
St Mark’s top of the table for English Baccalaureate 

achievement again. 

We are delighted to inform you that recently published Government figures show that  

St Mark’s has come top of the Harlow schools’ league table again for the 

number of pupils achieving the English Baccalaureate.   

St Mark’s achieved 36% with the National Average being 23.1%. 

 

The EBacc (English Baccalaureate) is a measure of success in the core, and traditionally 

academic, curriculum of English, Maths, History or Geography, the sciences and a modern 

foreign language.  These are subjects most likely to be required or preferred for entry to degree 

courses, and subjects which will “keep doors open” for many professions.  It was introduced by 

the Government to address the move away from the more traditional, academic subjects which 

are deemed harder to pass, for the “softer” options which has resulted, in some instances 

nationally, in pupils leaving school with 20+ GCSE passes but none in Maths and English.   

 

These are outstanding results which have been achieved by a complete cross-section of young 

people.  St Mark’s is a local comprehensive which offers places to all young people living within 

the area regardless of academic ability.  Examination achievement is regarded as an important 

aspect of the education we provide but not necessarily the only important quality.  

We believe that a number of factors have contributed to this success, of which the hard work of 

the pupils themselves, the support of their parents and the skill and dedication of our teachers 

are the most significant.   

These excellent results demonstrate the effectiveness of high quality teaching coupled with 

strong management systems and team work.  St Mark’s has achieved a consistently good 

standard of examination results for many years now, but we are not complacent and will seek to 

build on this achievement. 

The impact of our work with our young people is clearly demonstrated by the number of pupils 

who have received offers to universities, following their UCAS applications. The tables also 

highlight the greater than average number of our sixth form pupils who go on to further 

education. As a school we give every pupil an opportunity to have life chances that in other 

schools they may not have been given,   

 

I would like to congratulate all those involved in achieving this wonderful 

outcome. 

Elaine Heaphy — Headteacher 
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 STEM 
Pupils took part in a special STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) activity 
day last week sponsored by the Engineering Development Trust. It was a hands-on day 
designed to excite and enlighten pupils on how STEM is fun, interesting and results in a 
rewarding career.  It particularly focused on raising awareness of Engineering, especially 
with female pupils.   

Year 8 pupil Summer Lopez reports: “Our first challenge was the ‘Wind Power 
Challenge’. Our task was to create a strong, stable structure to house a wind turbine. Our 
team, which also included Abdul 8N, Nnamdi 8N and Angela 8M, created a structure that 
looked like an aircraft. We called it the ‘Hornet’. We worked well as a team, trying to 
overcome the challenges we were faced with but, unfortunately, we lost to a Year 7 
team. They worked in harmony and fast, still creating an attractive design. 

The challenge used our persuasive skills to win over the judges. We had to persuade 
them to believe that a specific source of renewable energy was the most feasible. Our 
team had solar power. 

The last challenge used our math and practical skills. We had to charge a buggy with a 
certain amount of volts to reach a certain distance. It was difficult at first, as we did not 
know how to use the buggy or the charger, but with a little experimenting we figured it 
out. We also had to record our results in a line graph. 

In conclusion we all had a challenge-filled day. My favourite activity was the first 
challenge because all of our team contributed really well. Although we did not win, it was 
a great experience.” 

Years 9 & 10 Support Local Charity 
Years 9 & 10 have adopted a local, residential neuro centre for 
their charity focus this term.  Representatives of both year 
groups visited the Jacobs Centre, just outside Harlow, last week 
to talk to Dr Sheila Henderson, Chair of the fundraising group; to 
tour the centre and to meet some of the residents.  The Centre 
supports those with complex long term neurological conditions 
and with brain or spinal injuries who require ongoing support and 
assistance to maximise functional ability. Although funded by the 
NHS many of the small, simple things which make life more 
interesting for the residents are only provided through the fundraising of the Friends of the Centre: 
garden facilities, trips to football matches or the theatre, bird tables outside the window of bed-ridden 
residents so they can watch the birds; toiletries & clothing for those who have no family to visit them.     
Dr Henderson also visited St Mark’s and spoke to all Years 9 & 10 in assembly. 
Here’s what some of those who visited the Jacobs Centre said:“ It was overwhelming; it makes you 

realise how lucky you are.“  “ To see someone near our own age who has been cared for, for 4 years,  

due to a viral infection that affected their brain was saddening.”  “It was different to other hospitals, it was 

more homely.” “ The garden brings them so much pleasure; to be helped to plant seeds and watch them 

grow is simple but brings happiness.”  We hope that we will be able to invite Dr Henderson back to St 

Mark’s at the end of the term and present her with a generous donation.  Please help all you can! 

CHEMISTRY AT READING UNIVERSITY 

The Year 12 Chemistry  
A-level pupils visited the 
Chemistry  Department at 
Reading University for a 
Spectroscopy Workshop. 
We were shown mass, infra-
red  and NMR (nuclear magnetic resonance) machines in action as 
well as having a lecture and a masterclass problem solving session.  

The pictures show the group outside the Chemistry Department 
and  Year 12 pupil Chiko Munyoro being trusted to load a sample into 
the £1 milliion NMR spectrometer.  



Charity Non-uniform Day 10 February  

Friday 10 February will be a Non-uniform Day; pupils may wear their own 

clothes on payment of £1, and all funds raised will be used to support the 

work of a local charity: the Friends of Jacobs and Gardens Neuro Centres in 

High Wych.  These centres care for people of all ages who have complex brain 

injuries as a result of illness, strokes, road traffic accidents etc.   

AS MEDIA AND TV DRAMA 

Last week our AS and A level media pupils were given the fantastic opportunity of exploring   

London and visiting the renowned British Film Institute. During this time, they were given expert 

advice ( by Rob Miller, a film and media consultant) and guidance on how to thoroughly plan, 

practise and respond to the TV Drama section of their exam.  

The afternoon consisted of a once in a lifetime opportunity to meet with Rob Bullock, the award 

winning TV producer of BBC’s ‘The Night Manager’. Here, pupils were able to ask questions, 

give critical views on TV drama and listen to expert intelligence and guidance on how to ‘get into’ media in the real 

world.  A great experience was had by all.       Media Studies Department. 

YEAR 12 LITERATURE WORKSHOPS 

The English department is inviting all our Year 12 Literature pupils to attend a series of 
workshops in preparation for their exams. These 30-40 minute workshops will take place 
in D3 during Thursday lunchtimes and will continue throughout the term.  Each workshop will help pupils 
to enhance their exam revision, planning and practice, sharpen exam technique and explore connections 
between texts.  They will also be introduced to a wide range of tools and techniques for consideration 
when exploring ‘Love Throughout the Ages’. Opportunity will be given to discuss these with other pupils, 
share best practice and come up with their own action plan. 

Keep calm and Get Revising!  During this time, the room will also be available to Year 13 Literature pupils 
who would like help and support with their A2 coursework.     Mrs Eaglestone – Head of English 

Kung Hao Fat Choy – Happy New Year! 

Happy New Year to all our families who will be  

celebrating Chinese New 

Year this weekend.   

2017 is the Year of the 

Rooster;  

according to the  

traditional Chinese zodiac 

those born in a “rooster 

year” have many  

excellent characteristics, 

such as being honest, 

bright, communicative and ambitious. 

. Musical Theatre Ensemble   

Every Tuesday at 1.30pm in the Drama Studio 

We are starting to prepare for the Summer  
musical and are looking for actors,  

performers and singers 

PLEASE COME ALONG!!! HAVE SOME FUN!!! 

Year 9 Careers Carousel has begun well this year.  We have had over 85 pupils attend 
the talks in the school library in the first three sessions. We have been fortunate enough to 
have had talks from professionals sharing their 'working life story' during registration on 
Thursdays and Fridays, from sectors including Accountancy, Construction, Childcare and 
Volunteering, and there are still 18 sessions to come.  
Information leaflets are published to pupils via their Form Tutors but should any pupils  
require information on the forthcoming speakers this information can be found at the Careers Centre   
during any drop in session at break or lunchtime.  
Year 10 have now been issued with their Work Experience ‘Own Find forms’ and are now expected to  
actively seek a placement for the 10th to 21st July 2017.  The forms must be returned to the Careers 
Centre no later than 3rd March 2017, this is to ensure that placements are pre-checked and secured. 



Dates for your Diary 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday 1 February 2017 - 5pm - 7pm 
Internet Safety Day - Tuesday 7 February 2017 
Young Voices at the O2 Arena London - Tuesday 7 February 2017 - 12pm - 10.45pm 
Year 11 English Trip to Poetry Live Event - Corn Exchange Cambridge Wednesday 8 
February 2017 9am—5pm  
Year 9 KS3/4 Options Evening - Thursday 9 February 2017 - 7pm - 9pm 
Non Uniform Day - Friday 10 February 2017 
HALF TERM - MONDAY 13 FEBRUARY TO FRIDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2017 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 
Exam Invigilators 

Required for:  Summer (May and June 2017)  
and subsequent Exam series 

Sessions: 8.30am – 12.30pm and / or 12.30pm – 4.30pm 
Session rate: £32.80 (£8.20 per hour) 

We are seeking to appoint additional Invigilators to supervise pupils taking public examinations.   

Full training will be given. 
============================================================ 

Senior Midday Assistant 

Hours between 1.30pm - 2.30pm 
Monday to Friday  

Rate of pay: £8.58 per hour including fringe allowance 
We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people.   

Appointments are subject to satisfactory medical and enhanced CRB clearance and references. 
Visit our website for full job descriptions and application forms or alternatively call 01279 421267. 

 NETBALL 

St Mark’s Senior girls netball team have reached the 
quarter finals of the U16 Essex cup.   
 
They won it last year and are all Year 10 pupils except 
one, so are playing up an age group.   
 
This is an excellent achievement!!   
Fingers crossed for a place in the semi finals when we 
play Woodlands in 10 days time!! 
Team: Olivia Wiley, Tegan Lintonbon Baker, Hannah  
Bishop, Olivia Burn, Orla Peake, Aimee Price, Tope  
Rajitola, Adele Benfield, Faith Ogedengbe 

 

FOOTBALL 

Year 7 Girls Football Tournament 
The team came second losing only to Passmores 
Players of the tournament as voted by the referee were Ellisa 
Appleton and Issy Tuck. 
BASKETBALL 
Year 9 v Passmores won 26-17   
Most Valued Player: Ivaylo Grigorov. 

Year 10/11 v Passmores won 37-11  
Most Valued Player: Casey Ajayi and Abel Bakare 

This last result of the league means that both teams are 
now Harlow district schools champions once again. Both 
teams remain undefeated for the season. Congratulations 

to both teams for all their hard work. 

Absence Reporting   

From 31st October 2016, St Mark’s began using the ‘Absences’ facility on the 
ParentMail App . This means that you will be able to inform the school of your child’s absence without 
having to telephone or write a letter to explain why they are off school.  
The absence reporting will only work through the ParentMail (PMX) App, so it is important that parents / 
carers download the App onto their iPhone or Android device.  
The App will appear on your device in the following way. You will be able to report absences in 4 easy 
steps:  
1. From the ParentMail App, open ‘Absences’ and select your child’s name.  
2. Select a reason for the absence from a drop down menu.  
3. Select an amount of time that your child is likely to be off school for.  
4. Add a comment / note to clarify the reason for the absence eg Flu, Sickness bug etc, and then send to 
the school.  

SAINSBURY SCHOOL VOUCHERS   

Sainsbury's have begun this year’s ‘Active Kids’ voucher scheme.  

We would be very grateful if parent’s, carers, friends and family 

could donate their vouchers to our school.  

Vouchers can be posted in the collection box at reception. 


