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Welcome
I am delighted that you are considering applying to St Mark’s Sixth

Form at an exciting time in our development. St Mark’s is already 

very well established and respected as a provider of post-16 education.

The diverse and challenging curriculum, along with the enrichment

opportunities we offer, will ensure that we will continue to build upon

our achievements so far.  We are an inclusive Sixth Form that treats

each student individually and with the care they deserve. Our aim is

for every student to develop into independent young adults ready to

enter the next stage of their lives, whether that be higher education,

an apprenticeship or employment.

St Mark’s continues to draw from all the schools in Harlow – and beyond;

we offer a challenging but supportive environment where students

will be nurtured and encouraged to achieve the best results they can.

We believe that all students achieve best when they study in a structured

and supportive environment with a strong pastoral system offering

guidance, specifically tailored to each individual’s needs. 

Our most recent Ofsted Inspection noted the care and guidance we

give to our students as an outstanding element of the school.

We offer exceptional Sixth Form facilities and resources that enable our

students to develop their own identity within the school and to study

within a professional and studious environment. We see it as our 

responsibility not only to equip students with the best qualifications,

but also to help them develop the wider skills that they need to have

for university, further education and employment.

I know that students will be both happy and successful at St Mark’s,

making the progress that will provide them with the qualifications, skills

and experiences they need to excel in the future. It is very important

that students and parents take time over the important decision of

what to study at post-16. I urge applicants to visit our Sixth Form, talk

to our staff and students and make the decision to come to St Mark’s.

Mr J Connolly - Head of Sixth Form
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Getting to St Mark’s
•     By Car

      St Mark’s is located in Tripton Road (CM18 6AA for SatNav), just off 

      Second Avenue. Unfortunately we have no car parking facilities for

      students, and those who choose to drive to school are reminded 

      to park, with consideration for the local residents, in the surrounding 

       streets.

•     Cycling 

      We have secure facilities for students to lock their bicycles during the 

      day. The school is located near to a cycle path and is 15 minutes 

      cycling distance from Church Langley, 15 Minutes from Staple Tye.

•     By Bus

      There are a number of bus routes that stop directly outside the 

      school. See local bus timetables for details. 

•     On Foot

      Students who live within a two mile radius are encouraged to walk

      to school. Not only does this make good environmental sense it 

      also encourages personal fitness and healthy living.

      St Mark’s is a 10 minute walk from the town centre via a 

      pedestrian pathway.

Application Process 
Please find the Application Form at the back of this Prospectus.

When completed, return to Mrs Alison Cole (PA to the Sixth Form).

24 January                  Deadline for Internal applications to 

                                       St Mark’s Sixth Form

7 February                   Deadline for External applications to 

                                       St Mark’s Sixth Form

24 April                    Final date for confirming conditional offers

29 June                         St Mark’s Sixth Form Induction Day

20 August                   GCSE Results released. Students need to complete 

                                         the Sixth Form acceptance form and return it, 

                                       with your results, to the Sixth Form team.

                                       Enrolment commences for students from 10.30 

                                       am 1.00 pm

21 August                     Enrolment commences for students from 

                                       10.30 am – 1.00 pm

3 September (tbc)      Start of term and commencement 

                                       of studies 
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University 
Employment

Any AS/A2 course 
including those
in Mathematics, 
Science, Engineering
and Languages

If you achieve 5+
Grade 9 - 4 
including 

Mathematics,
English, Double
Science or a

Language Grade 
5/6 or above

University 
Employment

• AS/A2 course
in the Humanities 
and Social

Sciences, Creative 
and Expressive 
Arts or Business, 
Finance and 

Computer Science

If you achieve 5+
Grade 4 including
Mathematics,
English and
Science

AS/A2 Level 
Employment

GCSE
Mathematics
and/or English 
re-sits

BTEC Level 2 
Business 
Enterprise

If you achieve
5+ Grade 3 
including
Mathematics
and English

Section 1 
Courses and Pathways

Section 2
Courses Admissions
Criteria
All applicants applying for A Levels are required to have achieved the

standard equivalent of a GCSE grade 4 or above in Mathematics and

English. However, given the differing challenges of some A Level courses,

there are individual requirements for certain subjects; these are stated

in the subject information. In the case of oversubscription St Mark’s 

admissions authority will apply the admissions criteria used for 

admissions to Key Stage 3/4 below.

1     Looked After Children or previously Looked After Children

2.   Catholic children attending a Catholic primary school or non 

      Catholic primary school in the catchment area, with those living 

      closest to the school, being accorded the highest priority

3.    Catholic children from elsewhere who cannot reasonably attend 

      another Catholic school nearer their home, with priority given to 

      those who have the furthest to travel to the nearest alternative 

      Catholic school

4.   Other children attending a Catholic primary school in the 

      catchment area, with those living closest to the school, being 

      accorded the highest priority

5.    Children committed Christians of other traditions or committed 

      adherents of other faiths, whose application is supported by a 

      minister or religious leader, with those living closest to the school

      being accorded the highest priority

6.   Children whose parents wish them to continue their education 

      in a Catholic secondary environment, with those living closest 

      to the school, being accorded the highest priority
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Working with Students and Parents to Ensure Success
St Mark’s Sixth Form is committed to ensuring that all students achieve

to the highest level they can. To ensure this we have a number of support

networks that provide pastoral, financial and academic guidance.

Parental Involvement
Support from parents/carers and teachers helps students to feel secure

and enables them to learn and develop in a purposeful and secure environment.

Parents/carers will be given details of attendance, progress and

achievement and will be informed at an early stage if there are any

concerns relating to this. In addition parents/carers will be informed 

of any unexplained absences and/or persistent lateness.

Parents Consultation Evenings 
These evenings, held in January, provide an opportunity for parents/carers

and students to ask any questions or share information or concerns they

may have. These evenings are also complemented by progress checks and

reports that provide a point of discussion about the progress of students.  

Parents/carers will receive full information of the consultation evening

in advance of the event. However, if parents/carers have concerns about

the attendance, motivation and achievement of their son/daughter

they are advised to phone 01279 421267 and request an appointment

with the Form Tutor in the first instance.

Student Timetables 
Students will be issued with their timetables in September and we

recommend that parents/carers familiarise themselves with this. Parental

access to timetable information can help students in managing their 

education. 

A list of key dates and school closures can be found on the school 

calendar section of the website. The school day runs from 8.50 a.m. –

3.30 p.m. and students are required to register every morning and 

afternoon – unless absence is authorised in advance. Students will 

receive 4.5 hours per week of teaching (per subject) and will also 

have ‘Supervised Study’ to ensure that they stay on track.

Part time work
Many students have part-time work which provides a useful source of

income; it gives valuable work experience, a sense of responsibility

and skills which will help in applications to university and employment

later on. However, it must be remembered that students have a full-time

education to commit to and part-time work cannot come before this.

Therefore it is recommended that students do not take on voluntary

or paid work that exceeds 12 hours per week. 

Progression after St Mark’s 
The majority of students who completed their studies at St Mark’s go

on to further studies at University (historically over 85%). This reflects

the outstanding levels of achievement that our students reach, as well

as, our high aspirations for them. Students are supported in the writing

of personal statements and the completion of UCAS forms. 

In addition we arrange visits to University Open Days and Higher 

Education Fairs. Details of Open Days and University Recruitment

events are publicised in the Sixth Form Centre. For those students who

seek employment or work-based training we offer extensive support

with the application process, mock interviews and the writing of CVs.



Form Tutors and Pastoral Support & Guidance 
Each student is allocated a Tutor Group and receives a Form Tutor, with

whom they must register twice a day.  The role of the Form Tutor is to

provide pastoral support and guidance to the students, as well as, 

academic monitoring.  

The Form Tutor is the first point of contact for any concerns that parents

may have. In addition, they will monitor student attendance and check

compliance with homework and coursework.  The Form Tutor is also

the person who will write UCAS references and other testimonials and

has an important role as the ‘critical friend’ of the student. In addition

students have both a Pastoral and Enrichment Assistant Sixth Form

Leader, to oversee their progress during their studies. Both work closely

with the Head of Sixth Form to ensure a positive experience.  

Further support is provided through a variety of opportunities for students

who may require some support for emotional or behavioural needs,

including Learning Mentors and counsellors from Young Concern who

see students in school on a regular basis.

The school also has links with health professionals, the Education

Welfare Service and family support teams. 

Enrichment 
In the Sixth Form, it is essential that students are challenged and given

opportunities to develop beyond the regular curriculum. As part of our

enrichment programme, we aim to give students the chance to support

their studies in a variety of ways and to prepare them for life after school. 

At St Mark’s, our Sixth Form students are expected to take part in 4

strands of enrichment. These are academic, social, skills and careers. 

As part of their commitment to the school, the Sixth Form students

take a significant role in open days and recruitment drives. They lead 

assemblies, perform prefect duties and support Year 7 and 8 pupils

with paired reading.

The school has forged strong relationships with outside agencies and

there are numerous opportunities for students to work with them.

These include Roadster, from Safer Essex Roads Partnership, who offer

a one day event that raises awareness of many of the issues young

drivers face. This day also offers the experience of off road driving tuition.

Visionpath (sponsored by Price Bailey) offer one to one mentoring,

mock interviews and CV advice. There are numerous opportunities to

prepare for university, and career related learning is an essential element

of the curriculum throughout Year 12 and 13. Our aim is for all of our

students to leave our school having made the right choice, having 

had an enjoyable two years making academic progress and with the

confidence that they are ready for the next stage of their lives.

Careers Information Advice and Guidance (CIAG)
We have an extensive programme of CIAG and we work to ensure that

students are fully aware of options for the future. Careers information is

published in the Sixth Form Centre and is available in the Careers Library.

Students are given support with application forms, CVs, work experience/

shadowing placements and ‘mock’ interviews.

16-19 Bursary 
The Government have provided funding for a scheme that enables

students in financial difficulty to claim financial support for defined

costs relating to school. Applications can be made in September, January

and May; students and parents will need to evidence that they meet

the income criteria and provide this evidence to the assessment 

committee. Full details and an application form are available from 

the Sixth Form Admin Office. 
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Section 3
Mathematics, Engineering
and Science
•     Mathematics
•     Further Mathematics
•     Biology
•    Chemistry
•     Physics 
•     Product Design  
•     Physical Education

Mathematics
Mathematics is essential in many aspects of the modern world, for 

example, the technology that provides us with iPhones, the security

involved in banking transactions, telecommunications, online booking

systems, engineering processes as well as investment strategies.  

Mathematics is the language of nature and can be used to analyse and

control our environment. Scientific and industrial advances would never

happen without mathematics. In short, mathematics has transformed

the way we live our lives.

If you aspire to study any of the following subjects at university, it is

essential that you study A Level Mathematics:  Mathematics,  Statistics,

Physics, Astronomy, Engineering, Computer Science and Economics.

A Level Mathematics is very useful for the following disciplines:  

Medicine, Architecture, Biology, Chemistry, Social Science and Psychology.

Regardless of your future career plans, A Level Mathematics teaches

you to think logically, process information with accuracy, understand

and manipulate figures and problem-solve. All of these skills are highly

regarded by employers.

This is a two-year course, though all students will be entered for the

AS qualification at the end of the first year, regardless of whether they

intend to continue with the course in Year 13.  Across both years, you

will study Pure topics (e.g. Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus),

Statistics and Mechanics.

Examining Body: AQA

Entry Requirement: Minimum GCSE Mathematics Grade 6

Further Mathematics
Some universities prefer students to have studied a wider range of

mathematical topics for entry onto some of their courses.  Further 

Mathematics is a distinct A Level and can only be studied if you are 

already taking Mathematics A Level.

The content includes a wider breadth of study in Pure Mathematics

and also includes some optional content drawing from Statistics, 

Mechanics and Discrete Mathematics. The course is offered subject to

student demand and staffing availability.

Examining Body: AQA

Entry Requirement: Mathematics GCSE Grade 8 
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Biology
Biology is a key science related to our understanding of the world and

living organisms. It is essential for some careers and is widely accepted

for a range of degrees including Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science,

Pharmacy, Physiotherapy and Radiography. AS/A2 Biology combines

theoretical work with practical experimentation and develops both

subject knowledge and scientific skills. You will have the opportunity

to study many aspects of the living world in depth and to expand your

knowledge and understanding of the complex symbiotic relationships

between organisms and their environments.

Examining Body: AQA

Entry Requirement: GCSE Biology Grade 6 or GCSE 

Trilogy Science Grade 6

Chemistry
Chemistry is an ideal subject if you are interested in science and are

planning a science based career. It opens up the fascinating world of

the unseen and will enable you to understand why our environment

is like it is. By examining how the ‘building blocks’ of our planet are

assembled you will come to marvel at how so much diversity can come

from so few basic ‘raw materials’.

There is a significant difference between the science course you followed

at GCSE and A Level Chemistry, but this transition will be bridged by

individual private study. Tasks will be given to help you to acquire the

skills needed to study at a higher level. You will need to demonstrate 

a confident and proficient use of mathematics.

A Level Chemistry is an ideal preparation for a wide range of careers 

in the science field. These include: Pharmaceutical Industry, Chemical

Engineering, Medicine, Veterinary Science, Petro-chemicals and Dentistry.

It can also provide a good foundation for further study at Degree level

in a whole range of other courses.

Examining Body: EDEXCEL

Entry Requirement: GCSE Chemistry Grade 6 or GCSE 

Trilogy Science Grade 6  

Physics
This exciting course will help you to develop essential knowledge and

understanding in Physics and where appropriate, the application of

Physics, together with the skills needed for its use in new and changing

situations. It will help you to develop an understanding of the link 

between theory and experiment.  

It will teach you to see the importance of Physics as a human endeavour

which interacts with social, philosophical, economic and social matters.

It will encourage you to develop an appreciation of how Physics has

developed and is used in present day society.

Physics is a mathematical subject. Students taking Physics should have

a firm grasp of Mathematics.

A/S and A Level are highly regarded qualifications and provide entry to

a wide range of scientific, applied science and engineering courses at

University. Physics is a preferred subject for medicine and paramedical

subjects. Employers regard it highly.

Examining Body: EDEXCEL

Entry Requirement: GCSE Physics Grade 6 or GCSE 

Trilogy Science Grade 6



Product Design  
This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives students the

practical skills, theoretical knowledge and confidence to succeed in 

a number of careers. Especially those in the creative industries.

Students will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental 

and economic influences on design and technology, whilst enjoying

opportunities to put their learning in to practice by producing a

variety of products.  Students will gain a real understanding of what 

it means to be a designer, alongside the knowledge and skills sought

by higher education and employers.

St Mark’s has a long tradition of success in this subject and past students

have gained places on many related university courses; these include,

Product Design, Industrial Design, Architecture, Automotive Design,

Interior Design, Engineering and Aeronautical Engineering.

We have an extremely well equipped department and highly 

experienced teaching staff with a proven track record at this level.

Examining Body: AQA

Entry Requirement: A good pass in a related subject area is 

preferable but not always essential

Physical Education
Students will study a range of topics that provide continuity with the

GCSE syllabus and its approach to the assessment of PE.

The assessment will incorporate both performance and knowledge 

of the subject area of PE. These include Anatomy and Physiology, 

Biomechanics, Skill Acquisition, Sport Psychology and Sport in Society.

You will assess practical activities in structured practices and competitive

situations for your sport, as coursework. This will give the opportunity

for you to offer your own personal specialisms for practical assessment.

This course can lead to a career as a Sports Coach, Physical Training 

Instructor or can allow progression on to university to study Sports

Science. This can, in turn, open a range of career opportunities including

the chance to become a Sports Psychologist, a teacher of PE, or to follow

various careers in the Sports and Leisure industry.

Examining Body: EDEXCEL

Entry Requirement: GCSE Grade 4 and/or Core Science 

or Additional Science Grade 4 
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Section 4
Humanities and
Social Sciences
•     Government & Politics
•     English Literature
•    History
•     Geography
•    Sociology
•    Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in 
      Health & Social Care
•     Theology
•    Psychology

Government and Politics
Politics affects every one of us in our daily lives, from the days of direct

democracy in Ancient Greece to the representative democracy of modern

Liberal Democracies; politics has always mattered. The policy decisions

made by national and local governments have a direct effect on us.

Political decisions affect the amount of tax we pay, the quality of our

public services, the sale of merchandise, the ingredients in food, the

type of media we can watch, transport and infrastructure . . . .

the examples are almost endless. 

Through this course you will gain an understanding of the political

processes in Britain. 

You will examine types of political activity, why people vote and who

for. In addition you will explore the political process in Britain, how

politics works at a local and national level as well as the impact of

supranational governmental institutions such as the European Parliament.

Examining Body: AQA

Entry Requirement: GCSE English Grade 4

English Literature
If you enjoy the opportunity to read and analyse works of literature,

then this is a challenging, but interesting course, which enables you to

develop a variety of transferable skills through the study of literature. 

You will develop your interest and enjoyment in literary skills through

reading widely, independently and critically, in addition be provided

with an introduction to the traditions of English literature. The aim of

this course is to encourage students to explore aspects of a central 

literary theme as seen over time, using unseen material and set texts.

The theme ‘Love through the ages’ allows you to study representations

of love across all three genres: poetry, prose and drama from a range

of different authors at different times.

You will be assessed continuously throughout the course by a variety

of tasks. The qualification is linear.  Both AS and A2 will be assessed by

examination at the end of each course. A2 will also allow you to complete

an independent critical study of two texts. 

Former students have been able to use a qualification in A Level English

Literature as a demonstration of their suitability for many professions:

careers in publishing and journalism, public relations, personnel work

and jobs in administration.  Indeed, for any employment in which 

effective communication is important.

Examining Body: AQA

Entry Requirement: GCSE English Language and

Literature Grade 5
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History
History is a fascinating and challenging subject. You will be looking at
massive changes and analysing why they happened. It is not just an
account of the past, but an investigation of why things happened the
way they did. If you have an enquiring mind and enjoy argument this
is the subject for you. Through the study of this course you will gain a
specific understanding of two key historical periods:  The Tudors, England
1485-1503 and Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918-45. Students will
also complete their coursework on Russia 1825-1964. There is also an
opportunity to participate in an educational 3 day visit to Krakow,
where we focus on the Holocaust, and visit the Auschwitz-Birkenau
Memorial and Museum, as well as understand Jewish life in Krakow
before, during and after the Second World War.

History is a very versatile subject. Of course you can, and we hope 
you will, progress to a History or History-related degree (for example
Politics, Archaeology or Journalism).  Such a degree can lead to career
opportunities that are broader than you may think; for example, law,
television, research, politics, journalism, publishing, business and
management….the list is endless!

However, for many students their final career may not be directly 
related to their degree (this goes for most subjects) and what will
matter is the quality of your degree and the fact that History is a highly
valued and respected subject because of the skills it teaches. Regardless
of your future career, an interest in History demonstrates to a future
employer that you are open-minded, can make decisions based on 
evidence, and are interested in the world around you. You will also 
develop transferable skills such as analysis, evaluation, organisation
and presentation of information orally and in written form.

Examining Body:                  AQA
Entry Requirement:             GCSE History Grade 4, English Grade 4

Geography
Do you have an enquiring mind?  Are you concerned about the future
of our planet?  If so, you will certainly enjoy studying Geography. 

You will explore issues and problems of relevance to the contemporary
world that occur because of the relationships between people and
their environment. Geography is a constantly changing subject with
evolving data, interpretations and policies so you will be encouraged
to keep up to date through the media and journals. In class you will
work through discussions, group- work and practical research as well
as individual study. You will study a range of activities related to the
forces influencing our natural environment and how these affect the
people and the economy. You will investigate world issues such as the
effects of natural hazards and the plight of refugees. You will also 
develop the skills to plan, undertake and write up your fieldwork 
investigations.

Geography A Level is an ideal subject for gaining admission to university
for a range of degrees and careers including town planning, finance and
banking, engineering, geological investigation, teaching and retail
management to name but a few.

Examining Body:                  OCR
Entry Requirement:             GCSE Geography Grade 4, 
                                                  English Grade 4
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Sociology
Sociology is the study of society from a range of theoretical perspectives.

It is a social science and used by many institutions in society and 

employers to understand individual and group behaviour, as well as,

social trends and developments over time. 

We ask questions and look at evidence for debates such as . . .

Who achieves best and why? 

What is the role of people in the family? 

How have families changed and why? 

Do we have a meritocracy? 

How might we analyse these changes in society? 

This course requires substantial Independent learning and an inquiring

mind. The ability to write at length using a range of evidence is essential

and something we work towards over the two year course. This subject

is ideal for students who wish to study for a range of degree courses 

including Sociology, Politics, Social Work, Social Policy, Criminology

and Psychology. 

Examining Body: AQA

Entry Requirement: GCSE English Grade 4

Psychology
Psychology is the study of the mind and behaviour. By looking at key

approaches to this very broad and exciting area of study we consider

issues such as memory, obedience, repression, nature vs. nurture,

gender, aggression and many more engaging topics. 

By using key studies from the last 50 years students are able to interpret

and evaluate their usefulness for today as well as carrying out their

own research to find answers to important questions such as . . .

Why do we do what our friends do? 

How reliable is an eyewitness testimony?

How do we form attachments? 

Why do people have obsessive compulsive disorder or phobias? 

Students can expect to be surprised and enlightened as well as prepared

for higher level study. 

This course is suitable for anyone looking to pursue jobs such as 

clinical psychology, counselling, social work or teaching.

Examining Body: AQA

Entry Requirement: GCSE English and Mathematics Grade 4
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Theology
Theology is a subject that explores the relationship between humans

and faith. It considers ultimate questions such as: the existence of God;

the nature of belief; ethical issues; and general ideas about morality.

We also look at the Christian faith and explore the nature of God, the

trinity and the church. This is a recognised qualification for entry into

Higher Education and can be combined with a wide range of other 

A Levels. It can be used as a foundation for a wide range of degree

courses and may lead to careers in Law, Politics and employment in

the caring professions. This is an ideal subject for you if you enjoy 

engaging in discussions and debates that focus on the ethical issues

of our contemporary society.  

During the course you will be encouraged to develop your own point

of view informed by the theological teachings and literature by which

it is supported.

Examining Body: Eduqas

Entry Requirement: GCSE English Grade 4

Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate 
Health & Social Care
This extended certificate is equivalent to one A Level.

It consists of 360 Guided Learning hours (GLH) with three externally

examined units and a choice of further units centre assessed and

moderated by OCR. It will provide learners with the opportunity through

applied learning to develop the core specialist knowledge, skills and

understanding required in the health and social care sector. 

This qualification is for learners 16 years old or over, who want to 

study health science, social care or childcare. 

This qualification isn’t just about caring for babies or the elderly 

and the ill; it will provide learners with the skills, knowledge and 

understanding to progress into Higher Education on a health and 

social care-related programme such as Health and Social Care, Nursing,

Social Work or Early Childhood Studies.
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The units studied will give learners an understanding of health and

social care in the wider contexts of different environments and settings

where care takes place; the importance of effective communication in

health and social care; the importance of legislation in health and social

care; and how to deliver a person centred approach in the care given.

Learners will also develop transferable skills such as communication,

research, planning and organisation.

This qualification is the same as one A Level so learners will have the

flexibility to achieve other qualifications alongside it. Learners will

take units which provide the breadth of knowledge, understanding

and skills to prepare them to study in a Higher Education Institution

either on a health and social care-related degree course or to support

an application for a range of other degree courses.

Examining Body:               OCR

Entry Requirement:          GCSE Science Grade 4, a qualification 

                                              in a related subject such as BTEC Child 

                                              Development or Health & Social Care 

Section 5
Creative and
Expressive Arts
•     Art
•     Drama and Theatre
•     Media Studies

Art
Art is a course that will enable you to develop your ability to appreciate

the visual world and respond to it in a personal and creative way. 

The skills you develop will be varied and will include developing a working

knowledge of materials, practices and technology within art. You will

develop the skills to interpret and convey your feelings using art and design. 

You will develop your imaginative and creative powers as well as your

experimental, analytical and documenting skills. In addition you will

develop specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and understanding

of the place of art and design in contemporary society. There are many

career and study options beyond A Level Art including Art and Fine Art

degrees, Fashion, Design and the Visual Media.

Examining Body: EDEXCEL

Entry Requirement: GCSE Art Grade 4, GCSE English 

Grade 4, an assessment of current 

portfolio work
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Drama and Theatre 
The A Level will take you through four units exploring different elements of

Drama and Theatre. ‘Practitioners in Practice’ allows students to explore

two practitioners and one full text in practical sessions, supported by

a written portfolio of evidence. You then have the chance to devise

your own drama, based on the findings of your exploration. 

Exploring and Performing Texts is the chance to study one text in full

and then perform sections of this text.

The two written elements are Analysing Performance, where students

study two texts within one theme and look at the characterisation

and performance ideas. These are then discussed in an exam paper.  

Section B asks students to watch a live performance and then review it.

Deconstructing texts for performance also has a written exam allowing

students to discuss their creative ideas for the staging of a set text. 

This is also realised in a written exam.

The new course asks the students to explore both the practical and

analytical side of theatre and gives them the freedom to perform from

a text and devise for themselves.

Examining Body: OCR

Entry Requirement: GCSE English Grade 4, GCSE Drama, 

Dance, Music or have an involvement in 

Drama and Theatre as an extra-curricular

interest

Media Studies
Our media is ever evolving and, in the 21st Century, dominates our lives

as never before.  Books, magazines, newspapers, advertisements, radio,

television, computer games, the internet, films, videos, DVDs, mobiles

and CDs are, to a lesser or greater degree, central to our lives and provide

an ever-expanding quantity of entertainment and information. 

To keep up with the constant stream of media available for consumption,

it is necessary for citizens of the 21st Century to develop a degree of

media literacy, in our media saturated society.  

The Media Studies course offers you the opportunity to look at the role

that media plays in your lives on a daily basis, by acquiring a sound

foundation in the main conceptual approaches and debates of Media

Studies.  

You will undertake production work as an important component of the

course. You will put theory into practice, by demonstrating knowledge

and understanding of technical skills in your own media production which

will see you engaging in a creative, imaginative and aesthetic activity.  

All production work is fully integrated into the teaching of Media Studies

and should not be seen as an isolated aspect of the course.  

This course provides the opportunity for students to read for a degree

in Media Studies or a related subject such as Film Studies, Journalism

or Business and Marketing.

Examining Body: OCR

Entry Requirement: GCSE English Grade 4
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Section 6 
Business, Finance, 
Languages and 
Computer Science
•     Business Studies A Level
•     Level 3 Cambridge Technical Business (Double Award)
•     Level 3 Cambridge Technical Business (Single Award)
•     Economics 
•     Law
•    Computer Science
•    German
•    French
•    Additional Languages

Business Studies A Level
The A Level Business qualification introduces you to all you need to

know about working in and running a successful business. Business is

a versatile subject which will provide you with a solid foundation for

progressing to University, an apprenticeship or the world of work.

This qualification provides excellent preparation for a range of degrees,

including Business Management, International Business, Marketing

and Business Finance. You could also go on to employment in a related

field such as finance, marketing or administration or even successfully

run your own business.

You will learn essential skills such as decision making, managerial

skills, alongside techniques to help you become an analytical problem

solver. These skills are all highly sought after and valued in a wide

range of careers.  The skills you learn are transferable across a broad

range of subjects and careers. 

Whatever you choose to do in the future, you’ll find that the things

you learn in this course will help. For example, you’ll probably work

with lots of different people, so knowledge of motivational theory will

help you to work well with others and help them achieve their potential.

You might have ambitious plans to start your own business or operate

and expand overseas.  If that’s the case, you’ll find the marketing, 

international trade, globalisation, exchange rates and finance topics

particularly useful. 

You will be assessed entirely by examinations - some students thrive

under the pressure of examinations and clearly this course would suit

such students. Throughout this programme of study, you will acquire

a range of numerical data interpretation skills and learn how to present

an argument, supporting or disputing a particular view point.

The lessons will take a variety of forms including: the use of case studies,

independent research, presentations, group work, discussions, visiting

speakers and experiential learning. If you would like to develop an 

understanding of how businesses of all sizes operate from initial start-

ups to large multinational businesses and the how the Government

influences business then this is the qualification for you to study. 

You will also explore current business and economic issues and 

understand how they impact on local, national and international 

organisations. An interest in the news and current issues will be essential.

If you have studies business before you will need to have achieved a

minimum of a grade 4 or a BTEC Level 2 Merit.

Examining Body: Edexcel

Entry Requirement:  GCSE English Grade 4

GCSE Mathematics Grade 4
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Level 3 Cambridge Technical Business

Extended Certificate (Single A Level equivalent)
Diploma (Double A Level equivalent)
Cambridge Technicals are designed as an alternative to A Level study.

They are a vocational qualification with more emphasis on learning 

by doing. A Cambridge Technical in Business is an A Level standard

qualification which, alongside more traditional A Levels, can be a suitable

pathway to university level study or employment in the future. 

Through this course you will develop an understanding of how 

businesses work and discover the problems and opportunities faced

by local, national and international businesses. 

Modules include Marketing Research, The Business Environment,

Change Management and Customers and Communication. You will

learn through undertaking practical activities such as planning a 

marketing campaign, project managing a business task and organising

an event. 

To achieve the Extended Certificate (single A Level equivalent) you must

submit 3 coursework assignments for assessment and sit 2 exams

over the two years. To achieve the Diploma (double A Level equivalent)

you must submit 6 coursework assignments for assessment and sit 4

examinations over the 2 years. Examinations and coursework have equal

weighting, so this course does suit students who find examinations

stressful, as they have already achieved 50% of their grade before 

sitting any examinations. 

You do not need to have studied Business before, although many 

students will have done.  If you have studied a Business course at Key

Stage 4, you need to have achieved at least a grade 4 at GCSE or a

Level 2 Merit at BTEC. The lessons will take a variety of forms including:

the use of case studies, independent research, teacher led presentations,

group work, discussions, visiting speakers and experiential learning.

ICT facilities will also be used, when available. 

This qualification is a versatile qualification which will provide you with

a solid foundation for progressing to University, an apprenticeship or

the world of work. 

Examining Body: OCR

Entry Requirement: GCSE English Grade 4

GCSE Mathematics Grade 4
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Economics 
Economics is truly all around us, present in almost every aspect of our

lives. Studying the subject gives students a general understanding of

the world and its inner workings. Students learn everything from what

determines the price of goods and services, to why the average standards

of living vary so widely within and between countries.

You may not have studied any business or economics-related subjects

before, but that does not matter!  The course is designed to give you

an insight into the world of economics and business in a range of 

contemporary contexts.  It is also important that you have a lively 

and enquiring mind, an interest in business and economic affairs 

and a desire to explore new ideas and communicate them effectively.

Economics is a LINEAR A LEVEL. Firstly, you will study two themes that
focus on markets, consumers and firms and the wider economic envi-

ronment. These themes reflect on markets, market failure, 

government intervention and the role of credit in the economy. 

In addition, the role of the firm, consumers and the Government 

is explored both on a local, national and international scale. 

Theme 3 discusses the global economy, in particular business expansion,

the impact of globalisation on global companies, local and national

economies. In addition, there is a focus on labour markets, income 

inequality and the re-distribution of income and wealth. 

Theme 4 making markets work looks at competition and market power,

market failure in business and market failure across the economy. 

In addition, macroeconomic policies and impact on business and 

individual and the role of the financier and the financial sector are 

explored.

This programme of study allows you access to a wide range of possible

careers and higher education opportunities in particular Business and

Economics degrees at top universities.

It also combines well with a range of social science and humanities

subjects, giving you a real broad base on which to select your next

move on to a degree course, apprenticeship or work. 

Examining Body: EDEXCEL
Entry Requirement: GCSE English Grade 4

GCSE Mathematics Grade 4

Law
This course is intended for those who feel strongly about concepts like

justice and equality and wish to develop their knowledge, understanding

and critical awareness of the English Legal System and elements of

substantive law.

During the course you will study various aspects of the English Legal

System, including how Parliament makes law; how law is made by

bodies to which Parliament has delegated law-making powers; how

judges approach the task of interpreting Acts of Parliament; and the

explanation of law made by judges in cases that come before the court. 

You will also learn about the courts – civil and criminal and the legal

and lay people who are involved in the legal system. The course also

involves an introduction to criminal liability and an introduction to 

liability in negligence, among a host of other topics. 

This course is a good foundation for those of you who might see yourself

as a barrister, a solicitor, legal executive or legal secretary.

Alternatively, you might want to choose Law because you wish to study

for a degree in social sciences – such as Criminology or degrees in

Business, Economics and Politics. Law is also a fascinating course

which will help you develop transferable skills such as analysis and

problem-solving. Whatever your vision, studying A Level Law is a valuable

first step in achieving your ambition. 

Examining Body: AQA

Entry Requirement: GCSE English Grade 4



Computer Science
Advances in computing are transforming the way we work and live our

lives, and the ability to think computationally is considered an important

skill underpinning many careers. Computer Science is a practical and

creative subject where students can apply the academic principles

learned in the classroom to real-world systems and look at the natural

world through a digital prism. 

The qualification aims to enable learners to:

•    Understand the application of the fundamental principles and concepts

     of computer science, including: abstraction, decomposition, logic, 

     algorithms and data representation

•   Analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience

     of solving such problems, including writing programs to do so

•   Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically

•    See relationships between different aspects of computer science 

Assessments

Paper 1 (40%) and Paper 2 (40%) test a student's ability to program, as

well as their theoretical knowledge of Computer Science from subject

content..

Non-exam assessment (20%) assesses student's ability to use the

knowledge and skills gained through the course to solve a practical

problem. Students will be expected to follow a systematic approach 

to problem solving.

Examining Body:            OCR

Entry Requirement:       GCSE English Grade 4

                                            GCSE Mathematics Grade 4

German
Having a language at A Level will improve your employability both 

at home and abroad.  The course will help you to communicate at 

a higher level in German and will give you confidence in the four

language skills of Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking, as well 

as helping you to develop your analytical skills. You will learn much

more about a wide range of aspects of the societies in which German

is spoken; how to hold conversations and discussions and write essays

in German on matters of topical interest.

You will enjoy this course if you are interested in languages and

communication, and finding out about other cultures and ways of

life. If you are interested in the business world, in travel and tourism,

in literature, or in journalism and the media, this course will equip you

with the necessary skills and knowledge to enable you to use German

for work, for further study, training, or for leisure.  It also allows students

pathways to study German at university as a discrete subject or 

combined with subjects such as the Sciences, Businesses, Economics

and History.

Examining Body: EDEXCEL

Entry Requirement: GCSE German Grade 5
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French
Having a language at A Level will improve your employability both at

home and abroad. The course will help you to communicate at a

higher level in French and will give you confidence in the four 

language skills of Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking, as well as

helping you to develop your analytical skills.  You will learn much

more about a wide range of aspects of the societies in which French is

spoken; how to hold conversations and discussions and write essays

in French on matters of topical interest.

You will enjoy this course if you are interested in languages and 

communication, and finding out about other cultures and ways of

life.  If you are interested in the business world, in travel and tourism,

in literature, or in journalism and the media, this course will equip you

with the necessary skills and knowledge to enable you to use French

for work, for further study, training, or for leisure.  It also allows 

students pathways to study French at university as a discrete subject

or combined with subjects such as the Sciences, Businesses, 

Economics and History.

Examining Body: EDEXCEL

Entry Requirement: GCSE French Grade 5

Additional Languages
You may have a language other than English as your first language. 

In such cases it is possible for you to take an AS or A2 Level in this 

language. You will be assessed on your reading, writing and speaking

skills and, subject to a satisfactory assessment, you can be entered for

the exam. 

The languages students have taken in the past have included:

• Bengali •  Chinese

•  Dutch •  Guajarati

•  Italian •  Polish 

•  Russian •  Spanish

Having an additional language is a valuable skill that will be useful 

in a whole range of careers in the business sector, as well as, working

within the translation service, law or the diplomatic service. 

It also allows students pathways to study the language at university as a

discrete subject or combined with subjects such as History or Literature.
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Section 7
BTEC Level 2 Courses
and GCSEs
•     BTEC Level 2 Technical Business Enterprise 
•     GCSE English Language
•    GCSE Mathematics

BTEC Level 2 Technical Business Enterprise
Why study for a BTEC Level 2 Technical In Business Enterprise?

This vocational qualification has more emphasis on learning by doing

and underpins the philosophy behind vocational courses to encourage

student centred learning. 

The Future

This qualification will allow you to progress to an A level Business

qualification or continue on a vocational route and study for a level 3

diploma.  

What will I learn?

You will learn how a business might evolve.  This could be  setting up

your own business in the future or by working as an employee within

an already established business. 

In addition you will learn how to undertake market research; understand

how businesses are financed; how to produce a business plan; and 

pitch your idea to an audience. You will learn about the internal 

workings of businesses, including their internal structure and how 

different functional areas work together. Plus, by looking at the external

constraints under which a business must operate, you will gain an 

understanding of the legal, financial and ethical factors that have an

impact.  You will also explore ways in which businesses respond to

changes in their economic, social and technological environment; 

and gain an appreciation of the influence different stakeholders can

have upon a business. 

How will I be assessed?

This qualification is made up of four units all of which are mandatory

and chosen by the examining board; The four units are:

Unit 1:     The business enterprise environment (Externally asssessed)

Unit 2:    Research a concept for a new or revised product or service 

                 (Internally assessed)

Unit 3:    Promoting and financing an enterprise idea. 

                 (internally assessed)

Unit 4:    Planning and pitching an enterprise idea.

                 (Internal synoptic assessment)

All internal assessed work is either assignments or a practical project.

External assessment is assessed by means of an on screen test.  

One resit only will be available for Unit 1.

Examining Body: EDEXCEL

Entry Requirement: 5+ GCSE Grade 3 
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GCSE English Language
The Department for Education has stipulated that any student with a

grade 3 or below in both Language and Literature, is required to retake

their GCSE English Language with the aim to improve it to a grade 4. 

A grade 4 or above in GCSE English Language is considered by most

employers and all higher education establishments as an essential

qualification.

All students at St Mark’s will be expected to retake their GCSE English

Language if they have not previously achieved a grade 4.

There are three timetabled lessons per week. This course demands

commitment as it is designed as a one-year course and is not a ‘re-sit’.

Examining Body EDEXCEL

Entry Requirement N/A

GCSE Mathematics
The Department for Education has stipulated that any student with a

grade 3 at GCSE is required to retake their GCSE Mathematics with the

aim of improving it to a grade 4. 

This is because grade 4 is the minimum standard required by many

employers and establishments of further and higher education.

All students at St Mark’s will be expected to retake their GCSE 

Mathematics if they have not previously achieved a grade 4.

There are three hours of timetabled lessons per week. Students are also

issued with accounts for the ‘Mymaths’ and ‘MathsWatch’ learning

platforms to support them with independent study.

Examining Body: AQA

Entry Requirement: N/A
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“Behaviour is outstanding.
Students work particularly well together, feel safe
and have a very positive attitude to learning.” 

(OFSTED Section 5 Inspection)



   
 

Sixth Form Options 2020/21
Yr 12 AS/A2 and BTEC provision

Choose one subject only from a column

A
Mathematics

History

Art

PE

Psychology

Cambridge 
Technical Business

(Double)

BTEC Level 2  
Business 
Enterprise

B
Physics

Economics

English Literature

Business 
Studies 
AS

Cambridge 
Technical 
Business

Further 
Mathematics

Cambridge 
Technical Business 

(Double)

BTEC Level 2
Business 
Enterprise

C
Chemistry

Sociology

Law

Geography

Health & 
Social Care

Drama & 
Theatre 
Studies

D
Biology

Theology

Media Studies

French

Product Design

E
History

Sociology

Computer Science

German

Government & 
Politics

Psychology

NOTES
All subjects depend on uptake – if you have a clash of subjects please indicate your preferred choice on your application form. 

       1. All Year 12 students must choose one of the following options/courses

       a)   Four AS subjects – a maximum of one AS from a column
       b)   BTEC courses from columns A & B plus one or two AS choices from columns C, D or E
       c)   Double Business from column A & B plus two choices from columns C, D or E

       2. Each Column A - E represents 4.5 hours per week for each subject

       Students studying Further Mathematics must also study Mathematics
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In order for us to support you with your studies, please give details below of any additional support you may have received at your 
previous school / college:

•  Basic English (reading and writing):

•  Numeracy:

•  Wheelchair access:           Yes              No

•  Additional information (including any exams concessions):

To help us plan for your time in our Sixth Form it would be really helpful if you could provide information on the following:

Interests / Achievements that you would like us to be aware of:

Future Aspirations / Career:

All the information supplied on this form will be treated in confidence. 

You will then be invited for a Pre-Admission Meeting with a member of the Sixth Form team.

To the best of my knowledge, all the information provided on this form is correct at the time of completion.

Signed:                                                                         [PRINT NAME]:                                                                                 Date:
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“St Mark’s prepares it’s students so that
they leave school happy, well-adjusted young
adults who are a credit to themselves, their parents

and their school.”

(Ofsted Section 48 Inspection Report)



Tripton Road Harlow Essex CM18 6AA
T: 01279 421267  F: 01279 418220  W: www.st-marks.essex.sch.uk  E: sixthformadmissions@st-marks.essex.sch.uk

If you would like to arrange a visit, please contact: Mrs Alison Cole (PA to the Sixth Form). 

WEST ESSEX CATHOLIC SCHOOL
An Academy Trust School
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