
Year 8 Go Into 
Space!

On 7th October, Mr Das’s Year 8 Maths class took part 
in a special extended enrichment lesson, entitled 
“Space!”, the first half of which was ‘Zoomed’ into 
the classroom by the Advanced Maths Support 
Programme.  The idea was to provide pupils who 
may in the future wish to study Mathematics beyond 
GCSE level with an engaging experience in an area 
outside the scope of the school curriculum.

Pupils used their existing mathematical skills in a 
novel and challenging context.  Pupils had to apply 
their knowledge of geometry, equations of motion 
and algebra and were given the opportunity to 
develop their reasoning, problem-solving and 
communication skills. They looked at some of the 
challenges faced with space travel and their 
ingenious solutions.  

When I attended the online enrichment activity by AMSP, I was shocked by the

sudden realization of how useful maths could be in space. It was really fun how we

got to answer all the quizzes about how to get Rover to Mars, land on Mars and how

to get it to explore Mars. I would have never imagined that for example you have to

travel in arcs/curves in space rather than straight lines. I would also have never

imagined that spacecrafts need to use parachutes in order to land safely. However,

my favourite part of this experience was making paper helicopters at the very end,

which we were told they used something similar on Mars to get a higher perspective.

Amelia (8E)
I found the session really interesting to learn

how space and maths can be closely linked

together!! Now I know so many things that I

didn’t even think about before, I learnt how to

make a helicopter out of paper, and the gravity

of the sun means it is hard to move in a

straight line when going into Mars. That’s why

spaceships move in curves. This was a really

fun and special experience.

Alexis (8N)

We came to maths 35 minutes earlier than usual

to attend an online enrichment session. For 45

minutes we learnt about space and even did an

experiment of our own! We made paper

helicopters which were challenging but I worked

with my partner and we both managed to make

them. When we dropped them, they would spin

around. Thank you, St Mark’s, for giving Year 8

the opportunity to do such a wonderful activity.

Caitlin (8N)


