
Happy New Year! I hope and pray that 2017 is a great year 

for each of you! 

Welcome back to each pupil and member of staff, for a busy and exciting term,  
which will be full of learning and opportunities.  

There are many events in the term ahead including Parents’ Evenings 

for Years 8, 9, 10, 12 & 13 as well as our Options Evening for Year 9 in 

February.  I would ask all parents to carefully check the school calendar for these, and other events.  

We would like to thank Mr Mohseni, Mathematics teacher for all his service and hard work to the pupils 

at St Mark’s and wish him every success in his future life.    Elaine Heaphy — Headteacher 
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Happy New Year 

Reminder of Emergency Procedures 

Following the recent bad weather, I am hopeful that we will not be in 

a position whereby we have to close the school. However, if we do 

have to close because of bad weather or because of the risk to the 

Health and Safety of staff or students we will send the announcement via Parentmail, the 

school website and will send announcements via Heart radio and BBC Essex.  

Pupils offered places at Oxford and Cambridge 

Last term, students in the Sixth Form completed their UCAS 

applications and we are pleased to record our congratulations to those 

who have received offers. In particular, congratulations go to Elvis 

Anoma-Amoabeng, who  has received an unconditional offer to read 

for a BA in Economics and Management at Trinity College Oxford. 

Upon receiving his news Elvis said “I owe this to the teachers and the 

Sixth Form. The dedication of the teachers and their willingness 

to help is inspirational.  I am so pleased to have studied at St 

Mark’s.”  

 

In addition, Daniel Goddard has been given an offer to read for a 

BA in Modern and Medieval Languages at Queen’s College 

Cambridge and Niall Ramphal has received an offer from Imperial 

College to read for a Bsc in Aeronautical Engineering. We are 

delighted to see so many of our Sixth Form students applying to 

university and being successful in their applications.  

We wish them and their families well. 



SPELLING BEE RESULTS 
 
The last Friday of the Autumn term, saw 
pupils from years 7 and 8 compete in the 
St Mark’s Spelling Bee Final.   
 
After a number of rounds and up against 
tough competition, we would like to 
congratulate the following children: 
 
Ist place:      Emine Karsanti  

2nd place:    Shalom Chizanga 

 GCSE THEATRE TRIP—BLOOD BROTHERS 

Year 10 GCSE Drama pupils visited the Orchard Theatre in Dartford to watch the fantastic 
‘Blood Brothers’.  

They were lucky enough to go back 
stage before the performance and meet 
the Narrator, played by Dean Chisnall 
and even had time for a quick picture.  

They were taught the story of two boys 
separated at birth and ultimately the 
power of nature over nurture.  

The emotional response from all pupils 
was sign enough that the evening was a 
huge success.  

Mrs Chisnall - Drama Department 

Award for ‘Get Set Action Leads’ 
at St Mark's! 

 

Ten Year 11 pupils have been working 
with the local community to promote 
Olympic values such as respect, 
determination and courage.  
 
They have given up over 20 hours of their 
time to organise and deliver two sporting 
events inspired by the Rio 2016 
Olympics. They have been awarded a 
certificate for their exceptional effort and 
work within their community.  

Well done for all of your efforts. 
Miss Webster - PE Department 



'Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance 

On Wednesday, information about the forthcoming Careers  
Carousel was shared with Year 9 during Assembly. The Carousel 
will take place every Thursday and Friday for the next 11 weeks. The 
pupils will have the opportunity to speak to a broad range of 
professionals from companies and organisations external to the 
school. A weekly timetable will be published detailing the 
occupations and names of the professionals.  The sessions will be 
held in the school library during registration period. Each time a pupil attends a session they will 
be required to sign an attendance list. Pupils are advised to access Fast Tomato in advance. If 
they have not accessed the programme then they can find out more from the Careers Centre 
during break and lunch time drop-in sessions.   
 
Next week will also see the commencement of St Mark's Work Experience Programme. Year 10 
will find out more during their assembly on Friday 20th January 2017. 

Mrs Moon, Careers Coordinator. 

Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society is looking for a new Director. 
This charity achieves so much for children and young people and 
their families across the Brentwood Diocese and the right person 
will find the role of leading bccs to be most rewarding. This Catholic 
Charity is based on strong foundations of Catholic Social Teaching 
that enable us to help children of all faiths and none. 
 
If you would like to be considered as the next Director of bccs 
please ask the current Director for an Application Pack by emailing Steven 
at swebb@bccs.org.uk 

If you know someone else who might be interested please pass on this message to them. 
The closing date for applications is Friday 3

rd
 February (noon). 

St Mark’s West Essex 

Year 6 High Achiever Programme 
Tuesday 24th January - 3.45pm – 5.45pm  

The High Achiever’s programme at St Mark’s is designed to support pupils 

whose academic progress and/or potential is distinctly above average in one or more of 

the following areas: Academic subjects such as Maths, English and Science or Human  

performance based subjects such as Music, Drama, Sport, Art and Technology.   

High Achievers are pupils that have been identified as those who have potential to 

achieve or exceed expectations. 

     ALL HIGH ACHIEVERS ARE WELCOME TO APPLY              

For further information call (01279) 421267  

mailto:swebb@bccs.org.uk


Dates for your Diary 

Year 12 and 13 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday 18 January 2017 - 5pm - 7pm 
Year 6 High Achievers Evening - Tuesday 24 January 2017 3.45pm- 5.45pm 
A Level Chemistry trip to Reading University - Wednesday 25 January 2017 - 
8.30am - 5.30pm 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday 25 January 2017 - 5pm - 7pm 
Holocaust Memorial Day - History Department - Friday 27 January 2017 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday 1 February 2017 - 5pm - 7pm 
Internet Safety Day - Tuesday 7 February 2017 
Young Voices at the O2 Arena London - Tuesday 7 February 2017 - 12pm - 10.45pm 
Year 11 English Trip to Poetry Live Event - Corn Exchange Cambridge Wednesday 8 February 
2017 9am—5pm  
Year 9 KS3/4 Options Evening - Thursday 9 February 2017 - 7pm - 9pm 
HALF TERM - MONDAY 13 FEBRUARY TO FRIDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2017 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 
Tripton Road 

Harlow Essex CM18 6AA  
Tel: 01279 421267 Website:  www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk 

Senior Midday Assistant 

Hours between 1.30pm - 2.30pm 
Monday to Friday  

Rate of pay: £8.58 per hour including fringe allowance 

 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people.   
Appointments are subject to satisfactory medical and enhanced CRB clearance and references. 

Visit our website for full job descriptions and application forms or alternatively call 01279 421267. 

  Why not try something new  
or 

rekindle past interests and join  

St Mark’s Gospel Choir 
The Choir is recruiting pupil and staff members following its successful performances 

at the Christmas Carol Service. 
We want to be even bigger and even better! 

 

Choir Practice every Tuesday; it’s a lot of fun! 

3.30-4.30pm in the Hall. 

See Mrs Gunn for further details or come along next Tuesday and try it – 
 you’re sure to like it! 

Beat-Box vocalists also needed! 


