
We wish our pupils, staff and their families 

a happy and holy Christmas. 
 

A child is born to us!  

A son is given to us! 

And he will be our ruler. 

He will be called, “Wonderful Counsellor,” 

“Mighty God,” 

 “Eternal Father,” 
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Christmas Lunch at St Mark’s 

This week, helped by some of Santa’s elves who visited the school 
especially for the occasion, our 
wonderful kitchen staff provided a 
scrumptious christmas lunch for 
staff and pupils which was very 
much appreciated by all who had 
ordered the feast of turkey with all 
the trimmings and a delicious pud.   

“One of the best dinners I’ve ever had!” Kiki 8 Elgar 

“The turkey was really moist and not at all dry.” Jai 8 Bede 

“The ladies serving were 
really kind and did a great 
job making the dinner.”  
Grace  8 Bede 
 
“Tasty! I liked the crispy 
potatoes.” Owen 8B 

 

We are coming to the end of a very busy term. I would like to congratulate pupils in Years 11-13 for 

completing their mock examinations last week.  

At this time of year it is always sad to say goodbye to members of our school. We therefore would 

like to thank Ms Bramble, English teacher for all her service and hard work to the pupils at St Mark’s 

and wish her every success in her future life.  

Congratulations to all who took part in the many events throughout this term and a big thank you to 

the parents who have been so supportive (and unofficial taxi drivers). 

The term has been exceptionally busy and everyone is ready for a rest. I would like to remind 

parents / carers that school will not begin again in the new year until the 9th January 2017 at 

8.50am. 

On behalf of all the pupils, staff and Governors, I would like to wish you all a safe, restful, 

and happy Christmas and a joyous New Year.  

ST MARK’S NEWS 



Good luck to the Finalists 

This Friday, pupils from years 7 and 8 will compete in the St Mark’s Spelling Bee Final.  After a  
number of rounds and up against tough competition we would like to wish the following children 
luck: 
Year 7 
Tahsin Alam; Wiktoria Siemiginowska; Shalom Chizanga; Jason Morrison; Emine Karsanti; Iscah 
McSpencer; Estelle Kyei-Mensah  
Year 8 
Charley Weir; Grace Hallesy; Emily Day; Gloria Sunny; Cloe Speller; Angela He; Isaac Parker 

Christmas Services in Harlow’s Catholic Churches 

 
Peace was the focus for Advent lunchtime activities this week, led by Year 11 

pupils Bertha Napoleon and Laetitia Wolff.   

 

The activity involved decorating a paper dove and writing a prayer for peace, 

on the reverse, for someone who was troubled or for an area in the world 

where there is conflict.  The doves are displayed on the Advent tree in the 

Chapel. 

  Saturday 24 December Christmas Day 

Holy Cross 5.30pm Children’s Mass 
10pm    Carols 
11pm    Midnight Mass 

11am Mass 

St Luke’s 7.30pm Carols 
8pm      Vigil Mass 

  

Our Lady of Fatima 6pm       Family Mass 11am     Mass 
1.30pm  Polish Mass 

St Thomas More 10pm Carols followed by 

early Midnight Mass 

10.30pm 

9am      Mass 

Church of the Assumption 8pm preceded by Carols 9am & 11am Mass 

Carol Service 

Our annual Carol Service, which took place at Holy Cross church this week, 

was a lovely event and one which certainly enabled the congregation of   

pupils, parents, staff, governors and friends of the school to reflect on the 

true meaning of Christmas; as the   

Gospel Choir sang so joyously, “Jesus 

is the reason for the season!”  Singing 

from the Music Theatre Ensemble, 

Years 7&8 Choir and the Gospel Choir 

was most enjoyable; the Wind Band’s compilation of  

popular Christmas songs was very entertaining and the readers confident 

presentation of scripture and poetry aptly placed the singing in context.   

Well done to all staff and pupils who were involved and thank you to Father 

Bernard for hosting the event at Holy Cross church.  

Jack Petchey Vlogstar Challenge 

Sixth Form media pupils are currently participating in the Jack Petchey Vlogstar 

Challenge, where they submit their own vlogs (video blogs) into a competition. 

Last year, seven of our pupils reached the top 150 finalists in the country and 

visited Google Studios in Tottenham Court Rd, London. We would like to wish our current competitors the best of 

luck in this challenge. 



Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance 

On Monday 19th of December Year 8 assembly will introduce the careers programme used at St Mark's 
School, called 'Fast Tomato’. They'll be shown how to set up an account that they will be able to access 
online throughout their entire time here, including sixth form. They will be given a 'Bubbles' survey form to 
complete which encourages them to look at how their subjects link to careers.  
Year 9 Careers Carousel; on the 2017 calendar is the ‘Careers Talks Carousel’ which will take 
place during registration from Thursday 12th January and every Thursday and Friday, until it finishes on   
Friday 31st March. The purpose of these sessions is to support the options process, during the Spring 
Term, for Year 9. Every session is led by a professional from an external company/ organisation sharing 
their 'working life' story with the pupils. Last year 79% of pupils returned an evaluation and 76% of pupils 
said that the talks were helpful or very helpful.  
Year 10 Work Experience; The process will begin with an assembly on 
Friday 20th January. Parents/ Carers will be invited in shortly after to share an 
information meeting on the process that their child will be embarking on. The 
dates for this year's work experience are 10th to 21st July 2017.  
 
The school website will soon feature several of the forthcoming events, as 
well as reviews and pupil feedback on highlights of 2016, including the NHS 
Career Day and a visit of Robert Halfon MP to St Mark's. 

WELL DONE! 

Well done to all the Social Sciences pupils who did well in their mock exams. Once again we see that attendance 
and organisation reflects in good grades - keep up the good work! We also can report a very successful Psychology 
trip for the A2 pupils who enjoyed a range of sessions to help them increase their chances of success on the A2 
papers coming up in the summer. Well done to all of you who attended - you are an asset to the school. After this 
busy term, it has been great to work with our new intake of Yr 12 pupils and see the Yr 13 progress towards 
university and remember - Tuesday and Thursday lunchtime drop in sessions are available for everyone doing 
social sciences courses. So if you have any questions or want to discuss your feedback so you can improve, or you 
need any support with your learning or homework then please come and see us. Merry Sociological Christmas and 
a Happy Psychological New Year. 

HISTORY GENIUS OF THE WEEK! 
 

KS3: Jessie-May Williamson for showing fantastic commitment to 
History 

 

KS4: Raejan Hines-Rogers & Brandon Darko for taking time and care to 
produce high quality work used as exemplar to the class 

 

International Computer Science Contest in St Mark’s 

During the week 7-11 November many St Mark’s pupils from years 7, 8 and 10 participated in the        
international online computing contest “Beaver”. They have competed in the Junior, Intermediate and   
Senior age categories solving various logical puzzles and finding solutions to problems of increasing    
difficulty. Congratulations to all the winners in our school: 

Junior (Y7) – George Lieu (1st place), Emelia De Freitas (2nd place), Kiera McGowan and Chelsea 
Yamgoue (3rd place) 

Intermediate (Y8) – Ivor Price (1st place), Harriet Duodu (2nd place), Louisa Duah 
(3rd place) 

Senior (Y10) – Stanislaw Szandala (1st place), Kate Puklo (2nd place),  
Timothy Watson (3rd place) 



Dates for your Diary 

Presentation of Certificates Year 12 and 13 - Wednesday 21 December 2016 - 9.30am  
END OF TERM—WEDNESDAY 21 DECEMBER 2016—FINISH 12.30PM 

BACK TO SCHOOL MONDAY 9 JANUARY 2017 
A Level Physics and Chemistry Trip to Bayfordbury Observatory - Thursday 12 January 2017– 
4.15pm- 8pm  
Year 12 and 13 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday 18 January 2017 - 5pm - 7pm 
Year 6 High Achievers Evening - Tuesday 24 January 2017 3.45pm- 5.45pm 
A Level Chemistry trip to Reading University—Wednesday 25 January 2017—8.30am—5.30pm 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday 25 January 2017 - 5pm - 7pm 
 

 

 Before School 8.10am—8.40am  

 

Lunch—13:40—14:10 After School 3.30pm—4.30pm  

 Years 10-13 Multigym 

Girls Football (ALL YEARS) - Feb HT only 

Netball (ALL YEARS) - Courts 

GCSE Practical Revision  

 

 Girls Basketball (ALL YEARS) - Sports Hall Rugby (7/8) - Field 

Trampolining (ALL YEARS) - 

Sports Hall 

PE DETENTION 

Years 10-13 Multigym 

GCSE Revision (H7) 

 Netball (ALL YEARS) - Courts 

Badminton (ALL YEARS) - Sports Hall 

Fixtures 

(Netball, Football 7/8) 

Senior Basketball—Sports Hall 

Years 10-13 Multigym 

 Years 10-13 Multigym 

Gymnastics (ALL YEARS) - Gymnasium 

Basketball (7/8/9) - Sports Hall 

Fixtures 

(Netball, Football 9/10/11) 

Year 7 Athletics Satellite Club  

(20 selected students) 

 

 Years 10-13 Multigym 

Netball Shooting (ALL YEARS) 

Table Tennis (ALL YEARS) - Gymnasium 

PE Detention 

Table Tennis (ALL YEARS) - 

Gymnasium 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Netball  
ESSEX CUP 

Senior girls v Fitzwimarc won 30-23 
Player of the match Olivia Wiley 
The girls now move through to the last eight. 
 
Swim Gala 

St Mark’s pupils took part in a swimming gala 
at Burnt Mill on Thursday evening and placed 
5th out of the 8 schools taking part.   
Congratulations to all pupils particularly  
Hannah Bishop and Ewan Bulloch who gave 
phenomenal performances. 

Girl’s Football 

The senior Girls football tournament became a 10-a-
side match between St Mark's and Passmores. 
The team was made up of year 10’s with Izzy Tuck. 
The team played some excellent football and were        
unlucky to lose 1-4.  
 
Part of the reason for this, is the team has no natural 
goalkeeper, credit goes to Ayo Oluwole who stepped 
up to the challenge. 
Player of the match went to Isabel Thornett and     
Rebecca Swallow. 


