
Packed Houses Enjoy St Mark’s Production of Beauty and the Beast 

The St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School’s annual musical production played to packed houses last 
week, as children and adults enjoyed splendid performances of Beauty and the Beast, over a two night 
run. In addition, 250 primary school children, from five local schools, were enthralled and delighted by a 
special performance put on for them. 

Produced and directed by our Head of Drama, Rachel Chisnall, the production was engaging and full of 
fun. Emma Knudsen was perfect in the role of Belle, James Heinz a suitably fierce, yet sensitive, Beast 
and both were well supported by strong performances from the other principal players. 

The musical accompaniment, performed by staff and pupil musicians under the direction of Sarah 
Kinsella, brought to life Alan Menken’s beautiful score and the school hall was transformed by a stunning 
set created by Art Technician Sharon Carroll, with the aid of pupils from Year 7-13. Mrs Carroll brought 
characters to life by designing and making some very imaginative costumes. 

With a cast of 52 across all age groups, who had rehearsed after school and at weekends, the production 
gave actors, singers, dancers and musicians a special opportunity to showcase their many talents. 

Rachel Chisnall said, “The extremely enthusiastic response from visiting primary school pupils and the 
paying audience exceeded all my expectations and I am incredibly proud of all those who were involved 
in the production.” 
 

Thank you to all the staff, parents and pupils who supported this wonderful occasion. 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 

FIRST HALF TERM 

SPRING 2018 

Welcome  



Year 9 Options Choices 

Options evening for Year 9 took place last evening. Option choices will need to be selected by Friday 2 
March 2018.  To aid you in your decision making, here are just three of the ways that the school can help, 
with the choosing of GCSE Options; 
1. Careers Carousel; every Thursday and Friday in the school library during morning registration. 
Find out which career is being represented, on which day, by looking at the weekly issued 
posters. You can attend any, or even all, of the Careers Carousel sessions. There are a large 
number of  professional representatives, sharing their working life stories, who are happy to 

answer questions. 

2. Access the careers programme that the school provides by going online to 
www.fasttomato.com, where you can take a short survey that will lead you to career suggestions 

and progression routes. 

3. Come into the Careers Centre, during drop in sessions any break or lunchtime, to speak to 

either Mrs Moon or Mr Rowland about your interests or for information. 

Inspiration and Individuality 

Spectroscopy   

The Year 12 pupils visited the Spectroscopy department at Reading University to 

experience the specialised equipment at first hand.  
 

The pupils enjoyed the experience and gained more knowledge about             

spectroscopy and spectrometry  
 

Report by Sneha Sunil and Mokshada Godambe (Year 12) 
  

 

Farnham Festival Song-Writing Competition 

St Mark’s Music Department is delighted to announce that Dorothy Nguyen (11 

Fisher) has won a song-writing competition. Composer Melanie Thorne was 

commissioned to write a piece for the Farnham Festival, a series of musical 

events bringing together scores of young musicians from a wide variety of 

ensembles and backgrounds. Searching for the perfect lyrics demonstrating the 

viewpoints and priorities of today’s youth, she reached out to schools for 

inspiration. Dorothy stepped up to the mark and her lyrics were chosen. Summing 

up her thoughts and feelings, Dorothy’s chorus states: 

 

‘It’s about time we changed our ways, 

Open our eyes and realise 

That our futures are just a step away. 

It’s about time we changed our ways, 

Open our eyes and realise 

That there’s more to life than just fun and games.’ 

Year 5 and 6 HIGH ACHIEVERS   

The High Achievers’ programme at St Mark’s is designed to support Year 5 and 6  

pupils. High Achievers are pupils that have been identified as those who have the  

potential to achieve or exceed expectations.  Our next opportunity to participate in the 

High Achievers’ programme for Year 5 and 6 will be on Tuesday 20 March 2018. 

The PE department will be leading this event, all children will be required to 

wear trainers.  The event will begin at 3.45pm and finish at 5.45pm.   

For more details contact Mrs Long.  

The premier of the piece, scored for 

wind, piano and youth choir, will be  

performed at the Great Hall in Farnham 

on Wednesday 21st March.  

http://www.fasttomato.com


Respect 

Year 12 ‘Upskill’ Day 

On Tuesday 6th February, 35 Year 12 pupils took part in an event called ‘UpSkill’, which was delivered 
by Visionpath, as part of the ‘Price Bailey Inspires Careers’ programme.  Price Bailey are a local            
accountancy firm . 

The pupils were led through a planning process by Matt Kepple the facilitator and a team of  
volunteer mentors from Price Bailey. They were to develop an innovative product that they pitched to The 
Tigers Cage panel with Patrick Philpott, the Founder of Visionpath, and Paul Fox, a Senior Manager 
working in the City of London office of Price Bailey.   

Throughout the day the pupils gained skills in thinking creatively, problem solving, collaboration and  
self-expression, as well as presenting. The winning team, led by Vicky Cox was called 'Your Hands', they  
developed a booking system phone app which could be used for several purposes including the  
checking of the availability of doctors and appointments, without having to call a surgery.  The winners  
all received £25 worth of iTunes vouchers. 

Learning and Success 

Holocaust 

As part of commemorations for Holocaust Memorial Day on 27th January 2018, History and Theology 
pupils from years 10, 11 12 and 13 took part in a Holocaust Survivor Webcast on Friday 26th January, 
led by the Holocaust Educational Trust. They listened to Janine Webber's Holocaust experience. Janine 
was born in 1932 in Poland; after Nazi Occupation in 1939, she experienced life in a Jewish Ghetto,  
being separated from her family, and living in hiding and in fear that she was not to survive. The entire 
audience was captivated by her story, and pupils wrote to Janine after the webcast to express their   
emotions and thanks. They also looked at how, although the Holocaust was over 70 years ago, there are 
still significant lessons that can be learned from it. It was a truly harrowing 
account, but one of personal bravery. We thank Janine for spending her 
time sharing her experience. You can find out more about Janine's story 
here: https://www.het.org.uk/survivors-janine-webber  

https://www.het.org.uk/survivors-janine-webber


 

Netball  

Year 9 v Burnt Mill won 13-3  

PoM Lauryn De-Souza 

Seniors v Burnt Mill won 22-8  

PoM Tope Rajitola 

Essex plate quarter finals 

Year 10 v Grays lost 17-19  

PoM Tayo Rajitola 

 

Netball Essex cup 

Seniors v Coopers Coburn  from Upminster won 36-17 

PoM Olivia Burn and Tope Rajitola 

The team is now through to quarter final against Barking 
Abbey 

 

Basketball 

West Essex Senior basketball final v West Hatch 

In a close fought game St Mark's were in the lead during 
the first half with fine play from Rae Hines Rogers, Curtis 
Lokende and Daynyus Halinauskas.  

In the second half, West Hatch found their rhythm and 
took a 6 point lead. Chasing hard St Mark's put the     
pressure on in the last quarter and Cherub Jaladi scored a 
3 pointer to cut the lead to 1. The clock then ran out    
leaving the final score 32-33 to West Hatch. The          
overall player of the Match was Daynyus Halinauskas. 

 

Basketball v Burnt Mill 

Year 8 won 46-9   PoM Joseph Kubiak 

Year 10/11 won 72-10  PoM Rae Hines Rogers 

 

 

Football  
Year 9 v Passmores won 5-0  
PoM Ryan O'Byrne with a hat trick. 
 
Year 10 v Passmores lost 1-4  
PoM Leslie Oheneba 
 
Year 7 Tournament 
Team A won 1, drew 1 and lost 1 PoT Abdul  
Kazeem 
========================================= 

Year 7 boys tournament at Passmores 

Team A won 1 drew 3          PoT     Abdul Kazeem 

Team B Drew 2 Lost 2          PoT     Callum Stringer 

Senior Girls v Passmores won 6-2  
PoM Abbie Dossetter 
========================================= 

Year 8 Futsal tournament with Stewards and  

Passmores 

Won the final against Passmores 1-0.  
PoT Jakub Staskiewicz 
========================================= 

Year 7 - 7-a-side tournament. 

Two teams went to this and the A team won 1 and 
drew 2 PoT Prince Da Cruz. 

B team lost 2 and won 1 PoT Kai Young 

========================================= 

Girls football tournaments 

Seniors won 2 games lost 1 PoT 

Yr 7 came 4th in the district  
PoT Keren Loko and Shaneze Nganga 

========================================= 

PoM (Player of the Match) 

PoT (Player of the Tournament) 

Confidence 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 
Learning Support Assistant 

LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANT (Term time only) 

Current Salary £11,048 – £11,705 including outer fringe 

 8.40am – 3.30pm; Monday to Friday (fixed term for one year)

============================================================ 

Visit our website for full job descriptions and application forms or alternatively call 01279 421267. 


