
St Mark’s School Library Re-Opens 
After Revamp!

At St Mark’s, we have implemented a major reorganisation of our 
library as part of a range of initiatives aimed at supporting pupils 
with their literacy. We have spent £5,000 on new books, replenishing 
our stock to include more contemporary writers. In addition, we have 
restructured the library in a way that allows pupils to more easily 
access areas of interest. The library reopened last week, and pupils 
have flocked to it, snapping up the new titles on offer. 

This revamp underpins the importance of reading at St Mark’s and 
compliments other initiatives. Confident readers can access the 
curriculum more effectively, with numerous studies showing a link 
between reading and academic performance. Regular reading 
doesn’t just enhance grammar, spelling, punctuation and vocabulary 
but also helps boost understanding, comprehension and confidence. 
It also promotes the skills needed for a life-long love of reading. As 
such, it is an important part of our school day. Pupils read during all 
afternoon registrations and for the whole of morning registration on 
a Tuesday.

We are also rolling out the Accelerated Reader programme, which 
matches pupils’ reading ability to a range of suitable books, allowing 
them to make informed choices and to pick books that they can 
access. Once they’ve finished a book, tailor-made quizzes test 
comprehension. Teachers can monitor progress, identifying where 
pupils might need further support. 

The drive on reading is linked to other literacy activities undertaken 
in form time on Mondays. Pupils read a piece of literature, from 
poetry and prose to opinion pieces and autobiography, usually 
linked to a calendar event. These extracts are accompanied by tasks 
that focus on developing and enhancing vocabularies and skills in 
reading for meaning, while also providing students with an 
opportunity to discuss and learn about history, culture, society and 
current affairs. 
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