year 5 & 6 pupils. The club will be 
fully inclusive and work towards England Athletics 365 Scheme, Sporthall Athletics and 
Endurance activities using fun and engaging games. The club will be linked with 

Harlow Athletics Club to provide opportunities of a stepping stone to transition into a community club. 
Former Great Britain athlete Hayley Mclean will be attending the first session to offer her support. Hayley        
competed for Great Britain at the Junior European Championships in 2014 and won the title for the 400m 
hurdles. 

Premier Sport is the UK’s largest children’s coaching company, successfully driving more than 20,000 
sport and physical activity sessions every month. This amounts to more than five million visits a year, 
each one enriching the curriculum in every one of the thousands of schools worked in partnership with. 
 
Emily Webster, P.E teacher at St Marks West Essex Catholic School will be available to discuss the    
athletics club, which will be held at St Mark’s School Sports Hall every Thursday 
(term-time only). The club will run from 5-6pm from the 19th January to the 30th 
March. Pupils taking part will need to be dropped off and picked up for each session.  
 
There will be limited spaces and the course will cost £40 for ten weeks.  


