
 

The last few weeks have been full to bursting—the Year 11 and Year 13 Leavers’ Services, the Year 11 

Prom, the inductions for our new Year 12 and 7 pupils, Year 5 Enterprise Day and the list goes on and 

on. Each event has been a wonderful occasion, supported by fantastic staff, governors, pupils and 

parents. I am always so proud and privileged to be the Headteacher of such an amazing school and I 

would like to thank each member of our school family for all their support, hard work and care of others 

throughout the whole of this academic year.             

There are a few members of staff that I would like to recognise at this point. Each of them have given 

service to St Mark’s and especially to the pupils that they have taught or supported. Each of them is 

moving on to new roles or retiring. It is therefore with great regret that we say goodbye to the following 

staff: Mrs Gunn, Lay Chaplain, who has given 43 years dedicated service to the school and our local 

community, in her current role and previously as an Assistant Headteacher; Mr Walsh, Director of 

Finance, who has given 29 years dedicated service to the school, in his current role and previously as a 

Deputy Headteacher ; Mrs Jenkins, Office Manager, who has given 29 years dedicated service to the 

school and our local community; Mrs Harding, Head of Learning Area, Business Studies, Economics and 

ICT, who has given 15 years dedicated service to the school and our local community; Ms Byrne, Head 

of Languages, who has given 6 years dedicated service to the school and our local community; Ms De 

Ponte, English teacher. I wish them well in their new endeavours.  

We look forward to celebrating with our A level pupils on 16 August from 10.30am and our GCSE pupils 

on 23 August from 10.30am, when they collect their examination results.  

I would like to wish you all a restful, safe and happy summer holiday, and 

look forward to seeing you all again in September.  

 

Dates to remember 
 

Wednesday 18 July 2018 school finishes at 12.30pm 
 
Wednesday 5 September 2018 - Years 7 and 10 return to school at 8.50am 
Wednesday 5 September 2018 - Year 12 return to school at 10am 
 
Thursday 6 September 2018 - All years return to school at 
8.50am 
 
Thursday 27 September - School closes at 1.30pm to prepare 
for Open Day 
 

St Mark’s West Essex Catholic School 

SUMMER 2018 

Welcome  



Respect 

Speak Out 

Hats off to Sophie Noble (10 Hume) for a superb performance in 
the West Essex final of the Jack Petchey Speakout Challenge! 
Representing St Mark's against 16 other finalists from secondary 
schools throughout the region, Sophie's thought-provoking speech 
highlighted the everyday travails of those with ginger hair.  At 
times serious, at times humorous, the speech was well-received 
by the audience.  

The Mayor of Epping and MP Eleanor Laing, part of the judging 
panel and pictured here with Sophie, praised the contestants for 
their confidence and fluency and highlighted the importance of 
public speaking. Well done to Sophie and all the Year 10s who 
took part in the Speakout workshops this year, which were    
sponsored by the Jack Petchey Foundation.  They will run again 
next year for the new Year 10s.  

Learning and Success 

Athletic Success 

Hikmat Kazeem, Israel Adjei, Grace Iyinbor and Millie 
Upton represented West Essex in the Essex county 
championships at Chelmsford athletics stadium. 
Hikmat -10th in the 100m; Israel- 11th in the javelin 
Grace 3rd in the hurdles final; Millie 7th in the long 
jump.  

Well done on your achievements at the county 
event!  

Jack Petchey  

Kara Bull won this prestigious award due to her     
exceptional 
leadership and 
dedication to the 
girls’ football 
team. She has 
chosen to spend 
the money on a 
trip to West 
Ham’s football 
ground and        
purchased a 
team jacket for 
each player on 
the football 
team. Well done 

Kara!  

British Heart 

Foundation 

Over the past 
two weeks, 
Year 7 and 8 
pupils have  
taken part in the 
‘Call, Push, 
Rescue’ course 
funded by the 
British Heart 
Foundation  
during their PE 
lessons.  

This course has given St Mark’s pupils the opportunity to 
learn vital life-saving skills such as; CPR and the        
recovery position. Well done to all the pupils who      
completed this course!  

Music Exam Successes 

Congratulations go to the following pupils for their       

excellent results: 

Emily Day: Music Theory Grade 5 (Merit) 

Ijeoma Nwagwu: Piano Grade 2 (Merit) 

Ivor Price: Drums Grade 3 (Merit) 

Phoebe Taylor: Piano Grade 1 (Distinction) 

Farewell to Sarah Kinsella 

 

St Mark’s singers said goodbye in style to singing teacher Mrs    
Sarah Kinsella this term. Mrs Kinsella has been working with our 
young vocalists for nearly 15 years, coaching them through their 
Music Theatre exams, patiently teaching them their numbers for 
school productions, and accompanying school concerts and the  
annual Christmas Carol Service.  

She has played an enormous role in the musical and artistic life of 
St Mark’s and will be sorely missed. We wish her all the very best 
for a well-deserved and peaceful ‘retirement’.  



Respect 

Congratulations Kiki! 

Kiki Banjoko, 9 Elgar, recently attended a special     

celebration at St Mary and St Helen’s Cathedral in 

Brentwood where he was presented with the         

Brentwood Citizenship Award for St Mark’s, by Bishop 

Alan.   

Kiki was           

nominated because 

of the way he lives 

his faith in his daily 

life.  He shares his 

faith with others,  is 

kind, generous, 

contributes a great 

deal to the life of 

the school and   

inspires his peers.    

Congratulations, 

Kiki! 

 

Learning and Success 

School out of time 

Last week a group of Year 7 pupils had the wonderful 

opportunity to read and evaluate a local author's novel, 

(that is still a work-in-progress). 

Pupils read the opening chapters and completed a 

questionnaire, so they could reflect on the characters, 

the plot and other aspects 

of the novel.  

The author John          

Halden, who was a  

teacher at this school  

several years ago, found 

the feedback extremely 

helpful and useful. He 

thanked pupils saying he 

would be acknowledging 

them in his book.   

 English Department 

ST MARK’S PUPIL RECEIVES DIANA AWARD 

Year 11 pupil, Tegan Lintonbon-Baker, has received a Diana Award for  
volunteers.  The Diana Awards were established  in 1999 by the  
Government,  who wanted to continue Princess Diana’s legacy through a formal 
way of recognising young people who go above and beyond the expected in their 
local communities.  

Tegan has volunteered for 5 years with school netball teams and a local netball 
club, coaching young players. She attends training sessions and matches for both 
her school teams and her local club, working on training drills, improving technique 
and monitoring play in matches to identify areas for further development.  Already, 
in this academic year alone, she has volunteered 150 hours. 

Tegan’s positive impact on a large number of girls has helped raise self-confidence 
and self-esteem in young players, as their skills improve and they achieve success.  
Teachers and pupils refer to Tegan as a positive role model. Younger pupils      
recognise her commitment and selflessness for their benefit, and the success she 
has achieved as a player herself has inspired them and they look up to her. 

 

Tegan will attend a special ceremony in London in July, where she will receive her award. She is also  
invited to visit Althorp House in Northants during the summer; this is the ancestral home of Princess Diana. 

On hearing of the honour, Tegan said, “ I was surprised to be nominated as I was just enjoying my volunteer work 

and not expecting any awards.  I am delighted to receive the award and grateful to everyone at St Mark’s who   

contributed to my nomination.” 

Year 8 Charity Week   

Our Year 8 pupils worked hard arranging various fun events, including ‘Sponge 

the Teacher’ around the school recently to raise a considerable amount of money 

that will be divided across two charities.   

£176.59 was raised for Save the Children and £200 toward CAFOD.  Well done Year 8! 

 



 

Confirmation 

Bishop Allan was      

welcomed to Holy Cross 

Church for the          

Sacrament of           

Confirmation  

on 27 June 2018.   

We would like to  

congratulate all the  

candidates on this    

special occasion. 

 
Mr Rowley - RE 

Spirituality 

Year 8 Class Liturgies. 

Over the past couple of 

months all Year 8 RE 

classes have been  

planning, preparing and 

presenting individual class 

liturgies with their teachers 

and our Lay Chaplain, Mrs 

Gunn.   

Pupils have selected 

themes, readings, written 

their own reflections and 

prayers and shared their 

many skills and talents to 

produce thoughtful, prayerful liturgies which they have shared with family members and our staff.  We were very 

grateful to Deacon Michael who attended the services and gave a short comment and the blessing.  We were also 

grateful to the Cafeteria staff for providing refreshments which were served after the services.   

Thank you, and well done, to all the readers, actors, musicians, singers, writers, artists and dancers who 

contributed. 

West Essex Deanery Catholic Schools’ Mass 

 

St Mark’s joined with partner schools in West 

Essex,  at Holy Cross Church, to celebrate 

our  annual Deanery Mass on June 26
th
.    

  

300 pupils and staff from St Alban’s, St 

Luke’s, Holy Cross and St Mark’s Harlow, St 

Thomas More Saffron Walden and St John 

Fisher Loughton, worshipped  together at the 

Mass concelebrated by the Deanery clergy; it 

was a very special occasion.   



 Rounders 
St Mark’s v St Nicholas 

Year 7 played their first ever rounders' game on     
Tuesday 22 May against St Nicholas.  We chose to field 
first and from that point we dominated the game.  
There was an excellent catch off the first ball from 
Polina Halinauskas and some super batting from both 
Keren Loko and Maddy Knight.  The final score was St 
Mark's win 22-7.5.  Hollie Hazell was awarded player of 
the match for her excellent bowling and batting.   
 

Well done girls - what a cracking first game. 
 

Mrs Larke - PE 

Confidence and Teamwork 

District Rounders'  

Year 7s came third in their first ever district tournament!  
They were nervous in the first game and narrowly lost 
but won by over 6 rounders in the final 2 games. 

Captain Brianna Sekindi 

Player of the tournament : Shaneze Nganga 

 

 

 

Year 8 girls also came third in the District rounders    
tournament.  

 
Player of the tournament Ellisa Appleton  

 

Well done girls! 

Year 7 Charity Week 

St Mark’s Year 7s raised £247.58 for the British Heart 

Foundation during their charity week. Fundraising events 

included; an inter-form dodgeball competition and selling pin 

badges.  

Each form also raised funds for the British Heart Foundation 

by running events such as ‘how many sweets in the jar’, 

‘guess the name of the teddy’ and the ‘balloon pop’.  

Well done to all of Year 7 on their tremendous effort to raise 

money for such a good cause.  

Miss E. Webster  



Summer Theatre Challenge 2018  

 
                Harlow Playhouse 

Yr 9 and above 

Monday 20th through to Friday 24th August 

9.00am – 3.30pm 

One week, One original piece of Theatre 
 

Confidence and Creativity 

Sounds of Essex Music Festival 

The St Mark’s Vocal Group was thrilled to be invited to take part in the Sounds of Essex Music Festival on Saturday 

30
th
 June in Chelmsford. The event was run by the Essex Music Hub and involved young performers from across 

the county. We joined forces with other singers on the day to perform a very varied set of numbers. ‘I See Fire’, the 

solo of which was delivered beautifully by Year 11 pupil Sophie Candler, was followed by an equally impressive 

choral arrangement of ‘Think’. The band accompaniment for this number was most impressive, again expertly 

provided by young Essex-based musicians. We are very much looking forward to taking part in this annual event 

next year. 

IT’S FREE! 
Choose Drama to devise and perform the Play! 

Choose Dance to be part of The Livewire Dance Troupe! 
Choose Music to be a part of the The Livewire Band and devise new music!  

 
Contact us Sam Ashford via Livewire Theatre on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,  

email livewiretheatre@live.com, Or Call 07974 241647 or talk to us directly  
at a Livewire session to book your place or find out more! 



GCSE Geography Fieldtrips 

On Wednesday the 20 June, 45 Year 10 pupils travelled to Rye Meads Nature Reserve at Stanstead Abbotts to 

complete their physical Geography fieldwork. The aim of the day was to investigate the differences in biodiversity 

between two ponds. Pupils first collected different invertebrates from each of the ponds and then tried their best to 

identify them using species identification sheets.   

Pupils enjoyed pond-dipping!    Draper Pond.                Pupils identifying invertebrates 

On Thursday the 21 June, the year 10 pupils went on their second fieldtrip to look at the human Geography in two 

contrasting coastal towns. The pupils travelled to Frinton-on-Sea and then, after conducting fieldwork, walked on to 

Walton-on-the-Naze. The pupils collected data on traffic, pedestrians and even asked members of the public 

questionnaires. Lunch for most consisted of fish and chips by the sea, before a final afternoon of collecting data. 

Now all that needs to be done is write up the day’s events over the summer! 

Pupils completing pedestrian surveys on    Environmental surveys were completed at the sea front. 

Frinton High Street 

Learning Through Experience 

Year 10 Pupils Work Experience.  

We are delighted that Year 10 will once again be going out on Work Experience.  

We would like to express our gratitude to the employers, whether locally based or further afield, as well as the 
parents and the pupils for being so proactive this year.  

We hope the placements provide a good insight into what the 'world of work' is all about and that this is reflected in 
both the pupils’ work experience diaries and the feedback forms that will be issued on their return in September.  

We would like to wish them the very best of luck in this new adventure. 

 



Learning and Success 

World Champion - Gold! 

Congratulations to our very own Year 9, Madison Dawkins who competed in the World 

Championships for Tap Dancing in Barcelona, Spain earlier this month.  Madison was 

competing against the best of the best from 32 different countries from around the world.   

Among the talent were various traditional dance styles.  Madison was unanimously 

awarded a Gold medal first place by 8 judges.  

What a fantastic achievement Madison, very well done. 

Fifth Pillar of Islam

- Hajj, pilgrimage 

This term our Year 7s 
are learning about the 
Fifth Pillar of Islam- Hajj, 
pilgrimage.  

Presented by Miss  
Shalma. Pupils are 
Prince and Lily in 7M  

Poetry Games comes to St Mark’s 

A number of our pupils entered the ‘poetry games’ 
competition earlier this year, and what a success we 
had! The following pupils are now published poets!  
Congratulations to Kristie Martins, Jinthiya Kalaiselvan, 
Summer Lopez, Geanina Mituletu, Toni- Ann 
Thompson, Ilaye Ozomoru and Jake 
Joseph.  

Well done to the above pupils, we are 

very proud of you. 

Junior Maths Challenge Success 2018 

94 St Mark’s pupils from Years 7 & 8 took part in this 

year’s UKMT Junior Maths Challenge, achieving 2 

Gold, 11 Silver and 20 Bronze certificates. 

 

Year 7 Winners: 

Gold:  Samuel Bedford (Best in Year & School) 
Silver:  Jinthiya Kalaiselvan,  
George Snowdon, Luke Gant 
Bronze:  Bartosz Musielak, Liana Joseph, 
Kobi Roget, Jake Coles, Jerome Joby, 
Joe Thomas, Theresa Martins, Alessia Massey, 
Harry Milsom, Mohaned Besheya 
 
Special mention goes to Year 7 pupil, Samuel 

Bedford, who was awarded ‘Best in School’ (beating 

all the Years 8s!) . 

Year 8 Winners: 

Gold:  Hannah Hopkins (Best in Year) 

Silver:  Andrew Maghari, Caitlin Ayres,  

Oliver Miziolek, PJ Fausto, George Lieu,  

Chloe Cheung, Ciaran Bruton, Emelia De Freitas 

Bronze:  Wiktoria Siemiginowska,  

Phoebe Taylor, Ivana Domozetska, Toby Reed-

Langley, Anita Davidson, Abdullah Waseem, 

Adrians Fedorovics, Israel Adjei, 

Larissa Matheus, Jakub Staskiewicz 


